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PREFACE. 


THE Tranſlator of ihe preſent work has 
no myſterious ſtory to entertain the reader 
with, in relating the wonder ful manner by which 
he became poſſeſſed of the M. He hath croſſed 
no ſeas nor wandered through the paths of 
oriental fable to obtain it. The ſhort account 
he has to give of it is, that it was in the 
poſſeſſion of a Fewiſh gentleman, lately natura- 
lized ; who bad only looked ſo far into it as to 
know that it inculcated ſome moral and reli. 
gious precepts. Accompanied by no farther intel. 
ligence than this, it came into the Tranſlatar's 
bangs. The uſe he hath made of it is hereby 
ſeen. Aud, as be thinks it likely from many 
circumſtances, that it may be one of thoſe books 
which are attributed to the Zabians, he hath 
ſub joined the following account of them (in 
which be is much indebted to My. Stanley), 
Vor. I. a that 


1 | 
1 NFA 
that the reader may alſo form his own judgement 
thereon. The Arabians thought it to have been one 


lien it is apparent, in that it was tranſlated 
into their language with the reft of the books of 
the Zabians. 


Tas MS. which — is but a copy, is in 
f Gaal upon parchment; and in one corner, 
on the top of the foft ide, is written, E Muſ. 
: e num. 3! 572. 


Ir * remains to inform the Reinde, 
that the firſt "book was tranſlated. y Mr. 


Min Mu, its former Poſſeſſor, and that 


the reſt hath been purſued amidſt the vexations 
fa very troubleſome employment, increaſed xy 
e pretended 3 | 
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CHAP, bs 
Of the Zabions In general. 


2 


| A RABLA, the nobleſt peninſuls (if 
we may ſo call it) of Afia *, is ſur- 


© © rounded by the Perſian, the Indian, 
and the Red Sea, except on one ſide that it 
is joined to Sr and Perks ; by which vi- 


* Above two \thinds of which ſpacious country, —— 
is, Arabia properly ſo called, the Arabs have poſſeſſed 
almoſt from the flood; and have made themſelves maſ- 
ters of the reſt, either by ſettlements or continual 
incurſione. Sales Kor. Prel. Diſc. 


\ a 2 cinity 


iv OF THE ZABIANS, 


cinity was occaſioned ſo near a correſpon- - 
dence between thoſe nations; that as the 
Chaldzan learning overſpreading all Meſo- | 
potamia, Syria, and Aﬀyria, did on one 
fide extend to their neighbors the Perſians, 
ſo on the other it reached to the Arabians. 
From which nearneſs, not only of ſituation 
but religion and opinions, perhaps it was 
that Pliny hath uſed their names promiſ- 
cuouſly, calling a great part of Meſopota- 
mia, Arabia, and the Arabians themſelves 
Syrians. And the later eaſtern writers, eſ- 
pecially the Arabians, under the appellation 
ef Chaſdim or Chaldanin fChaldzans], 
comprehended not only the Baby lonians, but 
the Nabathzans, Charanæans, and Sabæans; 
as Muhammed Ben Iſuae, amongſt ſeveral 
others, takes Chaſdanin and Nabathæa to 
be ſynonimous, and Ahmed gives this title 
to his book concerning the religion of the 

Zabians, Of the rites of tie Chareneen Chal- 


or THE ZAniaNs 


deahs tommonly known by the name of 22- 
bians. He adds commonty knoton by the name 
of Zadians, becauſe the Sabeans being the 
moſt confiderable of thefe, they Rxewiſe un- 
der the appellation of Zabians inchuded allthe 
reſt; even the Chaldzans of Mefopotamia: 
ufing the terms of Chaldæa and Zabia tv 
leſs promiſcuouſly than Pliny thoſe of Ara- 
bia, Meſopotamia, and Syria, For which 
R. Maimonides gives this reaſon, becauſe 
the doctrine of the Chaldzans extended thi- 
ther, and that the religion of all theſe na- 
tions was the ſame. 


z 


— 


Bur fince Arabia is commonly diſtin- 
guiſhed into Arabia Petræa, Arabia Deſer- 
tum, and Arabia Ftelix. We here mean 
not that part which is ſtyled the deſort, ly. 
ing on the north of Zabia, and firſt plant- 
ed by Rats whole poſterity afterwards, 

| a 3 having 


. Go 
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having learned the language of the Zab ans, 
or. Arabic, were called Arabians alſo; or 
more properly, Hagarens, as deſcended 
from Hagar, and al Aarab al Maſtiaarabah, 
the, made Arabians (chat is, made ſuch by 
cohabitation and converſation with the true 
Arabs), but thoſe other true Arabs, the i in- 
habitants of Arabia Deſertum and of Arabig 
Felix, the former of whom deſcended from 
Nebaioth, the ſon of Iſghmael, and are by 
Pliny, Strabo, and, Ptolemy called Naba- 
tæans, as the country itſelf Nabatæa, the 
latter from Zaba, the. ſon of Chus, the ſon 
of Cham, after whom they were ſtyled 
Zabians (as the country Zabia) and (in diſ- 
tinction from the made Arabians of Arabia 
the deſert) the native Arabians *. The Cha- 
Tanzans mentioned together with: theſe 
WR the r of e a N of 
225 * Ae 4 e en . 
Arabia, 


2. * EF 
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Arabia, mentioned by Pomponius Mela, 
whoſe inhabitants the Carzans, Pliny 


placeth next the Zabians, diſtinet from Haran 


\\ 143} . 


er Charan in Meſopotamia. 
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Vit euer H A, 3 ne odyr 


a dane, Ca the Saulen . 


J 10 


ONCERNING the firſt inſtitutor of 
learning and religion amongſt the Za- 
bians, there is npt any certain agreement 
of authors, Patricides, an Arabian writer, 
attributes this invention to a certain Perſian, 
named Zerodaſt, contemporary with Terah 


father to Abraham. Zerodaſt and Zoroaſter 


are the ſame; whereby it appears, that Pa- 


tricides means one of thoſe two Zoroaſters, 


one of whom was the firſt author of ſciences 
amangk{ the Chaldzans, the other intro- 
duced the ſame ſciences amongſt the Per- 
ſians; and though he calls this Zerodaſt a 
Perfian, yet by the antiquity of the time 
in. which he conceives him to have lived, 
it is probable he rather intended the Chal- 
dæan. | | 


OTHERS 


OF THE ZABIANS. 


it % 


Orrs (adds the foregoing author) are of 
opinion that Tackmurat Hug of Perſia gave be 
 giming to this religion. The ſame perhaps 
whom' Firmacinus, another Arabian hiſtorian, 
calls Tachurith: Others (faith he) conceive that 


the rekigion of tie Zabians uh manifefted by 
certain A W oy 2 
was Fachurith s. W 


, 10 » 


ELMActnus Ws se rein W 
whom the fame invention was nad, 
In thoſe days, ſaith he, came forth Nazarib. 
a Perfian, who, as is reported, was a—_ 
PINT. \ Mp ran e e 


„D. Poeteke imagines the name of che ſect to 
de derived from Ax Lb] the hoſt of heaven, 
which they were ſuppoſed to worſhip ; though, jpdeed, 
after no other manner than the R. Catholics at this 
Gay, pay reverence ta their images, as the repreſcata- 
Ben of an nn; God. 


Ornzns 


x Or THE Z ABTANS> 


\o QTHERs gain (eontinues Patricides) derive 
the infancy of tie Labiuns from d certain Gre- 
cian named quman or Javan, ſon of Verkoli, and 
Au they tuill done ſo be of the; city, Zaittuna, 
which 20a5 Built in Attica. In; which place 
Hattinger for Verkoli reads Merpolim, Mer: 


curx, and is ſupported by Elmacinus upon 


the ſame ſubject. Others, ſaith he, affirm, 
that the religion of the Zabians was brought 
forth. by a man whoſe. name was Juvan,. fon of 
Markoli, a Grecian, who: firft. found, Wh the 
e Aa Se 20 2:78 CL 0 U 9 Mur 


SS 


To theſe th = PS * W the, opin- 
ions of ſome others, who held, that the au- 
thors-of the ſect of the, Zabians were ſome. of 
cage were at han building of the Tower of 


Babel. * a qt: ofa eee ken eee 


—_— % 1 A 
Ty. 12 48 © / T5 1280 . af ; The Wy = 1&M 190 2 0 $4 717 
0 


Sou attribute He inſtitütion n © "this 
ſect to Cham, fon of N oah, who being 


CELLS baniſhed 
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baniſhed from his fatler's ig ht, fled thitler, 

and, to uſe the words of Lactantius, ſettled 
in that part of the earth which is now called 
Arabia. 1 This was the firſt nation that knew 
not God, becauſe the principal founder there- 
of had not received the worſhip: of God ' by tra- 
dition from his. father. Thus Lactantius: 
with whom many agree in attributing the 
original of idolatry to Cham, and to his 
ſon Chus the firſt planter of Chaldæa, from 
whoſe ſon. Zaba the Zabians were ſo named; 
and, upon this ground, ſome have laboured 
to prove Cham and Chus, to be the ſame 
with the firſt and ſecond Zoroaſters, of 
whom we ſpoke in che beginning of this 
chapter. 


Ornxxs, as Damaſcen, aſcribe the ori- 
ginal of their worſhip to Serug. Epipha- 
nius, and the author of the Chronicon Alex- 
andrinum, affirm, that helleni/m began in the 
| time 


WG OF THE ZABIANS. 


time "of Krug. This helleniſm ſome con- 
eeive to be the ſame with the Zabian ſuper- | 
Nition'; what the Greek fathers call Bell 
niſm, the Rabbins term goth, the Atabians, 
al giaheleiton, or the time of i ignorance arid pa- 
gam. And though to determine any 
thing of thofe early and obſcure times be 
very difficult, yet we cannot doubt, but 
chat the idolatrous worſhip of fire and of 
he ſun, aſcribed to the Zabians, was of 
great antiquity among them, fince men- 
tioned by one of the moſt ancient of authors, 
Job, who lived near them, as appears by the 
inroad which the Zabians made upon 
him *. , faith the plaintive Arab Fo 1 have 4 


* Chap. i. ver. 15. 
. + See the Note p. 246. of the enſuing poem; to 
which the following may be added from the ſame 
auther : *© No wonder the loſs of this Adonis, or migh- 
: y lord, how!) [adorn] dominus, N [adoni]domi- 
| 5 ſhould be loudly lamented in Miria, in 
| * x + 


or THE ZABIANS. xi 
gazed upon the fun * when it Shined, or upon 


* The word is N [or], which  fgnifieth as well fire. 


Ant, ta Phontela, and TER 
tured with their traditions : or that his return to im- 
pregnate the world with genial vigour ſhould be wel- 
comed with the higheft demonfirations of joy. With 
hom ſhould the ſuſceptive power of generation, the 
mild Vm, be in love ? whoſe abſence ſhould the 
mourn then he goes a hunting through the monſters 
of the Zodiac, and approaches too near the frozen bear ||, - 


+ See a long and accurate account of their mourning for Abo- 
'N1s in HzzopoTus's Eurer, and in PLUTARCH de Thde 
et Ofiride, to which join EZEcaizz's women bewailing Ta am- 
MUZ. | I 


+ Alma — cl Gubter labentia Signs 
Que Mare navigetum, qua Terras fruziferenteia_ 
Concelebras; per TE quoniam Genus omne Animantum 
. Cancipitur, viftque exortum Lumina Sor is: 

Nam fimul ac SPECIES patefacta eſt verns Drer, 

Et reſerata viget gene alis Aura Favoni 
Aereæ primum Volucres, te Div a, tumque 
Significact. Initum, percuſſee Corda tua vi 
Omnibus incutiens blagdum per Pectore amorem 
Efficis ut cupide generatim bela propagent. 


Locaer. 
See Bron's elegant ode on the death of Ants 


16 


5 walking in her brill, and 


but wie Algtty ſource of life 4 love? Moſt uk 
would the Chaldeaus call him Baal, lord of the 
world ; the Phenicians, Beel/amen, lord of heaven; 
l 5y2 Boa/-Shamain: Czal. pr Dy 2 
[BeekSemen] lord of heaven], the old Zg yptians Orusy, 
or light and fire ; the Arabians Ourotaalt j, the ſu- 
preme light; the Perfians. Oreſmades, the gracious 
light; and the later Perfans Mithras ||, the n excel - 
The moſt inquiſitive and curious traveller that ever Howe | 
1 country, the natural and wiſe HERroDoTUS, who was an eye wit- 
_ nfs of the magnificence of his temple, aod rifes of his worſhi p, calls 
him Zrxus BxLos, Jupiter the lord. Jupiter is of his own addition, 
to explain the nature of the god to the Grecians for whom he 
wrote. BEL or BxT us ſhews the Chaldee * — — 2 
railed inftead of Bax. 


4 See the preceding Page, note 2 | : , ; 


rr ; 
1 It ſhouls appear, that in the age of HE RODOrus the 

Atabic was a little nearer the other Aramean dialects than it is 
no our] fire, the A abs now call [nouro] light, and I naero] fire: 

and [eelion] the EXALTED, is pretty nearly [elon] and its ſyno- 
nime [eloon], hence oURoTAALAH, according to the genius of 
the language, the MoST HIGH or SUPREME eg and thence 
HzxropoTrts formed his Ouxoratrr., | © 


I From the Chaltee Lithir] excellens, præſtans, major ; with 
me ſervile mem Mir AAA. It fignifics likewiſe plenty, abund- 


5 \ 
* : 
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my heart hath been ſecretly enticed, or my mouth 
hath kiſſed:\my hand, this indeed were an 
iniquity to be puniſbed by the judge, for I ſhould 
have denied the God that is above ; where by 
kiſſing of the hand is implied m—_ ancient 
manner of veneration. au agu Dices TF 


lent; ; while 5 other parts "of the viſible 7 bs 
Moon, the Earth, the Sea, the Air, and the brighteft 
Stars, received a proportionable but inferior deren 


# « CY ry = % 


1 I97 ES 418 =» 10 
ance; and alludes to Jupiter pluvius, for che A word for mo- 
ther ſignifies alſo to give rain, to paſs ina rapid courſe, and make 
to ſwim in plenty; all eſfeds aſcribed to the ſun, as is eli kon 
to thoſe who underftand the bes of the M1 rung eng 
vier. . . 4D 
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Others of the Zabian "TY 


. AT: Terah, e An 
was brought up in this do@rine, migke 
be conjectured from Joſhua xxiy. 2. where 
he is reckoned among thoſe that ſerved ſtrange 
Gods. Philo * terms him an allranomery 


or one inen! in ae. 


32 


5 e che ſon of Terah, R. Mai- 
monides + exprefily faith, It is well known 
| that our father Abraham was educated in the 
faith of the Zabians, who held there is no God 
but the ftars ; Beroſus {| acknowledgeth that 
he was ſkilful in the celeſftials, and Eupole- 
mus, cited by Euſebius, aſeribes to him 


'+ Mor. Nev. 


} Joſeph, Antiquit. i. 8. 
| the 


F 
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the invention of aſtrology and the Chaldaic lan- 
guage. The Zabians themſelves in their 
annals give this account of his departure out 
of Chaldæa v: Alrabam, fay they, being edu- 
cated in Ur, hut diſſenting from the vulgar, and 
aſſerting that © there tons. another Creator beides 
be Sun, they began th4s, and objefted againſt him; 
and amongſt - their objefions, they alledged the 
edident and manifeft operations of the Su in 
the world; but Abrabam anſwered them, . Yay 
are right, which Sun is like the ax which is 
in the hand 'of bim that Ariteib therewith, 
Then they recite ſome of the objections 
which he brought againſt them, and at laſt 
they ſay, that The king caft him into fri ſon, but 
nevertheleſs be pexfiſted in priſan to oppugy them 
whereupon the | king, fearing loſt be might do ſome 
Burt to his kingdom, and. ſeduce men. from. their 


religion, confiſcated all hi ate, and baniſbed him 
fo the atmoſt borders of the cot. 5 | 


* Mor. Ner, 


b 2 From | 
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. From. which relation Joſephus“ differs 
not much, who faith, that | Abrabam firſt 
undertook to controvert the genaue erroneous: opi · 
nion of men, concerning the Deity; and that 
he firſt taught and proved that there is but one 
God ; but ſeeing the Chaldæans and Meſopota- 
mians began to mutiny againſt him for it, he 
thought it ee to forſake the _— 


4 
Tux Rabbinical traditions are more par- 


ticular herein: R. Solomon Iarchi reports, 
from an ancient commentary, that Terah 
fell out with his ſon Abraham, in the pre- 
ſence of N imrod, for breaking his idols, 
| and that Abraham, was thereupon caſt into 
a firey furnace. Moſes Gerundenſis con- 
firms the fame ſtory, but R. Chain relates 
it otherwiſe : Abraham, ſaith he, met with 
a woman holding a diſh in ber hand, and the 
woman aſking bim whether be would would offer any 
. Lid, i i. cap. 3. 


thing 
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thing to be Gods, he took a ftaff,' and broke 
the images which the woman bad, and threw 
away the hf; his father. coming thither at 
the. ſame time; 4 demanded what was the matter. 
Abraham anſwered, - that ſhe, had. aſked bim, 
whether be. would make an offering, and that 
upon his: anſwering that he would firſt eat ſome- 
thing, there aroſe. a di iſpute betwixt them. But 
bis father urged that the buſineſs was otherwiſe, 
and that be was heard to ſay many reproachful 
things of Nimred. . The controverſy was brought 
before Nimrod, the king of Babel: be command- 
ed Abraham to worſhip the Fire that was ſet 
before lim; Abrabam anſwered, I ſo, then 
thau ſhalt adore the W ater, Water which quench- 
eth fire. Nimrod ſaid to bim, Worſhip the Ma- 
ter. Abraham anſwered, If ſo, worſbip the Clouds 
which: diftil- the water. Nimrod ſaid, Then 
worſhip the Clouds. N bereupon- Abraham, it 
be ſo, then the Wind is to be worſhiped which doth 


agitate and ſcatter the clouds. ain Nim- 
487 b 2 r od, 
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rod, Worſhip the Wind. But Pralum, If oz 
tien is a Man much more to be worſhiped who 
doth underftand dhe tend. At length Nimrod 
growing angry; TN tatkeft;” faith he, "idly 5; 1 
worſhip none but the Fire, into the mid of tohich 
1 will caſt thee. Let the God tom thou doft 
worſhip come and free thee by bis right band. 
Aran fiend by und talted; they afted f which 
opinion he was ; be anfevered, F Abraham” get + 
the better, I will be for bim; if Nimrod, for 
Nimrod. After Abjabam bat gone into the 
firey furnace and tobt Freed, they ſaid to Aran, 
Of which fide art thou ? He ſaid, Of Abraham's. 
Then they took bim, and caft Bim into the fire, 
and "all bis bowels were burned, and de was 
taken out dud in "the preſence of bis father. 
Bit Cedrenus ufflr ms, that Abraham throw 
ing his father's idols Into the fre, his bro- 
ther. Aran gene I to refave chem, 
Was burned. n 


TRE 
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Taz Arabjans, who imitate” the Jews in 
tures of their own upon Rabbiuical fables, 
give a further account of what happened 
unto Abraham after his departure from 
Nimrod, as appears by a fragment of a 
Mohammedan writer, of Which we hall 
cite only ſo much as moſt particularly con- 
was the fin wwho after Enoch, the. ſou of Seth, 
the ſon of Adam, an whom be peace, wwote 
with a pen, This thing afterzards Touris 
taugbt bis ſons, and ſaid to them : O ſous! 
| know that ye are Zabians, learn therefore 0 
read books in your youth, Now Zabians art 
writers, of whom the . not bath ſaid x, The 
Zabiaus and the Naxarener. "The ſame au- 
thor adds, that they. ccaſad wot to poſſeſs" the, . 
ny 452 Send eee Eds "oY e 1 
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among themſelves, until the times of Noah, and 
of Abraham, after that the high Cad - affiſted 
him againſt Nimrod, on whom be malediction. 
But in that day wherein Abraham wont out 
of the land of Irack, and would go into Syria, 
into the land of. bis fore-fathers, he went to the 
land of Charan and Gbefira, and there he found 
a people of the Zabians who read old. books, 
and believed ſuch things as were contained in 
them. But Abraham ſaid. O my God! I 
« did not think that beides myſelf and thoſe 
«< that are with me, there had been any of the 
« faithful who. believed thee to be one. And 
Cod breathed. to Abrabum this anſwer : * O 
<« Abraham, ibe earth is never deſtitute, but 
« that there are ſome in it that diſpute for 
 ©&. God,” But God commanded him to call 
, them to bis religion, and be called them, but 
they would not; ſaying, How ſhall we believe 
thee, when ihou readeſt not a book ? And God 
Jas n them a * of thoſe things 
which 
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which they knew of ſciences and of books, for 
they conceived the books, which they uſed, to be 
from God, and ſome of them believed, others 
not, Afterwards the Zabians were divided, and 
ſome of them believed, which were the Barha- 
means, who did not ſeparate themſebves from 
Abraham of bleſſed memory; but the reſt follow- 
ed their own religion very eagerly, and theſe were 
they who are in the land of Charan, zwho went not 
with Abraham into Syria, and ſaid; We follow 
_ the religion f Seth, of Edris, and of Noab. 
Thus, according to Kiſſæus, the religion of 
the Zabians was the ſame with that of the 
Haranzans, or Meſopotamians. What he 
relates of Abraham's being ſent to the Za+ 
bians, is all Borrowed from the Rabbinical 
traditions. * e: >> 19070 


Bur that there were anciently learned 
men in Arabia, ſkilful in natural philoſo- 
Fe” 3 and other ſciences, is 

70 b 4 | manifeſt 
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manifeſt from teſtimonies far more authen· 


tic; as particularly from the diſcourſes be · 


twixt Job and his friends. And where So- 
lomon's wiſdom is ſaid to have excelled the 
wiſdom of all the ſons of the eaft, it is plain- 
ly meant that he was ſuperior-in knowledpe 
to all the Arabian philoſophert. Tacitus, de- 
ſeribing Judza, ſaith, the land and bounds to the 
caſt are terminated by Arabia. And that the 
Jews called Arabia the eaſt country is evi- 
dent from ſeveral Places | in Scripture *. 

Pliny alfo mentions the Magi of Arabia, 
of whom he gives for inſtance Hippocus. 


\  Prolemy makes mention of tHe gulf of the 


Magi in Arabia; and Porphyrius (citing 
Diogenes) relates that Pythagoras, amongſt 


ether countries to which he travelled For 


learning, ent al/o to e and lived with 


the king there.” 


$4 * . „ e e is N 
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C 'H A P. . IV. ö 
Of the Writings of tie Zabians. 


HE Zabians pretended, as we have 
before ſhewn, to have had the books 

of Seth, and of Edris, and not only thoſe, 
but ſome alſo written by Adam; for the 
ſame author, continuing the ſtory of Abra- 
ham's coming amongſt the Zabians, adds, 
that afterwards Abraham opened the cheſt of 
Adam, aud behold, in it were the books of 
Adam; likewiſe the books of Seth, and of 
Earis; as alſo the names of all the prophets- 
that were to be ſent after Abraham ; and 
- Abraham faid, Happy indeed are the leins out 
of which all theſe prophets ſhall come: and 
God breathed to him this anſwer : Thou, 0 
Abraham ! art the father of them all, and they 
thy children; and for this reaſon Abraham de- 
105 ſerved 


\ 
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ferved to be called, the father of * , 
2 whom be peace. | 


Or che ſame Kind: „  Maimonides con- 
ceives The book of Healings to have been, 
which was hid __ Ezekiel. | 


"He alſo cites many other books of the 
Zabians, tranſlated into Arabic &, of which 
the chief is intitled, Of the Apriculture of the 
Nabateans, tranſlated by Aben Vackaſchijah : 
full of idolatrous extravagances. IN treats of 
the making of Tflmendias, of the deſcent of 
familiar ſpirits, of conjurations of demons, of 
devils, of ſuch as dwell in deſarts (as ſatyrs 
were thought to do). I contained alſo many 
other things very ridiculous, by which never- 
thelefs wy conceived that they could confute 


* Milena, Mor. Nev. 
I Ibid, | 


the 
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the manifeſt miracles of Moſes, and of the _ 
3 | 


* rn entitled, The zworſhip, or Of the 
worſhip of the Nabateans, out of which Mai- 
monides cites a ſtory concerning Abraham 
related above. | 


The book Haiftamchus, aſcribed to Ariſ- 
totle, but falſly *, 
The book Hatteleſmaoth +, of Thlmengias; ; 
Buxtorf renders it, Of ſpeaking images. 
Nie book Tamtam. 
The book of . Haſſearabh. 
Due book of the Degrees of the Cæleſtial 
Orbs, and the figures that are Os in cu 
degree. | 
Another book concerning Thimenaias, Which 
| alſo i is attributed to Ariſtotle. 


* Maim, Mor, Nev. 
+ Ibid. 
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The book of Iſaak the Zabian, wherein he 
argues in defence of the law of the Zabians. 
A A great book of the cuſtoms and particu- 
larities of the law of the Zabians, as of their 
feaſts, ſacrifices, pray:rs, and other things con- 
cermmng their belief. All theſe, faith Maimo- 
nides, are books which treat of idolatrous 
things, and are tranfiaied into the Arabic 


tongue *. 


Besrpes theſe, (as Maimonides acknow- 
legeth), there are many others. + Hottin- 


„ Beſides che book of Pſalms, the es of 
our canon which they read, they have other books 
which they eſteem equally ſacred, particularly. one in 
the Chaldee tongue which they call the . book of Seth, 
and is full of moral Gſcourſes. ; 1 ” Ye. 


p. 20. 


+ Hiſtor. Oriental. lib. 1. cap. 8. | 


ger 
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ger cites A treatiſe of Mobammed the elder, ſon 
of Tſaak, (ih his own poſſeſſion), who is 
otherwiſe .called Abulfarak, the ſon of Abi 
Jakub; and R. . 
preſſiy ſaith,” that he hath read u book con- 
cerning the wars of the Hebrews. under 
Ochniel- I alſo bave read (faith he) a book, 
chiefly written in our tongue, ꝛbhich telleth of 
the deſtruction of the city Sepber, and of "the 
Battles which. Othniel, our. leader, on whom be 
peace, fought. with the ſons of Aua, and of 
his father, and of his houſe. And in this book 
alſo are divers holy ſayings which were the 
ſayings of our fathers, and they have been pre- 
ſerved by the Zabians *. | 


® K. Schel. Chaval. Hakod. pharafh iii.-$.-2.... 
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renn Ramel a 
2 DE E* Zabians Bald (as well at the Chal- 
"2 'Leans)thar the Stars are gods, but the Sun 

10 erdacht 60 Pu. 3 for 1 pa aher, _ 
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| wa and invifible God, over all thoſe, appears (to 
omit other proofs) from their uſual form of addreſſing 
themſelves to him, which was this, I dedicate myſelf 
to thy ſervice, o God] I dedicate mel F to thy fer- 
vice, „ God! — Thou haft no companion, except thy 
companion, of whom thou art abſolute maſter, and of 
<vhatever is his. Al Shahreſthani.— The idolatry of 
the Zabians then chiefly conſiſted in worſhiping the 
fixed ftars and planets, and the angels, and their 
images, which they honored as inferior deities, and 
whole interceſſion they begged, as their mediators with 
God. They ſuppoſed the idols not to be /i juris, 
though they offered ſacrifices and other offerings to 
| - the 
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the been hen, the pte, uin worlds; 


1 
NU 4s. Pry a8 ts God, Who e ee * 
with the leaſt portion, as Mohammed in his Koran 
upbraids them. Thus when they planted fruit · trees, 
or Towel a field, they divided it by a line into. two 
parts, ſetting one part for their idols, and the other 
for God; if any of the fruits happened to fall from the 
idol's part. into God's, they made reſtitution; but if 
from God's part into the idol's, they made not reſtitu- 
tion, So when they watered the idol's grounds, if 
the water broke over the channels made for that pur- 
poſe, and ran on God's part, they dammed it up again; 
but if the contrary, they let it run on, ſaying, they 
wanted what was God's, but he wanted nothing“. In 
the ſame manner, if the offering deſigned for God hap- 
pened to be better than that deſigned for the idol, they 
made an , but not otherwiſe +. 


It was from this groſs 13125 or the worſhip of 
inferior deities, or companions of God, as the Arabs 
continue to call them, that Mohammed reclaimed his 


8 


8 Nadm al-dorr . 
+ Al Beidawi, 
| and 
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and call him, the great lord, the lord of good v. 
What they relate concerning Abraham, 
refuſing to worſhip the ſun, is delivered 
elſewhere; what they further fable of the 
Patriarchs, That Adam (not being the firſt 
man, but begotten by a man and woman) 
was a prophet of the moon, and, by preach- 
ing, perſuaded men to worſhip the moon, 
and compoſed books of huſbandry; That 
Noah was huſbandman likewiſe, but believ- 
ed not in idols, for which they diſcom- 
mended him in all their writings ; That 
Seth alſo difſented from Adam as to wor- 
ſhiping the moon; ſee delivered more ful- 


ly by Maimonides . 


countrymen, eſtabliſhing the ſole worſhip of the true 
God among them; ſo that, how much ſoever the Mo- 
hammedans are to blame in other points, they are far 
from being idolaters, as ſome ignorant writers have pre- 
tended, See Prel, Diſc, to Sale's Kor. 

* Maimonides, a 


+ Mor, Nevoh. 
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Tum ferm of worſhiping theſe gods 
was twofold, daily and monthly; the dai- 
ly, is by Said Vahed- deſcribed thus : They 
nale the firſt day ſacred te the Sun; the ſecond, 
ta ibe moon; the third, to Mars; the fourth, 
zo: Mercury; the fifth, 10 Jupiter; the fiutb, 
n or t; en fo Sara, "= 


acc 


well) and want of records,” permit us not to . 


the preciſe prried. ben. the Chaldeang departed from 

the purity. of their primitive ſyſtem. But 25 FRG all 
human ſocigties, there js a mixture of good and bad, 
ef noble and. baſe, is ſhould ſegm that 2 meanex ſet of 
them bad early proftityted. their ſcience to incantation 
1 while er ee part re- 


* See llalah xlvii. F 11 and 135 where by che 
eo nan. the feciety. of the heavens, or heayen- 
companions, which we have tranſlated afirologers, ſeems 
to be meant the ſeparated, or, if you pleaſe, the con- 
ſeerated body of the Chaldgay aftronomers; and by the 
fargezers d monthly progneflicatars, the fortunc- 


| Y Diſtance of rims (ith! the i ingenious My Black. 


| * ee Eat. 
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"Tax" deſcription: of [their monthly wor- 
ſhip receive from a MS. of Muhammed ben 
Mad, cited by Hottinger; “ They begin 
the year from the month Niſan, of 
«© which they keep holy the firſt, ſecond, 
<< and third days; adoring and praying to 
*© their goddeſs Beltha : they go to ber 
* temples, ſacrifiſing ſacrifices, and burn- 
« ing living creatures. On the fixth day 


Jas TAL if 


nounced them for ſo doing, and acquired fuch re. 
tion by their upright conduct and celeſtial ſcience, 2s, 
like other divine lawgivers, to be thought worthy of 
empire . It is paſt doubt, that before they were 
known to the Arabs, under the name of Zabians, they 
had ſuperadded to their firſt principle of one ſupreme 
God (to which they lnyiolably adhered) ; a ſecond prin- 


" Abe N rj F BaCunovia raſexia ee &n- 
een, cher bels 72876 XAAAATIOIE Sen. 
rels, 6 viel d5poropia; d 79 xo” apoootirrad 


4% ee u yereaianoſeiv = sc 8 xaJadiyorrati Gt 
ZTepor- STPAB, BIB. . See alſo Bis Account of 


Moles, i in the xvith books," under the aniele of Sytia, 
cc of 
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« of the fame month they kill a bull to 
*© their goddeſs the Moon; and towards 


the evening of the ſame day eat it. On 


the eighth day they keep a faſt, and like- 


c wiſe at night celebrate a feaſt in honor 


* of the ſeven gods and of the demons; 
c offering a lamb to the god of the blind 
« [Mars]. On the fifteenth day is the feſti- 
ce val of Sammael, by this name the Tal- 


© mudiſts underſtand the Devil *], cele- 


* Or rather the angel of Death, | 


ciple, of the heavenly bodies being, as it were, his 


miniſters, and mediators between him and ſinful men. 
Upon this they built ſuch a train of ſuperſtitious prac- 


tices, performed in honor of the brighteſt ſtars, as 
made ſome fancy them to be denominated + from theſe | 
objects of their worihip, which ſavore] ſtrongly of 5 


idolatry. High devotion, like other paſſions, when 


divorced from underſtanding, ſtands on the brink of a 


+ From PLDWXAS — the Ho ft 
of heaven, 
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6 brated with many ſacrifices, holocauſts, 
4 and offerings. On the twentieth they 
6 viſit a Cœnobium of the Charranzans, 
6 called Cadi, where they kill three: oxen, 
te one to Saturn; another to Mars, the 
e blind god; the third to the Moon: they 
6c kill likewiſe nine lambs, ſeven to their 
60 ſeven gods (the planets), one to the 
8 of the geniuſes, and one to the god of 
« the hours. They likewiſe burn many 


precipice, with a deſcent ſs ſlippery, that, without 
ſome counter-paſſion. to keep the poiſe, down it vaſes. 
into ſuperſtition and folly. | 


«© Theſe viſible planets, ſaid they, theſe glorious 
©© incorruptible orbs, are the eternal habitations of 
«© Genii, or vehicles of pure ſpiritual ſubſtances, which 
% animate them as the human ſoul does the body, and 
© by whoſe miniſtry and interpoſition the ſupreme 
«© Being (whom they call the God of Gods, and Lord 
« of Lords) governs the world, and diſpoſes of the 
« fates of men, It is they that teveal his ſovereign 


« lambs 
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'* Jambs and cocks. On the twenty- eighth 
c day, they go into the temple which 
c they have in the city Zaba, at a certain 
*© gate of Charran, called the gate Aſſarah; 
and kill to Hermes their god a great 
„ bull; as alſo ſeven lambs to their ſeven 
gods; one to the god of the dæmons, and 
„ to the god of the hours, eating and 


& will to mortals, and by their means his benefits 
are conveyed to the inhabitants of the earth,” At 
| firſt therefore, continues my author, they offered up 
their prayers to theſe miniſters of the divine will; then 
they proceeded to burn incenſe and make oblations, 
ſuch as they thought moſt agreeable to their ſ uppoſed 
| natures, They accurately obſerved their riſing and 
* ſetting, their conjunctions and aſpects, their houſes, 
as they are called, or manſions among the conftella- 
tions, dividing the world among them, and aſſigning 
ſuch and ſuch a ſpecies of 'being to each particular 
planet's adminiſtration. According to their number, 
they made a ſucceſſive revolution of time in ſeven 
days, which we call a week, and confecrate each day 
to its guardian planet; a cuſtom that, from them, bas 

4 3 * drinking ; 
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drinking; but they burned nothing of 
any beaſt that day. 


Tus ſecond month, which is Jiar, they 
begin alſo with ſacrifices, celebrating the 
conſecration of Sammael, and feaſting : 
The ſecond day they keep in honor of 
* Aben Salem; drinking, and filling their 
* hands with tamariſk and other fruits. 


& Tus twenty-third day of the third 
« month they keep in honor of Sammael, 


ſpread through moſt. nations, and ſeems to favor the 
aſſertion of the Jewiſh and Arabic authors, that their 
religion, as it is among the oldeſt in the world, has 
likewiſe ſpread itſelf over the face of the whole earth. 


But in proceſs of time their. rites multiplied, and 
their worſhip grew more ſenſual. Their mediatory 
planet, they obſerved, frequently withdrew from their 
fight, while they ſtood in conſtant need of his inter- 
ceſſion and influence. They therefore formed to them- * 

| * whont 
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whom they affirm to be the god that 
« maketh the arrows fly; the Cumar, or 
5 prieſt, makes an arrow take fire twelve 
times, by rubbing another ſtick againſt 
it: the laſt time he creeps upon the 
« ground, and puts flax to it; if their flax 
* kindle,. they conceive their rites well 
accepted of the gods, otherwiſe not. 


A 


c 


* 


c 


A 


* 


** 


c 


> Taz fourth month Thammuz, had a 
ce peculiar ſolemnity about the middle of 


ſelves figures or ſchemes, myſtically repreſenting the 
powers and proprieties, not only of each planet, but 
of the Lord of all, and his chief attributes, Theſe 
were put in 3 ſort, of ſhrine of a proportional form, to 
which they paid a pious reverence, 


6 Thus the ſhrine of the Fi f Cauſe was ſet over 
„all the reft, and received their prime devotions. 
KC Under it was the ſhrine of Mind, or 133 3 
„ then the ſhrine. of Providence, or Forefight; then 
«6 of Spirit; and, laſt of all, the ſhrine of Neceſity — 


C 4 6:0 
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te it, called thefeftival Al Ball, f lie we- 
* inp Women. The. briginal of Which is 
c thus related by R. Maimonidẽs: In the 
te ſame book, fich he, they tell à ſtory 
ce of à certain ' idolatrous pſeudopropher, 
* named Thammuz: Who calting upon the 
6 King to worſhip the Teven planets, "and 
« the twelve figns 6f the zodiac, and being 
e by the king put to an ignominious death; 
den dhe ſame night in Which ke Was lain, 
all of a perſegt. ſherical figure, ex Eternity®. 
After theſe, ſtdod the ſhrine d 1, an 
44 or figure of ſix angles; lter, 
« a triangle; of Mars, „ e 
by a" Perfect 1 ; * — * 2 8 
* PhiloJaus, the eminent eee or ſays the cir- 
rie wis Coliſecrted a4 the ſymbol of the Glide, ros fd 
J F $08643;"7 as they were inHANgebes. * 
Wirbin the agent, which the Tchoolmen call 2 


Vue, is che 4 dien of Mind Ar E my 
etrele put in mötſbn. Duauſſtiur. 


14 EE ; cc all 
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all the images from all parts of the earth 
© met in the palace which was erected at 
« Babylon to the great golden image of 
c the fun, ſuſpended betwixt heaven and 
&« earth. There this image of the ſun fell 
© down proſtrate in the midſt, and all the 
© reſt of the images ſtanding round about 
te it, bewailed Thammuz, and began to 
4 relate what had happened to him ; where- 
« upon the reſt of the images began to 


Now, from the worſhip paid to theſe- myſtic /brines, 
and ſymbolical repreſentations, intelligible to few. but 
tbeir prieſts, it was natural for a new ſect to form it- 
:Telf, fond of a real image, or rather a fancied likene/5 of 

the favorite planet. This they made of ſuck metal 
as they imagined was moſt conſonant to its nature; 
of gold, to the Sun; of flver, to the Moon; of iron, 


to Mars; — and thereby fixed the tradition of the names 


given to the metals by the chymiſts, which is equal- 
* There are two ſects of Zabians, ſays Shahreſtan 


« weep; 


* 


| 
| 
{| 
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_ £. weep, and lamented all that night. But 


as ſoon as the morning appeared they 
* all flew away, and returned home to 
their ſeyeral temples. Hence came the 
& cuſtom, that on the firſt day of the 
« month Thammuz [June], they weep, 
* lament, and bewail Thammuz, This 


6 cuſtom of women weeping for Tham- 
© MUZ is mentioned alſo by the Prophet 


1 received over the world, as their doctrine of the 
days of the week. Then offering, ax the proper hour 
and preciſe minute of the day conſecrated to the planet, 
the moſt grateful perfumes and ſacrifices, which theß 
always burnt entire, they believed that the pure ſpi- 
ritual intelligence, deſcending from its orb at their 
prayer, alighted on its ic Symbol, ſaid the better 
fort; on its real image, ſaid the more ſenſual, which 
it animated, and made ſometimes to ſpeak, and at 
other times appear in dreams and viſions, to reveal the 
wil! of the moſt high God, and direct its ous vota- 


tries to their own NN * 
2 b 


* Pocock. 8 hiſt, 4. 6 
l | | my Ezekiel 
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Ezekiel *, as imitated by the Jews. The 
ce twenty-ſeventh day of this month they 
* conſecrate to Sammael, and to other 
gods and demons; facrificing nine lambs 
to Hanan, 


« In the fifth month, which, like the 
“ Syrians, they call Ab, they preſs new 
“ wine to their gods, and give it ſeveral 
c names; this they do the eight firſt days. 
They likewiſe kill a new- born infant to 
their gods, which they beat all to pieces; 
then they take the fleſh and mix it with 
« rye-meal, ſaffron, ears of corn, mace, and 
little cakes like figs; they bake this in 


* Chap. viii. v. 14. 


Here we find the ſecond ſtep of our progreſſion, the 
introduction of ffar-worſhip among a people who for- 
merly adored one only God, and who ftill pretended to 
implore his bleſſing through the mediation of theſe his 

ſuppoſed miniſters. Letters on Mythology. 
W | « 2 new 
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-« A new oven, and give it to the people 

© f the congregation of Sammael all the 
«« year long; no woman eats of -this, nor 
* ſervant, nor ſon of a bond- woman, nor 
«« man that is poſſeſſed, or mad *.“ 


Tax rites of the ſixth month, named 
Eiloul, are thus deſcribed by the ſame au- 
thor: Three days they boil water to waſn 
* themſelves, chat * may Wes" the 


1 anne ee 8 
nious idolatry could be | conſequential, on a religion 
which was once ſo fimple and ſo pure ? As far as we 
can penetrate into the dark receſſes of Antiquity (Gaith 
the abovementioned author), 'the moſt ancient worſhip 
upon record in the world ſeems to have been that of 
ONE ALMIGHTY GOD, governorof all things; 
a worſhip that does not appear to have been confined to 
any one nation or tribe, but to have, prevailed all over 
the Zaſt, and principally in Chaldea, its perpetual ſeat. 
This is that religion which is ſtill known under the 
name of Zabi iſm among the Eaſtern writers, whoſe early. 

“ rites 
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* rites of Sammael, who is the prince of 
c the dæmons and the greateſt God; into 
“ this water they caſt ſome tamariſk, wax, 
& olives, ſpice, &c. and when it is hot, 
« take i it before ſun-riſe, and pour it upon 
c« . their dodies, as an amulet. The ſame 
6c day alſo, they kill eight lambs, ſeven to 
„their gods, and one to the God Sam- 
« mael; they eat alſo in their congrega- 
ce tions, and drink every man ſeven cups of 


profeſſors worſhiped neither in temples nor by images, 
but offered prayer with odors immediately under heaven, 
the habitation of the Moſt High; the patriarch, or head 


of the vile being commonly both prieſt and king. 


\ When hs prophet; whoſe doctrines now fill, the 
figeft countries of the globe, firſt aſſerted his divine 
miſſion, his - countrymen, the Arabs, were immerſed 
in groſs. ignorance, and as tenacious of their pagan 
ſuperſtitions, as they are now of iſſamiſin; for it is rare 
that religion wholly changes the character of a nation, 
unleſs it have art altered the conſtitution of their i 


« yine;z 
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© wine; the prince exadts of every one of 


© them two drachms, to be paid into his 
e exchequer, On the twenty-fixth day of 
* the ſame month, they go forth to a 
© mountain, celebrating the rites of the 
© Sun, Saturn and Venus; burning eight 
* hen-chickens, eight cocks, and as many 
< hens; He who hath made a prayer and 
c requeſt to fortune takes an old cock, 

6 or a cock-chicken, to the wings of 


vil government. To the north and weſt of them dwelt _ 
Fews and Chriſtians, a large mixture of both having 
likewiſe ſettled in Arabia itſelf; but to the eaſt lay 
the people long famous under the name of Chaldeans, 

zealous teachers of a refined ſort of idolatry, Now the 
Arabs, new converts to the belief of one God (the firſt 
article of their apoſtle's creed), were to be diftinguiſhed 
ſrom all the reſt, and warned againft the infection of 
the ſurrounding fe&s, of whom he commonly claſſes 
four together; Jeu, Zabians, Chriſtians, and M 

giant. He calls the firſt three 9 nd; 


* Al Koran. Suras 3 Ul, v. XXil, 


«© which 
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« which he ties two ſtrings ; and ſets their 


ends on fire, and gives up the chickens 


< to the goddeſs Fortune. If the chickens” 
are quite conſumed by the fire, his prayer 
« 15 heard; but if the fire of thoſe firings 


* goes out before the chickens be quite 
6 burned, the lord of fortune accepts not 


<© his prayer, nor offe:ings, nor ſacrifices. 


4 On the ' twenty-ſeventh and twenty- 


« eighth, they have their myſteries, ſacri- 


pedple who found their faith upon a book, and arms 
his followers with anſwers to their objections, as many 
of them were apoſtatizing to the Zabians, Eafterns ; by 
whom he no doubt means the dabei of alda. 


Mobaamed was himſelf illiterate: he frequently glo- 
ries in it, and makes it a proof of his mitfion from hea- 
ven; fince it was impoſſible a book of ſuch divine elo- 


quence as the Koran ſhould be the compoſure of an 


ignorant prophet. The Moflems accordingly admire 


and = it: bey make it not * the rule of their 
NON | & fices, 


I Pt x " 
+£5.46 4 t+ + 
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“ fices, offerings, and holocauſts to Sam- 
4 mael, their lord: to the dæmons and 
* geniuſes, which compaſs them , about, 
defend them, and beſtow en W 
s on n & 34] 14 3490 adage $1 


2 4 


7 2. *  y 


1 * months png * gy- 
rians and Zabians call the frft. Tifghri, 
hath peculiar. rites, thus deſcribed, by the 
ſame author WII. About the middle of this | 


Aife, but the ſtandard of their ſtyle, and mode] of their 
language: they borrow every term ulech i in it, and are 
perpetually alluding to it in their writings. 
the other ſects, finding the Chaldeans mentioned by 
their prophet under the appellation of Zabiin, Eafterns, 
they retained the term; and, by tranſlating many of their 
books, have made a name unknown, to the "wo and 
* writers n * the world, . 
| WR” r a 2250 
For ſore ao * Kielifa Mohanimed";fuccel- 
Goth, were barbarous bloody enthuſiaſts, They, declar- 
ed war againſt the learning, as well as the religion of 


„ month, 


. P * 
* - 
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month, they burn meat to the dead,; in 
© chis manner: Every one buys of. every 
4 ſoxt af meat that is in che market; of 
* all kind f fleſn; fruits, groen and dry; 
& they likewiſe dreſs it deveral ways; all 
© which they burn in the night-tune: to 


* the dead, together with the thigh-bone- 


«< of a camel they alſo pour mixed wine 
6 upon the fire, for che dead to drink, 


other nations, and burnt ll the books they could lay 
hands on, "The deftruftion i in particular of the cele- 
brated Alexgndrigu library, was the greateſt wound 
ever  xeceived b literature, But about the beginning 
of the third centyry of the Hejjrg, the conqueſt of rich 
and polite nations, having by degreezdiveſted the Arabs 
of their former fierceneſy, they turned this cantempt of 
knowledge, and hatred of the means of it, into the 
moſt Frdent t puripit gf ſcienge that ever F * 
ele. 3 

Auel, ae fn i. i SY 

. » Seribey0) Sadies * 3. od banje? 
* the infinite produſticas et ibo, 


133 161 * d IN 


— — A — — 
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I the eighth month, which is called 
the later Tiſfhri, they faſt on the twenty - 


&, firſt day, and ſo on, for nine days, the 
<« laſt of which is the twenty - ninth. This 


*. day they faſt in honor of the lortl of for- 


nn &c. Alz ni mind Noch 0314 * 
1146 art! 211 $1.1; tits 203 end 4. a3 122 


« The; ninth mh. called the feſt: Ca- 


| 8 in ghia nared to Yegusrd aq 926 


own fruitful and firey genius, with indefatigable pains 


they ſet themſelves to tranſlate, f into their wondrous 


tongue, all the principal authors i in hiſtory, poetry 
philoſophy, medicine, and mathematics, that were in 


teſt vogue among the. conquered ations, Thus | 


they have Plato and Ariftotle, Exclid and "Archimedes, 
Hippocrates and Galen, and eyen Homer and Ling, 
ſpeaking the language of the vidtorious en. 1 


I the beglhiligs of this happy diſpoſition, the books 


of the Zabians could not eſcape their curigfity, They 
were written in a diale&'of their own ſpeech, and con- 
tained both the philoſophy and religion that had been 


lang pre valent over the. Za. The great hiſtorian, 
l. | b. fourth 


j 


: 
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„fourth day they ſet up à tabernacle, 
„Which they call the bed of Beltha; 


*, adorning it with ſeveral. leaves, fruits, 
«* roſes, &ec. Before they offer their ſacri- 
e fices of beaſts and birds, they ſay, Let 
* theſe ſacrifices be deſtined to our goddeſs 


_ 6 Beltha.. This they do for ſeven days: all 


which time they burn many [beaſts to 


. their. — — n 1 _ 


A Ener, toys 66 That pl gl and rites of 
«rhe Zabians, in the current opinion of the Arabian 
« doctors, were the very ſame with thoſe of the an- 
* cient Chaldeans; that their chief ſeat was in Harun, 
'* on the Chaldean' border, where they bad their grand 

4 tempfe on che topof z hill” Ic s called the city of 
the Zabians, ' andd was ſo famous as the prime reſidence 
of the ſect, that 4 Har anite' and à Zabian were equi: 
Yatent-tertis,” The Wr * chair arr ar 
theſes * 0 nt | 4 


5217 21 bo Mar , F 


le — * vod to. be PEAR governed 
by a co- eternal mind, whom they worſbip under the 
« fymbol of fre 3, they Ss reverence to 


ce tieth 


3 


M 
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+ tieth day of the fame month, the prieſt 
fits in a high chair, to which he gets 
up by nine ſteps/;- and, taking in his hand 
«« ſtick of tamariſk, ſtretcheck it out to 
„ them all, and ſtriketh every one of them 
with it three, five, or ſeven times. Af. 
5 terwards he maketh a diſcourſe to them, 
« wherein he declareth to che congrega- 
tion their continuance, multitude, places, 


* and anne; above all other nations; 


41 Ka its. apparent Hrs, anita the avon: and 
6 fers partiripsting of the ſaws cœeſtial nature, In 
„ eanſcquence of cheſe principles, they invented fig- 
* nificant, rites, aud pious prafitices, , 
„ yanera$ion, and calenlstad, as they thay 
1 obtain the favor af theſe inferior rulers. of 
« yerls,” This ĩs preciſely cha religion af the d 1 
dears; and this the eaſtern fages call the primary aud 
moſt ancient religion in the world, In this, ſays the 
moſt learned of the Rabbim, was Abraham educated 
among che Chaldees his countrymen; and this was the 
foundation of the religion praftifed by the” Magi, or 
priefts of the Aria, — and Peg enplres. 

cc he 


OP HR ZABIANS wil 
„he Bkewviſe tells ehem the largeneſo of 


« their ettypire, and the days of their reign, 


4 After whith he comes down from the 

„ chait, and they eat of the things offered 
to the ſdots, and drimk . and the prince 
© ext of every one l 
* two drachms to the exchequer. 


„ Taz tenth month, called the other Ca- 

nun, ſeoms particularly devoted to the 

% Moon; for on the twenty ſourth day 
* thereof is the nativity of the Lord, chat 
ie the Moon, at what. time they cele» 
% brate the rites of Semmel ſacrificing, 
and burning fourſeore liviag ereatures, 
“ four-footed beaſts and fowl : they alſo 
4 eat and drink, and burn badi | ſticks or 
« canes of palm, ſlender at the bottom] to 
" Gow gods and goddefles, 


" 


2 g the eleventh month, Sijubat, they 


« faſt ſeven days together, beginning from 
d 3 *© the 


FFF 
- 
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the ninth day „ upon, which, they pro- 


claim a faſt, to the Sun, Who is the 
6 great Lord, the Lord of good. They 


eat not in all; this time any thing, of 


« milk; nor drink wine; nor pray dur- 


ing this month to any but * * 


« genii, and dæmonns. 


13 \ 


IN the month” A, Which is the 


„Moon, cfpeciatly on' the — -frh 
e day: the preſident diſtributes à bay ba 
eto the congregation, in honor of Mars; 
the prince exacts of every one of them 
towards his exchequer two drachms.? 


OFT THE ZABIANS. lv 
8 hes [of H l A p. VI, 
Other iter of the Zabians contrary to the Als 
b. law. 


MAIMONIDES* mentions ſeve- 
ral other rites of the Zabians, which 
ary expreſſly ' repugnant. to. the levitical 

w, adding, that he was acquainted with 
= hood and cauſes of many of the laws 
of Moſes, by means of knowing the faith, rites 
and -worſhip of the Zabians. The examples 
alledged by him and others are theſe : : 


| Tazy offered leavened bread 255 * for 


their offerings, made choice of feveet things 
only, and anointed their data with . : 
prohibited, Davis." ii. 1117255 | 


_ Tazy uſed on 4 certain 8 to feed © on 
| i. s fleſh ; prohibited, Levit. xi. 7. 


* More Nevckim. | 
d 4 TnEr 


inſomuch that they wonld cums to him, and tell 
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Tukv held it acted to Kill and feed 
on ſome beaſts permitted to the Jews ; as the 


ox; which, kfaimonides faith, they nnch hots 
ored for the great profit ht brings by agricul- 


ture, and therefore held it unlawful to kill him, 


as alſo the Help; ; neither of which hy" whe 


Sour of the ZaMlans worſhiped id, . 
lieving they had the ſhapes of yoats, ani here. 
fore called tem Seitir 3 On the : 


the ſevitical la prohibits 20 offer fherifon 
le Seirim, unto goats, chat is to fay, devitk 


appearing in the forms of goats, Wo. 
wü. 775 | wh. 


|; Thoven icky did . . 4 
thing exceedingly deteflable, yes. they did eat it, 
believing it to be the food of the demons, and 


that he that tid eat of it Joould betone a bro- 


ther or intimate atgudinranite of the gemone, 


hin 


or THE ZABIANS w. 
him: fturs 'evonts 3 — Levit, wi. 


70˙ _ HY 

+\Tuxy leg the Sun at his — * 
«Mick reaſon; 62 bu Rabbim- expreſſy- teach 
in Gemara, faith Maimonides, Abraham our 
father deſigned the Weſt for the place of the 
fanffum ſanctorum, when ke 206r/Piped in the 
mouritdin Moria: Of this idolatry they in- 
wvpter what the prophet Ezekiel“ ſaith, of 
the men with their backs towards the temple 
of the Lord, and -thely fazes- — rad, * 
wir Piping the Siem fotwarils te cg. | 


Modalito Ben. lade tekates, thay: th 
ſhaved themſelves with razors, and branded 
themſelves with fire ; there were alſo married 
women amoneft them ho ſhaved themſelves in 
the fame miner; forbidden, Levit, xxl. g. 


„ Chap, offi. 1, 
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Tuer hid à cuitotn of pafing their children, 
as ſoon as they were born, through the fire, 
which they worſhiped, affirming that ſuch chil- 
uren as were not ſo paſſed would die v. This 
was alſo ä 5 by the leviti- 
cal law. W. 9 | mr 
ne 

Pay. had * — of . 
Ad by Maimonides +, to which he 
. e * * r to * 

0 Maimonides,: Mor Nev. MI wn look + wa Be 74 

* Mor. Nev. ili. 37.— The More Nevokim was. 
tranſlated from the Arabic of Maimonides, into Rab- 
binical Hebrew, and afterwards into Latin, and printed 
= in 1520 it was alſo tranſlated by Buxtorf's 
fon, — This book, More Nevokim, ſeems to deſtroy the 
Jewiſh religion, containing many philoſophical argu- 
"ments contrary to their fathers? traditions: and it eauſ- 
ed great quarrels among the Rabbies of the XIIth cen- 
tury. The French Jews condemned the author, and 
hurnt the book, but ſome moderate Spaniards appeaſ- 
ed all thoſe diſputes; and ever fince the Jewsprefer this 

OTHERS 


: 
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Ortnzxs there are of the ſame kind cited 
by the ſame author; who concludes that 
as concerning thoſe particular laws, the reaſons 
whereof are concealed, and the benefit unknaws 
to me, it proceeds from hence, that the things- 
which we hear are not ſuch as thoſe which we 
fee and perceive with our eyes. For this cauſe, 
thoſe things concerning the rites of the Zabians, 
which. I have learned by hearing, and from 
their woritings, are not ſo ſolid and certain, as 
with thoſe who have ſeen them pratliſed, eſpe- 
tially ſeeing that their opinions and ſefts peri o- 
ed a N years fince, and their names were 
aboliſhed Wo 


Rabbi's E opinions before any others. Read Buxtorf's 1 
Preface to the tranſlation of Moreh Nevokim. Cunæus, | 
Li i. de Repub. Hebr, Caſaubon, n &c. 


9 Mor. Nev, 3 iii. 44. 
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" RECAUT givtius the following account concerning 


thoſe Zabians, They worſhip the Jun as the greateſt of 


ell the gods, the Moon ds the greateſt goddeſs, and tht 
Stars as inferior deities. This religion hath infriru a 


| &7cat part of the Eaſt: Mohammed makes mention of them 


in his Koran, and affords the ſame privileges to the 
'Zabians which he doth to Chriſtians. Theſe idolaters ave 
called by ſeveral names, but all fignifying the ſame ſort 
of prople, or that differ little from ont another. They 
are called Chaldeans, Nabatheans, Caltaanites, Wc. 
There are ſome afirolegers and phyſicians of this ad at 
Gonftantinople ; ; but i in the kingdom of Perfia near the fea 
of Tabriftar they are in great numbers. They ſetm. to 
Have no great perſuaſion of the immortality of the ſoul, 
wor of any puniſhment or reward after this life, They 
feldom or never revenge any injuries done to them, be- 
caife they look pon theri as the natural and neceſſary 
ieh of the heaventy lufluences, and art ho more pro- 
voled by them,” than ave art ur 1 great ſhutber. falling 
bon xs, or at the heat of the +7 in the midſt of ſummer. 

They call themſelves Mendai; and, befides the Arabic, 


_ they ſpeak @ ſort, of corrupt Chaldee, which they <write 


i peculiar charafers q. ſo that there be very few be- 


Ales their prigſts that can read or write it. Theſe priefts 


are called Scheics, that is to ſay, old men, and ave obe- 


dient 


POSTSCRUYPT. bd 


dient to other, higher prigffi, monks or biſbopi, u 
they call Channebra, They belivve that iſa, that is, 
| Pos, i the foul of God; that is to ſay, his xyelibelows 
ad, and iat he never died, the Fewvs having trucified 
ax appearence inflead of him. They obſerve three kinds 


of offirings or ſacrifices, the fiſt is of bregd, wing and 


W of a ſbeep. 


MeL of their books in a brought from _ 


the Eaft, are te be found in the library of Mn 
Calbert. The father Ange of &. Joſeph, 4 Carmelite, 
who c, & miſſionary in the Eaſt, in his works, treats 
awry largely concerning theſe Sahaites, <vbom he ſuppoſes 
to be the wery ſame with theſe who are called Chriffions 
of &. John, He tells us #lfo that Iden are called Meu 
dai, that is to ſay, according 19 their in;crpretation, Ras · 


de- hai, ar creatures of the living one. But other au. 


thors awill have Mendai to be a Chalde word, aud fig- 
vifiing Trocun de, Cubic, as if the/e modern Sabaites 
evere' & remainder of the ancient Guoftics, In defence 
of this opition they tell uu, that the ancient Gnoftics avere 
chriflians in name only, but phile/ſophers indeed; that 
they followed the philoſophy and extravagant conceits 
of the Chaldeans in their aftrelogy; and thei they had 
ey of Broken, of Ard, and many ather of the 


Patriarchs, 


| fngtular. thing, that the Cialdec language of the Sabaites 


7 | POSTSCRIPT, 
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 doth-eapreſe all the wewels awith A Alſind literal chatars © 
ler, as by example the vowel a with an alephy\thewowe! 
.3-wwith a Fod, and that they: do not write zy way of 
 abridgement of the wowels, as they do in Hebrew," Ara» 
ic, Chaldee. and Syriac, "where" they are ſupplied by 
points, when they hove a mind to "y them. e 
* Ik AL owenk * * W * 5 
* "PROM what A be Ma! 5, 5 Pr 
of the'Zabians, it appears probable; at leaſt, that the 
loves of Othniel and Achſah, is 4 remant of their 
learning. F there ſhould be found, in the courſt of the 
poem, paſſages -vhich differ from the reft in their" matter 
vr hr, we can only attribute it to the imperfectiom 
 Jormenly' therein, aud which ancient capyiſis may be ſin- 
poeſed to have altered or ſupplied. That ile wort, in its 
| freſint ſlate, was not the entire production M one penmaa, 
it apparent from hihcd; that, in many places there are 
volt period of Chaldaic," and niany avords and pbraſts 
Syriac; the reft being \ſeriptural Hebrew. To the. A- 
thor ef Letters concerning Mythology the. Zranſlater 
n mc indebted for the long notes Jubjoindd. to tlie fores 
Fi ev l. cum; he is ve rhef bey br 
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OTHNIEL and ACHSAH. 
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\ENEATH a fir, Gat the beau- 
teous Achs An — by grief 
more lovely! — She mourned 

the abſence of the ſon of KEN AZ — 
and hung with anguiſh on the name 
of OTHNIEL. — She preſſed the riſing 
air with lamentation — ſhe pierced 
the, azure pavement with her woes. 
— Thy vallies, Azul echoed her 
complaint — thy hallowed groves, 
thy dreary caves, reverberated ſadneſs! 


B AT 
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Ar length, the weeping Acnsan, 
kn g from her moſſy couch, eſſayed 
to walk her ſolitary way. — Alas! 
in wein. — Thy ſtream, o KARBAN! 
faw "ber fall — thy luxuriant waves 
beheld the fair oppreſſed — thy flow - 
ery bank ſuſtained her grief-enfeebled 
limbs! — and, while ſhe joined a 
pearly ſtream to thine, moiſtening 
each ſweet upon her lovely breaſt, — 
with unuſed melody thy waters flow- 


ed along — raiſing the harmonious 


cadence of that rapturouſly-attuned 

voice, which mourned it's abſent 

love! — Thus there ſhe plained = 

_ thus breathed her ſorrows to unpity- 
ing air: 


AID 


ö 
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| Aip me, ye objects of delight, 
around me ! — Ye groves, which oft 
have witneſſed my content = now 
aid INC — alas, uncomfortable hope ! 


o aid me in my forrows ! — day e * 


how ſhall 1 ſeek my beloved? — 


| 9 how ſhall I trace his ſteps! — For 


wo 


through fatigue — how my unrepoſed 
limbs forget their office! — With re- 


peated ardor* I have ſought him, on 


the clouded mountains of HAZ AR- 


GADDAH — through thy vallies have 


I fought my beloved, o Azz ! 


An l who are theſe who come in 
wind-ſwelled raiment ? — O ſay, ye 


2 Literally : In ſeeking, I have fought him. 
B 2 | damfels 


N 
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rA LovEgs of 
damſels of HeBRoNn ! did ye meet 


my beloved? — in your way did ye 


ſee my ſpouſe ? — O have yeleft him 
ſleeping in the gardens of Josnua — 
on roſes, in the bower of our king ? 


2 Tall and comely is my beloved, 


— With treſſes — black treſſes of 
hair. — His eyes — effulgent as the 
ſtones of the ephod * — and, in look- 
ing, his looks beam forth lightening ! 
— O ſweeter than his fellows! — Tell 
me; have ye ſeen my beloved? | 


2 The word here uſed is TDN [aphuddab} which 
ſimply ſignifies a garment ; though, I believe, generally 


that kind which hung down the breaſt, after croſſing the 


ſhoulders, But Acxsan muſt here mean the ON 
[ephod ] as I have rendered it; unleſs, indeed, it could 


be proved, that precious ſtones were worn, in common, | 


on their humeral garments. — For TOR [aphuddah] 
ſee Iſai. xxx. 22. and Exod. xxxix. 5, For TN 


[bod] Exod, xxviii. and xxix, throughout. 
ALAs! 
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ALas! aſtoniſhed at her language, 
and ignorant of the object of her woes, 
they leave her to her ſorrows — they 
paſs on, regardleſs of her com- 
plaints, / 


| Tur tender mourner thus aſſumes 
the ſaddening ſuggeſtions of her grief 
— thus, in pathetic wailings, poured 
in torrents from her burſting heart, 
endeavours to graſp a viſionary bliſs 
— I will purſue him (exclaims the af- 
flicted fair) on the pinions of the wind 
D and ſeek him to the boundaries of 
the land. — In Gaza will I ſeek my 
beloved — and breathe out my ſorrows 
in AsHDoD | — Whither has he' fled 
from his Achs AH? — Shall her eyes 

B 3 behold 


3 Tu röves Of 
behold him no more? muſt theſe arms 
forget his dear embrace = hd more 
encirele his delighting foul? Ah! 
hath tre forever ſhit up the bowels of 
his Tove — forever forſaken the object 
of his vows ? — Ye winds! bear me 
to my OTHNIEL, or reſtore him 
to thy impatient arms. — Alas! ye 
are heetleſs to theſe Heart-rending 
woes — inſen fible to this embittered 
Wen iſh'! 5 


1 3 ink on . 
voice — I will figh over the remem- 
berance of his form. — Ah! as erſt, 
indulgeth he his lonely walks in thy 
courts, o JosnvA! — or reſteth he 
in the porch of CAL RB? — Gather- 
eth he now, as he was wont, gather- 

b | | eth 
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eth he flowers — a garland for his 
love? a circlet to adorn my brows? 
O does he now run after me, through 
the groves of my father — or walk we 
together through thy gardens, o CA- 
LEB! — No, Achs AH! — no more 
does he entertain thee with divine diſ- 
courſe — no more unrayel to thee the 
myſteries of heaven. — How, through 
the vaſt expanſe, yon burning ball ad- 
yances to his evening goal — our 
lengthening ſhadows ſtealing on the 
mead — then, how the feebly-cheer- 
ing moon ſucceeds, with pale · faced 
awe, and darts her borrowed beam 


b. Love ſometimes, 2. is put. for. the akiadt be- 
bowed ; the ward is TIT IR [e{-dods] which indeed, 
but for the cee would have been better io tant 
B 4 among 
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among: the ſhepherds' tents. — Alas! 

like me ſhe mourns her abſent love — 
like me ſhe, wanes —ſhe. weeps the ſad. 
departure. How midnight ſtars ſhed 
_ down their glittering ſtream—and roll 
their orbits through unmeaſured ſpace. 
— How this flowery fragrance ſprung 
from, an almighty hand — and every 
herb, which emits - it's balmy odors, 
is an earthly agent for it's Gop. 


Fox theſe — how delighted! — 
witneſs, my enraptured ſoul! how 
delighting ! — would he dwell on thy 
mercies, o JEHovan! — and ex- 
patiate on the wonders of thy love! 
my ſoul! canſt thou forget is it 
not gn! in the depths of thy re. 

memberance? 


* 
» 
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rietiberance? — when he ſang to 
thee the deliverances of ISRAEL — 
how he rapturouſly announced the 
loving-kindnefſes of it's Gop! — 
When the waters of Mon were 
witneſſes of his love — the plains of 
Sipo a teſtimony of his vengeance. 
— When thy king, o HzBRoN ! fell 
— when the ſons of Ax AK fled — he 
fell at the waters of Mazare- 
PHOTH — they fled to the inhabit- 
ants of DEBIR. — Thine arm was 
ſeen, o ZAPHKIEL ! © they ſhrank 
beneath the terrors of METTARon!* 


© Two ſuperiors in the nine holy orders of angels; 
which ſcheme we will here demonſtrate, as a help to the 
underſtanding of ſeveral paſſages in this ſublime poem : 
I. Seraphim, whoſe prince is MeTTaron. II. Cheru- 
vim, ruled by OxTHAURET. III. Thrones, whoſe lord 
is ZarxxIzI. IV. Domination, under the ſubjection 


As 


* 
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As he ſung, how waſt thou delighted, 
o my ſoul! when, borne beyond mor- 
ces — raiſed by the melody of his 
voice, thou haft trod the aa | 


#ther ! 


wWurn he has told thee of Ab AN, 
— O Achs An! haſt thou not walked 
in paradiſe — walked with him in 


his innocence — forrowed _ with him 


in repentance ? — When he has de- 
ſcribed the wickedneſſes of CAN — 
haſt thou not trembled at his horrors 


of Zanxiet. V. Powers, whoſe prince is Ka HART. 
VI. Fartues, ſubject to RAPHAEL. VII. Principalitits, 
whoſe ruler is HAuIi ELI. VIII. Archangels, whoſe 
lord is Micyuazs. IX. 4 with their prince Ga- 


BRIEL. w 
— ſhuddered 
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— ſhuddered at his guilt? — Haſt 
thou not — with affrighted nnagina- 
tion — ſeen the waters prevail over 
the earth? Haſt thou not then felt 
a mother's fondneſs — a mother, ſtriv- 
ing to preſerve her infant love dear 
pledge of mercy ! — graſping unſta- 
ble waves — to fave it from remorſe 
leſs death! how fad the picture of 
her ſorrows | — Yet, unaffected by her 
complaints unpitying to her tender 
hopes = the liquid grave extends 
it's inſatiate jaw — and gapes deſtruc- 
tion on their undivided bodies. 


SHE could no more — diſtraction 
checked her tongue — bewildering 
forrow cloſed her rubied lips. 


AT 
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Ar length revived. — ſhe felt a 
tranſient caſe. — As when a ſummer | 
ſtorm ſublides, only. to collect ſome 
weightier clouds, whoſe. ponderous 
load delayed their junction — which, 
once united, pour down ſucceſſive tor- 
rents. — Such the agitations of ACH- 
8AH's woe; fluctuated ſoul, 


Ts there at laſt (ſhe cried), one mo- 
mentary interval allotted AcnsAan's 
pangs! — then let me, in that happy 
ſpace, dart up a prayer for OTHN1- 


IL [ * 


Q INHABITANT of eternity! — 
unending SCHADDAI | Eg -Shield him 
with the arm of ſalvation ! — E ſave 

him 


$ 
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him from the darkneſs of the grave! 
— Let not DzB1R prevail againſt 


him! — O ſuffer not SnRESHAI to 


lay him! — Thy mercy, o Gop! 
is unbounded — the depths of thy 
love unlimited by meaſure. — Thou 
art the Gop of IsRAtL ! — Thou art 
the truſt of Or HNIEL 


Ar the name of OrRHNIEL her 
griefs again revived — at his ever dear 


rememberance, again ſhe was com- 
| pelled to figh out her unconnected 
WOE, | | 


An OTunitt ! — Ah fond poſ- 
ſeſſor of my love! — thine Acnsan 
has her portion in tears! — wretch- 
edneſs is the lot of the daughter of 

CALEB! 


. 
— am * 
—— 
— — 
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Carts! — O-when thou didft leave 
thy beloved — when thou didft part 
from thine Acks AR — did not my 
ſpirit inform thy breaſt — did not my 
heart go with thee? — Yet, ſince that 
black moment — that time deep ſtain- 
ed with darkeſt horror ! — in which 
thou didſt weep out the broken ac- 
cents of Farewell — my Achs AR 
* my ſpouſe! — farewell! '* — Since 
that dread hour — ng ray of comfort 


hath beamed on Acngan's ſadden- 
ed ſoul! — no bleſſed emanation of 


all-cheering hope — to illume her 
dark reflexions — no commiſerating 
friend — whoſe lenient hand might 
reach out the balmy cup of conſola· 
Won err fig the corroding pungency 


of 


OTHNIEL AND AchsAEH. 1g 
of keen affliction or partake thoſe 
torments, which it could not heal } 
No, o beſt beloved ! — thine Acusar 
waſtes herſelf in tears, for thee! 
accompanied only by her thoughts of 
OTHNIEL — by day ſhe ſeeks the un- 
frequented ſhade — by night, when 
darkneſs cloaths the dewy fields 
when ſombrous horrors reign upon 
the lawn — ſhe roves, lugubriouſſy 
folitary — and breathes but prayers 
for OTHANI1eL. 


| RxTurN!— return, o OTHNIEL! 

return, o ſon of Kenaz! — that] 
may give my waking eyes to reſt — 
chat I may give to mine eyelids the 
2 refreſhments 


„ uE LGV ES FTC 
refreſhments of ſleep. — Return 
leſt I be conveyed to the ſepulchre of 
my fathers the irremeable regions 
of ever=clouded darkneſs — where 
nought avails to find a returning clue, 
| to point a paſſage to this too-alluring 
world — yet — ſupreme ſolation! — 
where my ſorrows will forever find 
their end — forever be abſorbed in 
bliſs! — where undying angels will 
be but companions in a ceaſeleſs glo- 
ry ! — Where the light-robed Hoy 
reigns in undecaying ſplendor —+ 
where — ſurrounded with the ſubli- 
mity of majeſty and mercy — his 
preſence only is a ſtream of pleaſure 
— a flow of endleſs bliſs! — Where, 
clad in robes of immortality and hap- 
pineſs, I ſhall leave my OTunieL — to 
enjoy my God! | THE 
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Tux ſun had now nearly gained his 


meridian fervor, when the over- 
whelmed Achs An — decayed by ſor- 
row — enfeebled by diſtreſs — per- 
ceived the impulſe of approaching 
ſleep. — She ſaw, at a ſmall diſtance, 
a ſhade, whoſe entwined top ſeemed 
at once to promiſe filence and protec- 


* tion. — Thrice ſhe endeavoured to 
riſe from off thy bank, o KARBAN! 


— to leave the flowery graces of thy 
verdant fide. — Thrice ſucceſsleſs. — 


Arreſted by the oppreſſion of fatigue, 
ſhe would have given way to the ſug- 
geſtions of nature, and ſlept on the 
river's moſſy bank — but, alas! no 
ſooner had ſhe reclined her lovely 


C head 


Fd 
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head — than ſhe perceived a torpid 
languor ſtealing on her foul — an 
icey moiſture trickling down her | 
beauteous face. — Come, welcome 
death (ſaid ſhe) and bear me to 
« the arms of Go!” — Ah! then 
fled thy ruddy bloom — thy melting 
eye then quivered on the verge of 
death — thy ſnowy arms hung looſe · 
beſide thee — thy pallid cheek — 
thy panting breaſt, ſpoke all thy ſoul 


upon the wing. 


Tuvs lay the virtuous Acnusan 
— on death's dread brink. — The 
pitchy ſhades were hovering round 

* . ber 
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her eyes and the dark mantle of 
the grave was unfolded to receive 
her. — A dreadful dimneſs fell upon her 
eye · lids.— The - ghaſtly monarch had 
drawn tight his bow. — The arrow, 
laden with deſtruction, trembled over 
her. Arrayed in all thy terrors, didſt 
thou ſtand, o death! — to lead her feet 
unto the hills of darkneſs—and to bear 

her to the pits of nn a 


Wen death bad m 
to his drear abode; the ſoft-complex- 
ioned A cus A n — hadſt not thou been 
there, o GABRIEL I — The ſhining ' 


GABRIEL — whoſe genial preſence can 


diſpel the gloom of woe — can ſtrike 
the hungry meſſenger of death's be- & 
hefts, appalled! _ | 

C 2 de 52D WE 
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Tur books beam bleffings on the 
| ſonsef ſotrow — affliction's offipring 
welcome thine approach | — The 
| GREATLY-GLORIOUS®%— whole pity- 
| ing eye is ever open to his creatures 
| wants — whoſe uncloſed hand is ever 
ready to beſtow a ſhowery mercy on 
ſupplioating wretchedneſs — loves 
thee. — For thou doſt fweeten each 
diſtreſsful ſcene of human woe — and 
| doſt deli ght to pour a ſtreamy comfort 
dowa the floods of ſorrow! — Thou 
doſt diffuſe a renovating * rapture 
throughout the holy choir. — Angels 
Gn ſpirits ſhrink at thine approach. 8 


4 Np.-Ng- [rabba-jokkira]. In Esra iy. 10. 
ae the words ND NA., great and glorious. © 
Rabbi Schelomoh Ben-Jarchi, ſays in bis poem 

. which he calls, 477 pp, At GARII LV pre- 
ſence, every bar is frung ataw. | 
within 
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_ to mankind” is equal to- thy glory. 
Welcome unto thee is the meſſage of 
 good—thou daſt rejoice to bring com- 

fort to the miſerable - and art firſt in 
the diſpenſations of mercy.— But, how 
Prreing ere che rays of thy gloryl— 
Thy glory, borrowed from the circle 
of the throne! — Eh os 


Fes, GaBRiz | — thy ſuſtaining 
arm bore up the afflicted innocent 
thy  piteous band conducted the re- 
viving fair — to BARZA1's beauteous 
grove, — That grove which A cus au 
| had before beheld, when ſitting by 
the river's brink, — That grove whoſe 
bounteous ſhade the would have 
ſought, when. checkt by threatenings 


from the realms of death. | 
C 3 FoRMEDÞD 
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3 ForMED for meditation, as for filent 
reſt — therein as Acusan entered, 
in a divine ecſtaſy, ſhe exclaimed ; — 
0 gracious Gop! — gracious indeed 


AE to me!— how pitiable | — how mer- . 


ciful ! — Throughout the day, thou 
poureſt thy mercies upon mankind — 
and each night as the drops of the 
dew. — Unyearied by our wicked- 
neſſes — thou continueſt thy bleſſings 
— thou ſhowereſt thy goodneſs. — The 
riſing harbinger of day is irradiated 


with thy love — the plains of æther 


beſpangled with thy bounty! — What 
am I, o Source of Bleſſing!l that thou 

ſhouldeſt thus ſtretch out the arm of | 
thy mercy to reſtore me? —Am 1 
not periſhable duſt? — But I am thy 
creature — ſo is this ſcarce-animated 

; worm. 
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worm — I was formed of thy hand — 
and was not the moſt deſpiſed reptile 
too? — Yes, but the delight of thy 
godhead centres in it's image, and the 
favorite of thy mercy is 


HRE ſhe was interrupted by the 
ſound of footſteps approaching to the 
grove, — Alarmed | — what new af- 
fliction breaks upon my reſt ?-— what 
rude invader would diſturb my 
peace? — ſhe, riſing, ſaid — but her 
fears were ſoon diſpelled, by diſco- 
vering that the ſound proceeded only 
from a playful hind, ſporting along the. 
path, and ruſtling among the leaves. 


AGAIN the divine Achs AR ſunk 
down upon her verdant couch and 
cloſed her eyes in fleep. 

C 4 O happy 
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O happy ORPHAMET 1— commiſ- 
ſioned to protect the fair afflicted's reſt 
— to draw thy cohort round her ſa- 
cred couch — how piteouſſy didſt thou | 
ſurvey the lleeping innocent | — how 
kindly didſt thou ſpread ' protection 
on the virtuous ſufferer ! — while my- 
_ riads of fanning cherubim, with flut- 
tering wing, ſtood round, to waft the 
welcome breezes to her calm repoſe. 
— Ves! delighted cherubs ſported 
round thy * — and ſmil'd thee into 
reſt 988 5 


Tux venerable BARZ AI was now 


returning to his peaceful habitation, 
from A meditative walk. — He ap- 
proached the grove — be en ntered Ns 

| he 
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he ſaw the pious. virgin — faſt lockt 
within the arms of ſleep — her grace- 
ful hair beautifully diſheveled — her 
| cheek bemoiſtened with the grateful 
tear which had flowed from — cloſ- 
ing eye — a lively picture of beaute- 
ous innocence 


BARZA flood aſtoniſhed: — Bans 
2 Al, the old, the reverend, the ho- 
ly — ſurprized at the unexpected viſi- 
tant — thrice lifted up his aged eyes 
to heaven: — thrice ſmote his wrinkled 
hand upon his labouring breaſt — in 


filent adoration, 


Tux bearded ſage then, in low ac- 
cents, thus began — Hail ſacred in- 
nocence ! — fair deſcendant of the 


. ſky! 
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' ſky! — daughter of Gop! — haſt 
thou once more deigned to viſit the 
realms of the unhappy — the, world 
beneath the fun ! — Welcome, dear 
ſovereign of this bleſt abode | — how 
fair thine embodied form! — Among 
the ſons of miſery, who ſojourn be- 
neath a thorny covering, in the rug- 
ged vrilderneſs of woe — though they 
_ Uwell with hunger, and the meagre 
fiends of famine hover round them — 
though oppreſſion ſhake at them 
her iron rod, and crawling ſlavery 
drag them in her galling bonds — 
though they bear the ghaſtly grin of 
ſcorn — and ſee the net of deſtruction 
| circumvent their path — yet — if 


thou but deignft to lead them on their 
_y way — to enlighten their hor- 
ror-ſtrewed 
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ror-ſtrewed path — to ſmile thy com- 
forts on their ſurrounded fouls — 


then — the beams of pleaſures ſparkle 


from their eyes — and ſongs of triumph 
iſſue from their lips. — Without thee, 
the offspring of riches — the child 
of pleaſure — languiſheth in want, — 
Even. though his daily table were deck- 
ed with the ſplendor of ARABIA— 
though” the ſmoky incenſe of SA- 
BEA aſcended from his altars — 


though his drink flowed to him from 


N golden cup — and the jewels of 
MERAM OT H encircled his diadem — 


though the odorous gales wafted to 
him pleafures — and every minute bore 


laughter on its wings—yet would peace 


fly far from his dwelling — happineſs 
would 


rr - 


n nd Sa. an — „%% en . 
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would not "abide him fy — The hea- 
vealy habitants enjoy an  unterminat- 
ing happineſs — they enjoy thee, thrice 
bleſſed emanation of the H1GnesT! 
— 0 holy fair ! having honored my 
lonely habitation with thine intellectual 
preſence, haſt thou now. corporeally 
deſcended to me! For ever 1 will 


cheriſh thy divine preſence DT. ever 


embrace thy ſacred . * 


Bur r means that 3 
1 drop, upon thy faded cheek ? — 
Thy lovely hair diſordered — the print 
of grief upon thy heavy brow, beſpeak 
thee daughter of pale . affliction ! — 
Yes, thou art mortal — the immor- 


f Literally : Would cry, There, there. 


tals 
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tals never taſte of grief. — Sure it is 
no illuſion — no effect of wandering 


fancy. — It ſhould ſeem an affright- 
ed damſel — bewildered through af- 
flictive woe — whoſe. laſt-remaining 
hope hath led her to my protecting 
ſhade. — Then, welcome, lovely 
mourner ] to this filent habitation, to 
this repoſe from grief! — If Gopcan 
ſoothe thy pangs — thou mayſt enjoy 
him here— if the HoLy can heal thy 
ſorrows — thou canſt here, in peace, 
implore him | 


BARZAI, by theſe reflexions, hay- 
ing calmed the riſing wonder of his 
breaſt, retired without the grove — 
and thus addreſſed SCHADDAI : 


Wnio 
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Wo, beſide thee, can regulate 
the ſun — who, beſide thee, diſtribute 
ſeaſons? — Who ruleth CRHEZZ II. — 
or who conducteth MazzaroTa ?s 
Thou ruleſt, Aponar! the circles 
of heaven — thou pointeſt with thy 
finger the boundaries of their courſe. 
Thou holdeſt worlds in thy palm — 
and the reins of eternity are ſubject to 
thy will! — Thou fitteſt on glory — 
thou art robed in power ! — Holineſs 
is the girdle of thy loins — and mer- 
cy thine everlaſting diadem. — O how 
ſhall fin addreſs thee — or pollution 


s ty [chexi/] was the conſtellation now called 
 Omon, — TN [m:azzarerh], or mn [maze 
zaloth), is interpreted by the Chaldee paraphraſt, and 
other rabbin, the twelve zodiacal figns, See Job, 
XXXVUL 31, 32. 

liſp 
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liſp it's prayer before thee ? — Yet, 
thou haſt heard me, from thy holy 
dwelling — thou haſt heard me from 
the hills of falvation ! — The clouds 
have ſtreamed with thy mercy — the 
heavens have poured down goodneſs! 
— Again then will I hold up mine 
hands towards thy throne — and ſup- 
plicate the bounty of thy providence! 
— O Gop! wherefore haſt thou fenc- 
ed me round with bleſſings? — Why 
doth thy kindneſs ſupport with plenty 
— thy care protect me from danger? — 
why haſt thou ſheltered me from the 
ſcorching beam, or protected me from 
Piercing blaſts? — Am I ſuperior to 
the rank of humanity — am I greater 
than the ſons of my brethren? — Mil- 
lions of thy creatures crouch beneath 


2 oppreſſing 
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oppreſſing want — while I enjoy a 


daily ſuſtenance ! — They wander af- 
ter reſt, through the mazy wilds of 


 wretchedneſs — without 4 guide to 


point the path — without a ray of 


hope to lead their erring feet — while 


I have found her dwelling — and en- 
joy her unſullied ſweets! — Behold, 


o Fount of every Good! — the ſleep- 


ing wanderer — driven perhaps by 
ſad neceſſity within my hoſpitable 
limits! — In vain perchance ſhe has 
entreated thine adverſe face — and 
knelt for ſuccour to a veiled Gop ! — 


relentleſs, thou haſt rejected her peti- 


tion—or ſhe has forced to thy ſanctu- 
ary unanſwerable prayers. — Yet 


hide not thy piteous countenance from 


her ſoul — leſt ſhe fink into the gulph 
of 
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of periſhing deſpair! — Reject her 
not, o Gon! for ever — left the 
weight of oppreſſion compel her to 
diſtruſt thee | — But, o thou Sun of 
unconſuming radiance ! — difpel the 
cloudy grief which hovers round her 
ſoul — the miſty darkneſs of thine 
abſent glory. — The wretch, unheed- 
ing of thy goodneſs, while gliding 
down the gentle ſtream of health — 
wafted on his paſſage by the gale of 
affluence — may deride thy power 
— may mock thy mercy — but his 
awaken'd foul — when ruffling ſtorms 
ariſe — can ſee thy frown in every 
foaming wave — and tremble at thy 
wrath beneath the claſhing billow. — 
He implores that Gop, whom he 
once denied — and ſeeks that mercy 

D which 
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which he would not praiſe. — Has 
this been the caſe of my diſtreſſed 
gueſt? — Yet ſpeak forgiveneſs to 
the weeping ſinner — © breathe a 
pardon on diſtreſſed guilt ! — Has ſhe 
been unruly under thy judgments — 
unthankful for thy mercies — yet 
theſe afflictions may bring her home 
to thee — may lead her to thine arms, 
thou ſhelter from diſtreſs ! 


Tux aged ſeer, having thus finiſh- 
ed his pious oriſon, aroſe from off 
his nerveleſs knees, and moved to- 
wards the grove ; which, as he ap- 
| proached, he eſpied his beauteous 
viſitant walking among the myrtles, 
as if ſurveying the ſplendor of her 
new habitation, —= She now beheld 
the 
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the good old man, leaning on | his 
friendly ſtaff — the ſtay of feeble age: 
— his venerable beard fell - down 
upon his breaſt — and reached to his 
girdle, — his ruddy face proclaimed” a 
temperate life — his hoary brow was 
cloathed with wiſdom -— his wrinkled 
front adorned with ſapience. The 


ſurprize — aſtoniſhment - bluſhed from 
her countenance, — The good BARr- 
24A relieved her fears by the friendly 
ſmile which glowed through every feg- 


ture of his face — the produce of a 


_ at eaſe! — And thus 2 


LT not fear invade thee, 4 


D 2 _ Gy 


val \ 


daughter of CaLzs ſaw him with 


daughter of love ! — nor let troublous 


a 


* 
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diſmay afflict thy ſoul, — I am not 
cloathed in terror — nor ſurrounded 
with affright. I am B ARZ Al, the 
ſon of 'ZEL1IM= that ZELIM, who 
followed Moszs in captivity — who 
labored with him in AG yer. — He 
taught me to relieve the ſtranger — to 
ſaccor- the diſtreſſed. Come then 
with me to my peaceful manſion — 
partake the pleaſures of my bleſt retreat. 
Though no erbud of vanquiſhed ſlaves 
await thine entrance from mine unfold- 
ing portal — no gilded ornaments ſur- 
round my roof. Though the mines 
of Or RHIR yield no ſtores for me — 
nor the herds of HA R Ax bleat upon 
my plains. — Yet, to me belongs a 
friendly roof — to me, an hoſpitable 
* — of EDEN bloom 
around 
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around my cot the grateful earth 
ſupplies my nice repaſt.— When 
morning ſuns gild all theſe hills with 
rays — the woodland warblers wake 
me to my Gop — and ſwell the cho- 
rus of my humble lay. — When eve- 
ning ſtars proclaim the time of reſt — 
I bleſs that hand which pours protec- 
tion on my head — then pray myſelf 
to peace! — I invoke that Gop, who 
alone is help — who is my only hope 
— my only truſt! 

bh Something of this ſentiment is frequent in the rab- 
binical writings. R. David Kimchi, in his Michlol, 


has very nearly the ſame expreſſion with our illuſtrious 
author here. 


e My I8 DBWA ND 
| 2, nav 125 vm 95 
4 wilt invoke the name of God, that be may be my help; 
Fer be is my only hope, and my truft, 
D 3 AFTER 
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ArTER they had refreſhed themſelves 
with the plenteouſneſs of the fruits be- 
fore them, Bax Zz Al, whoſe impatience 
to know the miſery of this lovely af- 
flicted would no longer be confined; in 
the ſoft breathings of tenderneſs and 
comfort, requeſted Achs An to unfold to 
him all her ſorrow — to unboſom all 
her grief. — Tell me the piercing cauſe, 
ſäaid he, which wounds thy ſoul — ſhew 
me the arrow which cleaves within thine 
heart! — Ah! haſt thou loſt a tender 
parent — art thou come from the grave 
of a mother ? — Does the rememberance 
of her fondneſs ſurround thy ſoul — the 
thought of her affection embitter thy 
days? — O remember, there is a Gop, — 
whoſe glory is goodneſs — there is a be- 
a ing, 


ſ 
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ing, who is the fulneſs of mercy! Thy 
ſorrow is fruitleſs, for the dead — thy 
tears are ſhed in vain on duſt! 


Alas! o venerable friend | replied 
Acnsan, I weep not for the dead —nor 
ſhed my fruitleſs ſorrows on the grave. — 
I have loſt no tender Parent — whoſe 
foſtering care might cauſe my heart to 
ſigh — whoſe ſad rememberance force 
the tear- fed ſtream, Ah ! no, — the 
dear poſſeſſor of my ſoul is gone — has 
left his hopeleſs Achsan — left her fond 
arms — theſe arms, extended with his 
love — to meet the foes of Josua ! — 
Ol if he ſhould be lain in the battle — 
o! if the mighty ſhould overcome him. — 
Ah me! — the ſons of Anax have 


eſcaped thither — they haye armies in 
D 4 DEBIR! 


! 
. 
1 
4 
' 
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DeBir! — O wipe his fainting brows, 


ye virgins of GiLGar ! — O ſupport 


him, ye men of Apumm1m! — Can the 
dove withſtand the eagle — the lamb 


encounter the lion? — or can my be- 


loved the giants of DRBIR? — Diſtreſs 
is in his path — the ſword of Deſtruc- 
tion may encompaſs his ſoul! — Then 
what remains for me? — Acnsan will 


go to the grave of her beloved, and be- 


dew his turf with her tears — the even- 
ing dews ſhall there behold her — and 
there the morning dawn. The ſun ſhall 
be a witneſs to her griefs — and the 
moon look down upon her ſorrows — 
there will ſhe, inceſſant , mourn — 
there wake AURORA with her cries — 


* Literally : In mourning ſhall fie mourn. 


till 
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till welcome death relieve her — and 
mix her duſt with his. 


Yrs! my compaſſionate friend! — my 
OTuNitL is gone to DEBIXR — That 
OTHNIEL, whoſe ſoul is fed by virtue.— 
I, from the moſt tender years, was ever 
dear to him ; he, from infancy, was be- 
loved of me! —Oft have mine infant 
limbs borne me to ASAN —eager to ſeg 
my love — oft have his weary footſteps 
brought him to ENGAN NIN — to viſit 
his little ſpouſe, — Then would he liſp 
his lovely tale — then claſp my willing 
hand — and wrap his ſoul within a 
ſmile ! — When he was abſent, and the 
virgins ſaid ; Come, we will away to the 
field — we will run on the plains of Ex- 
GANNIM! - my heavy heart would an- 
ſwer: 
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ſwer: Shall I find my beloved on the 
plains of Encannim — ſhall I meet 
him in the fields of Zaxoan? — If we 
run, will he join in the chace — will he 
Join 1 in the ſports of the field? — Ye vir- 
gins of Jupan! I have a beloved — 
OTHNIEL is mine — though he is not 
here — the beauty of AsAx is mine — I 
figh for the comfort of KRNAZ. Alas! 
he knows not that we want him in the 
field — or he would join in the ſports of 
Ex ANN IM. But, ah me! — he is not 
here! | 


As the bird which wingeth his paſſage 
by night —as the lonely inhabitant of the 
ſhades even ſo does Achs A forſake the 
delights of the maidens — and retire from 
the light of the world — ſhe pines out 
her days in grief, and ſighs out her nights 


in ſadneſs. | 
Tux 
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Tux love we enjoied for each other 
even at that early age, has-accompanied 
us through increaſing years. Witnels, 
ye venerable piles! — ye hallowed domes 
of my father's palace! — Have ye not 
often ſounded back his name? — have 
I not raiſed the horrors of your vaulted 
caverns by my cries? — Ye gloomy 
groves! — witneſs with what fighs I 
have uttered OTHNIEL — with what 
plaintive anguiſh mourned his abſence! — 
And thou, fair queen of night! — whoſe 
filvering beam illumed my nocturnal 
path, haſt thou not beheld the glittering 
tear,juſt ſwelling in my ſorrow-moiſtened - 
eye, then gently trickle down my faded 
cheek ? — Haſt thou not even commiſe- 
rated my diſappointed love, ſince Oru- 

NIEL 
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NIEL went to DBR — when I have 

nightly wandered in the gardens of Ca- 
' LEB? — Yes! Thy beam hath ſhed a 
comfort on my cheerleſs ſoul, — when 
walking penſively ſolitary, along the un- 
frequented glade — without a friend 
whoſe benign boſom might receive the 
mournful tale — whoſe eager organs 
might drink in the ſounds of unſoothed 
woes— thy ray hath accompanied mine 
unguided feet — and ſpread a light- 
cloathed carpet on my path. — Witneſs, 
o Azul the plainings of my ſoul— and, 
thou, KAR BAN] the afflictions of my 
heart rt 


HERE Achs An ended — and thus be- 
| gan the hoary BARZ AL: The iron hand 
Ji of ſorrowoft times falls upon the juſt — 
and 
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and the arrows of diſtreſs will penetrate 
the righteous, — Yet ſhall we preſume to 
fay, that juſtice reigneth not in heaven — 
or that the decrees of OMN1POTENCE are 
not founded on mercy? — that judg- 
ment is ſhut out from his throne, and the 
radiature of pity is ſnatched from his 
countenance? — Ah! no, my child! — 
his ways are holy — his deſigns replete 
with goodneſs, — He afflicteth but to 
bleſs — he woundeth but to heal. Pite- 
ouſly ſevere, he recalls the careleſs eſtray 
—and butfrownstoreduceittothefold!— 
BARZ AIT has experienced the diſplea- 
ſure of the ALMIGuTY —he has bent be- 
neath the hand of corretion. —Thought= 
leſs and unconcerned, I had forgotten 
my Gop — nor remembered to adore 


him for the bleflings of his hand. — 
Though 
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Though I kept pure from the deeper 
ſtains of guilt — yet the ſpots of ingrati- 
tude had defiled my foul — for the boun- 
ties of my MAKER were ſhowered unac- 
knowledged — and the ſtream of his 
mercies flowed along unregarded! — 
The dew of his kindneſs beſpangled my 
path — and the luſtre of benignity ſhone 
around my feet. — Then ſaid I — reſt 
is my portion — and comfort the com- 
panion of my life. — But — alas! — 
the roſe that bloometh to-day — to- 
morrow's wind will blaſt! — Thou 
ſeeſt — forgive the drops which trickle 
from mine eyes — thou ſeeſt, Acnsan ! 
yonder cluftering palms — that hoary 
pile, beneath their ſhade. — There lies 
the faireſt of her ſex — there lies the 
beauteous and the pious ELI! — In 
the 
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the midſt of ſwelling pleaſures — in the 
height of a giddy purſuit — the treaſure 
I eſteemed beyond a mine of onyx, was 
torn from my breaſt, and hurried to the 
grave! — Ah ELIAI — how dear thou 
wert to Barzar — how delighting to 
his heart — miniſtering angels alone can 
tell. — It is beyond the powers of my 
ſpeech, to deſcribe the enlargements of 
my ſoul! —But, her rememberance ſur- 
rounds mine heart — the fragrance of her 
memorial is grateful to my thoughts ! — 
Aſk the poor throughout the tribe of Ju- 
DAH?—*Doye remember ELINA the 
burſting tear will anſwer thy requeſt — 
the heart-heaved ſigh will tell the boun- 
ties of her hand ! — Ah me! — too good 
for earth! that ſepulchre contains her 


beauteous 
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beauteous body — and yonder ſky her 
| beloved ſoul ! 


Tux tender Acnsan, at this recital, 
could not reſtrain her tears — her ſym- 
pathizing heart had lang been ſoftened 
into pity for diſtreſs — and the ſtreams 
of compaſſion had found a current from 
her eyes, — With humble reverence ſhe 
lifted her thoughts to the DisPENSER oF 
ComMrForT — and wafted up a prayer for 
the aged ſufferer. — She found that 
the afflictions of mankind were not to be 
thought of as evils — nor the chaſtiſe- 
ments of MzRcy as the oppreſſions of 
miſery. — She had now ſeen a freſh 
monument of the goodneſs of the Al- 
MIGHTY — and adored that goodneſs 
for the increaſe of her experience! 
| Tuus 
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4 


Trvs did they mingle griefs — thus 
piouſly hold converſe — till Acnsan 
ſpied the covering of darkneſs approach- 
ing to ſurround them — and night, 
cloathed in black terrors, advancing on 
the cottagesof HanaTn aim. —Praught 
with a paſſion, which abſorbed her 
reaſon, this gloomof night ſurprized her 
ſhe had no thought of darkneſs, — 
though the ſun, which alone could cheer 
her love-enveloped ſoul, was ſet in 
Z1en — and ſhone in another land. 


Tur lovely Acusan was now com- 
pelled to think of reſt. — Ah! where 
could ſhe hope to repoſe her weary head? 
A cave, in a drear wilderneſs, was now 
her only ſhelter — and caverns in the 
| E earth, 
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earth, her only chambers for ſleep — 
Whoſe tender limbs the down of LIB- 
NAH had ſupported — which had reſted 
on the ſoftneſs of AsHAan ! — Thus then 
the daughter of CALEB addreſſed her 
ancient hoſt : — Behold, o venerable 
BAR Z AI! — theearth around us is robed 
in darkneſs — the ſolitude of night en- 
compaſſes our dwelling — o conduct me 
to ſome ſpreading ſhelter, where I may 
repoſe in peace — and reſt ſecure from 
danger. — Alas! here are hungry and 
ferocious beaſts — there are lions in the 
wilderneſs — there are deſtroyers on the 
plains of Zen ! 


HEeR apprehenſions were ſoon allayed 
by the aged ſeer — he ſhewed her the 


chambers of his retirement - and brought 
— 
”Y 
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her to the grotto of repoſe. — In the firſt 
apartment which they entered, were all 
the beauties of nature united into perfec- 
tion—the golden columns, ſupporting the 
vaulted roof, might vie with the produce of 
OpHIR. — Inchantment itſelf could not, 
with all it's boaſted power, have raiſed 
ſo ſuperb a ſtructure. — The walls were 
compoſed of chryſolite and emeralds, — 
which were hung round with innume- 
table lamps, whoſe dazzling luſtre was 
agreeably diminiſhed by the verdure of 
the roof — which was inlaid with jaſ- 
per. — The ſhining pavement was com- 
poſed of porphyry. — The ſtately arches 
formed a kind of pleaſing maze — which 
added majeſty and ſplendor tothe whole. 
— Towards the eaſt was built an altar of 
attractive beauty — around whoſe ſides 
E 2 hung 
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hung flowery fillets, of an unfading bloom. 
Near the centre—betweentwo pillars 
of the fineſt gold — roſe a table of cedar, 
ſupported by the wings of two cheru- 
bim, on which lay the ſacred law of 
Gop. — For in that ſtore-houſe was all 
the food of Barxzar's ſoul — that was 
the centre of all his delight. — With 
any a look of rapture and ſurpriſe did 
AcnsAn ſurvey this ſplendid ſolitude! — 
Admiration, for a moment, abſorbed all 
her grief. — To what ſumptuous enter- 
tainmeats is this moſt raviſhing ſplendor 
appropriated? inquired the amazed fair, 
Do the princes of Axa BIA come here to 
- offer up theirprayers? — dothe kings of 
IpuUMEA ſacrifice on this altar? — ſay, o 
ſage inſtructor ! — wherefore is beauty 
220 thus 
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thus | profuſely ſpread in fo retired a 
dwelling ? | 


Know, o Acusan, replied the holy 
prophet, that rightly to enjoy the bleſ- 
ſings of this world, is to be thankful for 
them — and, that the delights of prayer 
are equal to the pleaſures the grant of 
what we aſk brings with it. — It is in 
this receſs then, that I pour out mine 
humble prayer. — From this ſanctuary 
my praiſes reach the palaces of heaven, 
and hover round the throne. — Here I 
converſe with the SUPREME — and min- 
gle fouls with paradiſal ſpirits. — It will 
require thee to know ſome things - of 
which the advancing night wiil not 
now permit me to inform thee — ere 


thou canſt underſtand the magnificence 
E 3 of 
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of this place. — But, I will lead thee 
hence, into the chamber deſtined for 
thy repoſe. 


In a diviſion of the caverf rendered 
beautiful by nature's bounty only, did 
the lovely Achs AE ſee a couch compoſed 
of roſes, jaſmine, and every flower which 
either is lovely in it's texture, or odorife- 
rous to the ſenſe. — Here, ſaid BaR- 
ZA1 — while the guſhing tear ſtood 
trembling in his eye — here thou ſeeſt the 
couch of Er1M. — Here ſhe brought 
forth the lovely image of her beauties — 
(forgive, o God! the weakneſs of mor- 
tality ! — unable to ſuppreſs the impul- 
ſes of nature, an oppreſſive grief ſur- 
rounds me) — the fondled picture of her 
ſhining virtues! — Where ſhall be ſought 
{ an 
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an equal to thine exalted ſoul? If thou 
wert dead — thy father would be happy 
—yon plains of unextinguiſhed light 
would glow with greater radiance — and 
redoubled joy would echo through the pa- 
laces of heaven — if once they ſurround- 
ed Barzar's lovely ZEBOITIVII — Thy 
father — thy diſtreſſed - thine aged fa- 
ther — has prayed, alas, for thy re- 
turn — in vain ! — Mayhap thou filleſt 
up ſome IDUMEAN triumph — or ſerveſt 
at the table of AxABIAN pride. — Per- 
haps — ah! — perhaps the treachery 
of power hath revelled in thine arms 
and wantoned in thy ſweets — ſullied 
thy bloom, and tainted every charm, — 
Ten thouſand hells furround his NOX- 
ious ſoul, whoſe — Z 


E 4 #® Barzar's 


5 | hand, 
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BARZA1's tranſport here carried him 
beyond the ſtrength of an aged frame. — 
He ſank upon the couch. 


Wuar could Acusan do? — She 
ſoothed his aged brow — ſhe held his pallid 
hand in her's — and claſped it to her 
beating heart. — She gently raiſed him 
by his trembling arm — and looked 
compaſſion on his wrinkled face. — Hu- 


manity ſat ſmiling on her countenance 
— but debility checked her enfeebled 


7 


AT length his fluttering ſoul reanimat- 
ed the lifeleſs body—and gladneſs, for a 
moment, ſurrounded the heart of the 
| daughter of Carts, — BaRZZ AI re- 
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tired to his little cell — and left Acusan 
to the enjoyment of an uneaſy ſlumber, 
and an unavailing ſorrow. 


Exp of the Fixzsr Boox. 


T H E 
„ „e 


OF 


OTHNIEL and ACHS AH. 


ITY dwelleth for ever with thee, 
o Gop — everlaſting mercies are 
the pillars of thine holineſs and 
of thy glory. — Who ſhall anſwer, 
when thou art moved — who ſhall re- 
pine, when thou afflicteſt ? — Thou art 
merciful, even in thy judgments — and 
thy terrors are hut beams from thy good- 
neſs. — But where can the unweeping 
finner hide himſelf from thine eye — or 
impenitence wander from thy frown? = 


Taz 


* 
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Tug glorious ſun now roſe upon the 
hill of ReTZzaAN, and ſpread it's beam- 
ing luſtre on the earth — Acnsan re- 
fleted on the entertainment ſhe had met 
with from the aged BARZ ALI. — She 
muſed on the mercies of PRovIDENCE — 
pondered on the loving-kindneſſes of 
Jenovan — yet could not reſtrain the 
tear for OTHNEEL. 


SHOULD aceading g bleſſings flow along 
the current of mortality — though happi- 
neſs ſhould flouriſh under every footſtep 
of mankind — yet diſtruſt of Gop would 
inſnare our peace —and diffidence rankle 
at our heart. — But, ſhould thoſe bleſ- 
ſings once afſume the appearance of 
hardſhips — then that diſtruſt ſtops every 
channel 


pr 
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channel of devotion — and fills the ſoul 
with anguiſh and deſpair. — Man alone 
is the author of every ill he ſuffers by 
miſapplying the bounties of an indul- 
gent Gop —he loads himſelf with unin- 
tended evils — and drags along a chain 
of increaſing miſery. — Wherefore, o 
ſon of affliction! whoever thou art 
guard every avenue of thy ſoul againſt 
the invaſions of diſtruſt — fo ſhalt thou 
be ſecure from the rendings of deſpair — 
ſo ſhalt thou be happy on the billows of 
adverſity. — Becauſe thou art wretched 
— wilt thou accuſe the Horx of in- 
juſtice? — Becauſe a worm is oppreſſed 
— wilt thou deny him the facrifice of 
praiſe ? — He gave thee thy being — will 
he deny thee his bleſſing ? — He ſtamp- 

| £2 > cl 
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ed thee with his image — wilt thou 
murmur at his pleaſure ? — The divine 
Achs had ſtored her mind with the 
knowledge of Gop — though mixed 
with the frailties inſeparable from mor- 


tality. 


Sux ſawthegoodold Barzat approach 
where ſhe was ſitting. — Rouzed from a 
dangerous reflexion by his appearance — 
ſhe ſummoned her deviating thoughts, and 
ran to meet him, with ardor and devotion; 
See, ſaid the pious prophet, the bounties 
of SCHADDAI are begun upon the earth— 
yon ardent ſun beams with the glories 
of it's author — and leads on the mercies 
of the day! — Let us haſte towards his 
altar, and pour out our hearts before 
him. — The ſmalleſt offering we can 

make 
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make, is the tribute of humble adora- 
tion. —The rr heart of Achsan 
bowed ſubmiſſion. | 1 


Tur prayer of the eipright aſcendeth 


to the throne — the ſupplications of 


the juſt penetrate the ſantuary. — But 
the wicked are not ſhut out from his 
love — nor the guilty abandoned for 
ever; — for the ſorrows of repentance 
can melt the ALMIGHTY — the hu- 
miliations of the ſinner can incline his 
mercy. — The ſtreaming grief can call 
down forgiveneſs = and” the big tears 
fram the eyelids of penitence have'been 
dried up with pardon. O thou, whoſe 
back is bowed down with iniquity — 
whoſe ſoul is fore burdened with tranſ- 
greſfioft — who! ſayeſt in thine heart, 
F | Ah 
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Ah mel while: the deſtructions of de- 
{pair are on the borders of thy path! —- 

learn, that with the Har there: is 
plenteouſneſs of mercy — that compaſ- 
ion is the handmaid of Jr nh van. — 
His love is as unbaunded-as his heavens 
— and he ſhowereth his pity like the 
ſummer rain. Can thy crimes exceed 
his gaodne(s'— or is their number 
e than his mercies ? 7277 


: Gin: d 2 d ok * of 
night G11 up the meaſure of her epurſe 
while Achs Ak dwelt in this divine 
inhabitant, ſtrixing with the ſoft hand 
of compaſſionating love, to wipe the 
liquid ſorrow from her eyes. In yaio. 
— The abſence of her ſpouſe embitter- 


- 
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ed every taſte of pleaſure—the remem- 
berance of OTHNIEL was an arrow | 
at her ſoul. —Say, o Barzail—for 
thou canſt tell—how long ſhall I thus 
be- laden with the preſſures of adver- 
ſity - and number out for ſorrow the 
. days of my youth? — When will the 
ETERNAL. bind up my broken heart 
or pour oil into it's wounds? Shall 
I be accompanied to the grave with grief 
— myſt I dwell with lamentation 
through the years of my. life? — Alas ! 
Ihave drank deep * of the embittered 
cup—the dregs of ſorrow have been 
poured out to me.— Thus did ACHS AH 
intreat the ſage—thus did ſhe aſt 


| * Literally, 7 am drunken with, &c. Cantic. v. 
1. Drink, and IC, [/chicru] be ye drunken, 
o beloved! heed) © Wag | 
wotl F 2 implore 
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implore him to unfold to her the book 
of futurity—to break the ſeal of Abo- 
NAT's decrees. UNC 


Acks An, one morning. after the 
duties of devotion, wandered without 
the grove — her heart and thoughts 
were fixed on OTHNIEIL - her un- 
guided feet bore her to the thick foreſt- 
of Az AR +— whoſe extremity on one 

ſide is within ſight of the fertile vallies 
of KENON of the cottages of H A- 
NATHATM on another — of the grove 
on the third and the fourth is water- 
ed by the river KAR AN, whoſe lucid 
ſtream alſo runneth among the trees. 


Here is * 1 PEE a oreli, joined with 
Ge She word Ay, thick, We _ cc. 1 
4 7 6 [gnazar | he K 5 

ATE 7 How 
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Ho pleaſant is thy foreſt, AZ Ax 
The arching branches of thy lofty ce- 
dars !— Between their ſtately trunks the 
glittering boſom of the winding ſtream 
appears — to mingle grace and awe, — 
There, roſes, and all the ſplendid bril- 
liance of the earth ſwell into banks of 
fragrance. — Here is ſpread with an un- 
ſparing hand, cinnamon and caſſia, to- 
gether with calamus and camphire — 
the hills of ſpices. — Aloes and ſpike- 
nard. — There the pleaſing variation of 
humble verdure ſalutes the wearied eye. 
— Here a lofty ſummit, whoſe top once 
gained — between the ſpreading myr- 
tles — wafts the keen ſight beyond the 
boundaries of Z pH. There thou art 
led through many a winding path unto 

25 the 
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the entrance of a grotto *—whoſe re- 
freſhing ſhade forms a pleaſing retreat 
from the fierce influences of the ſun— 
from the ſcorching beam of ſummer's 
noon ,— How pleaſant is thy foreſt, 
Az ARI — how all-delightful! — how 
enrapturing!— Here alone the Ar- 
MIGHTY ſeems to have left a taſte of 
EDptn—in that ſtate, before thy ve- 
nerable brow, o ADAM! was furrow- 
ed deep with guilt—before the horrots 
of remorſe were expanded on thy cheek. 
| — Before the miſerable partner of thy 
woe had moiſtened the accurſed earth 
with tears—or ever ſhame had bluſhed 
beneath the vermeil of her face. 


* P29 [nikik] a cavern, grotto, &c. Iſaiah 1 Vit. 
o- [ubinkeket baſſlangnim] and in 
holes of the 2 Targum, In © caverns. Jerem. 
xvi. 16. Holes of the roc. Targ. +9PWD) 
[umiſchkepbei] In caverns. 
ACHSAH 


OTHNIEL AN D .ACHSAH. yr 


AcusAA had not wandered long 
| about this defirable ſpot — ere her ears 
were ſaluted with the wild melody of it's 
watbling inhabitants. — Smitten with 
rapture at their fongs — the reclined 
upon the trunk of an aged palm. — 
When, ſuddenly; ſhe was amazet at the 
ſound of ſoft notes — which ſtrack upon 
het ears with more than uſual tenderneſs 
— accompanied by a human voice the 
moſt -meltingly harmonious. — Ac H- 
SAH remained filent in her feat, ſhaded 
around by the woven branches of a 
myrte bower — to ſight impenetrable 
— that ſhe might the eaſier catch the 
plaintive ſound, — - This was the lan- 
guage of the ſong: 


F 4 „ Tu 
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% THE beauty of Az AB is as the 
< ſplendor of the morning „like the 
66 ſtrength of the ſun in his noon — as 
the garden of Goy it is filled with 
* every good — and, like the ſtream of 
eternity, always renewed. —The river 
©KRARBAN is a gentle ſtream — it 
* runneth along the vallies—it mur- 
** mureth among the falls.— The pome- 
« granate trees of A AR are pleaſant 
to behold — and the fruit of them 
1% honey and milk. — The flowers that 
** ſpring upon the earth — how beauti- 


* 


6 


* This ſong in the original is a fine piece of 
Hebrew poetry, and, becauſe it differs in ſtyle 
ſrom the reſt of the poem, as a ſpecimen of it, we 
ſubjoin the three firſt lines: 

M Int My dy 
ANY ede Fn 

11 70 xD Brun ja 
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<« ful in their colors * — how odori- 
e ferous are their ſweets! — yet can 
te they not ſtill the miſeries of the ſoul 
©, nor wipe off ſorrow from the heart. 
6 — The pleaſures of AZ AR cannot 
« dry the weeping eyes — the loveli- 
« neſs + of it's groves cannot remove 
ci bitterneſs. — But, why ſhould grief 
6 poſſeſs mine heart? —or why ſhould 
© affliction be the troubler of my breaſt? 
© I never experienced the happineſs 
te of the world I know not the enjoy- 
ce ment of it's worth. — It's ſtings 
ce ſhould come unarmed, to me — it's 
t 'frowns be returned but by ſmiles, — 
*« For. SGHADDA1 hath kept me 
« from the paths of deſtruction — he 


* Literally, in their raiment. 


I Literally, defirableneſ. | 
te hath 


74 THE LOVES OH 


«hath withheld me from the ſnares of 
te the mighty.—If I am yet beneath his 
te eye—why am I thus forrowful? — 
« His goodneſs hath ſupported me from 
© the womb—though I never ſacked 
e at the breaft of a mother — yet have 
J been fed with the compaſſions * 
„ my Gop!” | 


HRE the lovely mourner / ceaſed 
her ſong. —Acns an aroſe from off 
her ſ-at. — Have I then found; the faid, 
an equal in diſtreſs? —Is there a grief 
which can be borne like mine? It is 
the voice of a female it may be that 
we may adminiſter comfort to each 
other and leſſe n our griefs by diviſion. 
. — The daughter of CALF B moved not 


far, ere he ſaw the Plaintive maid. — 
Big | Sitting 
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Sitting among roſes—her bloom be- 
yond their chief. Her arms enfolded on 
her beating boſom — Her eyes more 
piercing than the diamond —fixed to- 
wards the heavens. —A thouſand beau- 
ties bluſhed upon her cheek, and glow- 
ecl through all her face. Her long hair 
ſpread itſelf in artleſs ringlets on her 
white ſhoulders — and parted on her 
heaving breaſt.—She ſat unmoved.— 
One tear flowed ſoftly from her eye— 
and' ſtole gently down her uncovered 
boſom — her boſom — fairer than the 
lily i in it's gayeſt bloom! — Beneath the 
flowery bank, whereon ſhe ſat —a lucid 
ſtream flowed gently on — whoſe clear 
water diſcovered the cryſtal bottom — 
dazzling to the ſight along it's ſides 


grew the green ſedge — intermixed with 
ſhells 


76 THE LOVES OF 


ſhells. of variegated hue. — Within the 
ſtream hung the beauteous ſtranger's 
ſlender limbs like two ſmall columns of 
the fineſt marble. — Beſide her lay a 
golden harp—and on the bough of a 
neighboring - pomegranate tree hung a 
blue robe—enriched with gold and pre- 
cious ornaments. 


Wir flow ſtep Acnsan ap- 


proached. — A tender ſmile was ſpread 
upon her countenance — a ſmile of pity- 
ing love.—The fair ſtranger turned to- 
wards her— with every melting paſſion 
in her eye, —Her tumid cheeks — ſuffuſ- 
ed with an uncommon glow ſpoke 
her ſurprize at the unexpected viſitant. 
—But ſhe ſoon aroſe and ran to meet 


her 
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her. When, incited by a ſympathy of 
virtue and diſtreſs—each held the other 
in her fair arms—and preſſed the ten- 
der kiſs— mingling their hearts —and 
mingling ſtreaming tears. 


AFTER this ſalutation — the beau- 
tiful unknown intreated Achs Au to 
accompany her to a little neighbouring 
grotto—AcnsAn having conſented — 
the fair ſtranger — putting on her rai- 
ment, with the robe which hung on 
the pomegranate bough — conducted her 
through a walk of immortal ama- 
ranth — watered by a little ſtream — 
whoſe ſoft murmurs played upon the 
entaptured ear in tender melody.— 
Along it's verdant banks ſported the 


fleecy 


— 
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ffleecy herds—beightening the heautpous 
| proſpect. 0 | 


| Tuzy hs reached the grotto — 
which was formed by a deep cavity 
in a rock—it's entrance was guarded 
round with. a thick mixture of oranges, 
myrtles, and the ſweet jaſmine, —h's 
ſides reſplendent with ſhells, jaſper, 
onyx, coral, agate, and all the ſhining 
produce of the embowelled earth. 
The marble pavement ſhone with dazz- 
ling luſtre, — The roof was formed 
by ſtately arches, 1 in Aer like the ſar- 
dine lone. 


As ſoon as they were ſeated - the 
fair inhabitant ſpread upon the bank — the 
nearine—bcautcous i in it's color — ap- 

| ples, 
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ples, gathered in the vales of Kexon® 
the grape of luſcious juices —the 
cool pomegranate— with the pear— 
the downy peach — the fragrant pine — 
and every fruit which N plenty 
could — | 


THe fiſt: of the virgins of H E- 
B RON thus addreſſed the lovely ſtrang- 
er:— Tell me, o thon kind unknown! 
— Wherefore do I ſee thee in this di- 
vine ſolitude? Why art thou ſequeſ- 
tered from the ſociety of the world — 
and ſhut out from the friendſhip of 


mankind? : | 
Jo ber the ſtranger, with fere- 
nity fixed upon her countenance, — re- 


. Kexon, perhaps from the Syriac word p, 
[nga] pin, ries . 


plied 
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plied — If my foul preſage aright, I 
ſhalt experience in thee, o faireſtl the 
friendſhip I deſire — the participation 
of my griefs. If thy boſom is prepared 
for their reception - the deep impreſ- 
ſion of my laſting 1 — thine 
attention“. 


1 
— be 
E * # 


Tur deine AcnsA having aſſur- 
ed her, that her heart was ſo ſoftened 


by the ſtrong pungency of her own af- 


flictions that it was incapable of re- 
ſiſtance to the impreſſions of -another's 


OA inhabitant of AZAR thus 


5 3 (chen called Ax BA) 
there dwelt à happy pair — their 
* loves — were one. United 
A, Literally, Lend me thine harr. FUL) 

by 


* 
RN 
„ * 
— 1 
** 
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by the eternal bands of virtuous aifec- 
tion — united by the mixture of their 
ſouls. — Ten circling ſuns had twice 
rolled round their courſe, and bleſt their 
undiminiſhed loves —ere ſhe who bore 
me had the name of mother. —, 


O THAT the black night in which 
I burſt the barriers of the yielding 
womb, had borne me to the ſhades of 
death ! — Then had I not taſted forrow 
— nor felt the anguiſh of diſtreſs! — 
then had the cold grave been ſtayed 
from gaping on the anxious, parent — 
and left my father the poſſeſſion of his 
love. — But ah !— far otherwiſe ! - the 
night which uſhered me into a world 
of miſery — hurried her | into the lonely 
ſepulchre. 


G Tas | 
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THE farvinla g parent having baniſh- 
ed comfort from his breaſt, and receiv- 
ing no ſolation from ſociety — took up 
his entire abode at one of the palaces of 
the kings of HEBRON — which came 
to him by deſcent — about the time 
of his taking a wife. — Here — having 
abandoned the world — he gave. himſelf 
wholly to G0 p. — This he thought a 
proper retirement during the oppreſſions 
of ANAK—and, when I the miſera- 
ble offspring of a departed mother — 
had attained a proper age, I alſo was 
brought unto him — and dwelt with 
him in his ſolitude. 


I this retreat, the bounties of good- 
nels were poured out unto us — the 
beneficence 


- 
w- - 4 
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beneficence of SCHADD A1 was ſhow- 
ered from heaven ; — there peace and 
happineſs had united their lowry bands 
—and ſported round our dwelling. — 


Bu r the counſels of the EXALTED 
are inſcrutable — and who ſhall ſay 
unto him, What doſt thou? He grant- 
eth happineſs — and the angels of peace 
are commiſſioned with his beheſts. — 
He inflicteth miſery — and anguiſh and 
calamity are the miniſters of his wrath. 
— He faith unto the ſun, Come thou 
forth! — and light is expanded on the 
earth. — He commandeth the ſtars — 
and their influences are bound up *. 


* For the ſame figure, of binding up the influ- 
ences of the flars, ſee Job xxxvili, 31. Canſt thou 
bind up the. ſweet influences of Pleiades — or looſe the 


G 2 O Goy 
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O Gor! thou walkeſt in undeſcribed 
paths!—O ETERNAL ! thine actions 
are unweighed | — 


Few years had paſſed —ere our 
comforts were deſtroyed — and all our 
pleaſures blaſted. — For, as my father 
was one evening explaining to me the 
motions of the heavenly orbs — and diſ- 
playing the wonders of the expanſe — 
as we walked flowly along the citron 
walk which led to the ſepulchre of my 
mother — he took occaſion from the 
diſcourſe, to fortify my tender mind 


bands. of Orion? — On which place Jux Ius 
and TREMELL 1UsS —Conftringes.] id eſt, Co- 
hibebis Pleiadas, ne vernent, & ſuas delicias profe- 
rant. Lora Orionis.] id eſt, quaſi ductarias funes 
Hlius adimes, quibus imbres, tempeſtates ac frigora 
ſolet ſecum advehere ? 


6 5 againſt 


OTHNIEL AND ACHSAH. 85 


againſt the prevailing opinion — that the 
incidents of the world are directed by the 
ſtars v. How vain — ſaid he — how 
derogatory to the majeſty of him whoſe 
finger directs their every motion — and 
whoſe preſence is throughout the am- 
plitude of ſpace ! — On the contrary 
how comfortable are the reflexions of 
that man— who, conſcious of no evil, 
is ſecure of the guidance of his Go p 
— conſider, o my child! — how happy 
muſt he be in his life ! — how placid in, 
his death! — unruffled at the ſurpriſals 
of the wicked — he bears their oppreſ- 
fions with ſerenity — for he knoweth 


*The Chaldzans, who corrupted the ſcience of 
aſtronomy in it's infancy, ſoon ſpread the notions 
of a divine agency in the ſtars through Egypt, 
and of courſe the Jews may moſt naturally be ſup- 
poſed to have taſted their infected doctrine. 

G 3 that 


* 
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that Apo AI governeth the earth! — 
His breaſt is as the calm of ſummer 


—and the repoſe of his paſſions undiſ- 
turbed by the world. 


Hz had ſcarce finiſhed his divine 
diſcourſe — and juſt going to reſt againſt 
the moſs-grown tomb — when a ruffian 
ſtarted from among the trees which ſur- 
round it — and ſtruck him ſpeechleſs to 
the ground — while others ſeized me in 
their noxious arms — and would haye 
"borne me from the ſpot — but — ren- 
dered reſolute by ſurprize— at one ſud- 
den effort I ſprung from. their accurſed 
embrace — and fell upon the extended 
corps. —Three times — as I lay] kiſſ- 
ed his pale cheek — while my tears 
were trickling down the wrinkles of his 

brows 
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brow, — Thrice I lifted up his clay-cold 
arm—and preſt it to my beating boſom. 
— Still calling on him by the tender 
name of parent — not to relinquiſh his 
diſtreſſed child. Haſt thou left me — 
o my father! J ſaid — without thy 
bleſſing? — haſt thou left me to the 
dangers of a ſnare — unguarded from 
fear and deſolation? — Then — turning 
to the band of hell * — who had re- 
mained all this time transfixed with 
aſtoniſhment — pity, alas! they could 
not feel ! — with ſupplicating hands — 
claſped round their leader's knee, — I 
implored them — if mercy was not quite 
an alien to their breaſts — if but a ſpark 


* The word here is Dyb, [belijangnal] Belial, 
See Palm xviii, 4. The cords of death encompaſſed 
me, and the torrents of Belial terrified Mes 


Ys of 
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of compaſſion yet glowed within their 
_ cankered ſouls — at once to ſtrike me 
into duſt, — Why do ye heſitate — but 
to inhance my woes ? — or am I reſery- 
ed for a ſeverer fate ?— 


Ar rx I had thus faid —I funk 
upon the earth. — The men lifted me 
from the ground and bound me on a 
mule. — My afflictions were now in- 
creaſed by a proſpect of future miſeries. 
Think, my lovely friend! — how 
deplorable my fituation ! — travelling 
through the blackeſt ſhades of night's 
dark noon * _— over dreary and uncom- 
fortable wilds — on either fide of me the 
feet of ſullen wickedneſs ſtalking ſilently 
along — reflexion always bolding to my 


 * Abebrailm, to expreſs midnight. | 
view 
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view the bleeding body of my much. 
loved fire—accompanied by the intend- 
ed anguiſh I was deſtined to endure. — 
And yet this ſcene of horror was now 
beginning to increafe — for the black 
clouds ſeemed gathering in the ſky — 
threatening to ſtream their dreadful ſtores 
upon the affrighted earth. — Already the 
hideous thunder rolls along the concave 
—and the ſtreamy lightening burſts the 
boſom of it's dark prifon. — This way 
and that—in ſucceſſive flaſhes —till the 
vaſt zther ſeemed one continued blaze 
while the elemental tumult increaſed 
in dreadful peals—as it would unfurniſh 
the repoſitories of wrath, — 


A. MOMENTARY huſh enſued, — 
I heard a voice. Daughter of ſor- 
” « row! 


go THE LOVES OF 


«row! — be not diſmayed! —I am 
HANIEL who rule over the prin- 
« cipalities of heaven —I have put the 
« ſhield upon mine arm — and the 
* powers of deſtruction muſt ſhake be- 
« neath my frown.” 


QUICK as the trembling gleam 
which marked his path I ſtruck mine 
eye upon the miniſter of heaven. — As 
inſtantly he was diminiſhed from my 
_ fight. —I beheld only the ſkirts of his 
eloathing — the flowing ſkirts of his 
white raiment. 


Tux noiſy elements had now ceaſed 
their roar — and we ſoon reached the 
palace of An ax.—I was received into 
the gate by twenty virgins — who were 

| clad 
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clad as I could diſcover by the torches 
which were borne by the ſlaves who ac- 
- companied them — in needle-work of 
filver and gold. — Theſe led me, with 
tenderneſs and affection, through rooms, 
which dazzled the fight with magnifi- 
cence—into a chamber ſupremely beau- 
tiful — the walls whereof were cedar — 
in the ſimilitude of palm trees — and 
the roof thereof was overlaid with gold 
—and the floor was gold. —In the midſt 
of it — under a canopy of velvet from 
the looms of AG vr was a couch 
of inchanting ſplendor. — Here —while 
ſome of the virgins were officiouſly pre- 
paring me for ſleep — the reſt were em- 
ployed with inſtruments of the moſt 
affecting muſic —accompanied with the 
harmony of their melting voices. 
HERBS 


. 
* 


$2 THE LOVES OF 


HRE Acnsan ſtopped the lovely 
ſtranger in her hiſtory — and — after 
having promiſed to attend at her grotto 
the next morning — obtained permiſ- 
ſion to depart from the delightful grove 
of AZ AR. 


Tux beautiful recluſe * accompa- 
nied her to the verge of the foreſt — 
where — baving fervently commended 


lt may be objected, that the word recluſe (be- 
ing chieſſy applied now to monaſtical orders) is 
improper here. The original is TM! [ jachid] 
alone, ſolitary, ſeparated, deſerted ; and fo exactly is 
the fenſe connected with the ſignification of the 
word reolaſe, that the Arabians, at this day, uſe 
ANN) [vachid] for a monk or hermit; which ſigni- 
fication is ſtrongly corroborated by the Chaldee 
rv [ jecbidai} and the Syriac W272 [me/- 
3 See profeſſor Schindler, under the word, 

N'. 5 | 


each 
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each other to the care of heaven 
Achs Au purſued her way back to the 
grove of BARZAT. 


H1cn are thine heavens, o Gop! 
— high is the habitation of thy dwell- 
ing! — yet the breathings of humility 
beat upon thine ear. — Thou loveſt the 
downcaſt eyes. — Shall the weakneſs of 
duſt be proud? — ſhall the ſon of pollu- 
tion be lifted up ? — ſhall he fay in his 
heart, I am he — while the ſnares of 
deſtruction he openeth wide. — He dig« 
geth a falling for the righteous — he re- 
moveth the covering from hell *. He 


* O& [ [haut]. Job xxvi, 6. Hell TND] is 
naked before him — perdition hath no covering. ] v- 
Niuus and TREMELLIUS tranſlate it the 
grave. And our verſion in many places, as Job xiv, 
13. O that thou would/t hide me ( NN in the 


ſpreadeth 


THE LOVES OF 
ſpreadeth bitter herbs in the path of the 


juſt — for his ways are anger and wrath. 
— He openeth his hand to deſtroy — 
and the gathering of curſes is under his 
tongue. — He faith, Who is the A- 
MIGHTY? —and what the power of 
his hand ? —wherefore ſhould I bow to 
him for pardon — or wherefore ſhould 
I kneel before him? — But Gop ſhall 
find him out — and the EvERL asT- 
ING ſhall deal out his judgments, — 
The clouds of indignation ſhall bend 
upon his head — the teeth of deſpair 
ſhall prey upon his ſoul. — Anguiſh and 
forrow ſhall be the portion of his cup 
—and pity ſhall forſake the boſom of 
his friend. — The torrent of miſery ſhall 


grave | — See alſo Gen, xlii, 38. 1 Kings ii, 6, 
Pſalm xxx, 3. Iſai. xxxviii, 18. Hoſca xiii, 14. &c, 


ſwell 
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ſwell unto him — the overflowings of 
deſtruction ſhall cauſe him to weep, 
His hands ſhall not ceaſe their wrings, 
ing — nor his eyes the ſhedding of ſor- 
row. — But the upright ſhall dwell in 
peace — and the humble heart ſhall be 
ſatisfied with repoſe. — Misfortune paſſ- 
eth by his door — deſolation ſhall keep 
from his walls. — Health ſhall ſmile 
upon his countenance—and complacency 
fix upon his brow, — His offspring ſhall 
be blefſed — his ſons ſhall be cloathed 
in ſcarlet. — For he faith unto the poor, 
Behold, here is bread, — From him the 
needy hath ſupport. — The law of the 
MosT HO is the candle of his path 
— his commandment the ſtaff of his 
age, — When he fitteth in the gate, 
compaſſion is with him — and the doors 


of 
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of his heart are open. —When the ſoul 
of the hungry hath ſeen him— it is 
ſutisfied — he ſhutteth the mouth that 
hath eaten bread. — Lo, the fatherleſs 
and the widow—they dance before him 
— they bleſs the impreſſions of his 
feet. — He holdeth them to his boſom — 
they embrace a comfortable defence. 
— He is a wall on their right hand, — 
He faveth them from the fear of the 
oppteſſor.— They fit under his ſhadow, 
and hearken to his words — for he talk- 
eth of peace and love. He unfoldeth 
the law that is written on his heart — 
the tablets of mercy and truth. — The 
young men are obedient to his voice — 
and give reverence to the words of his 
mouth, — For the ſpeech of his tongue 
is as the dropping honey — the opening 
| of 
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of his lips is wiſdom. — Aſk of him in- 
ſtruction — and he will direct thy way. 
- Open wide thine ears—and his words 
will be ſweet. The bleſſing of IE Ho- 
vA remaineth with the humble — and 
he ſheyeth him the way of his good- 
neſs, — He aſketh for riches — and be- | 


hold they are at hand: — for wealth = 
and it is even at his door. 


As ſoon as the holy BARZ AT ſaw 
the virgin approach — his bowels were 
moved within him, — For he had ſaid, 
They have ſeized upon the beauty of 
HzBRoN — they have forced the 
ſtranger from my ſhelter. — Faſt as his 
aged knees would ſuffer — he ran to 
meet her. Tell me — thou who bear- 
eſt mine heart with thee — thou for 

H whom 
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whom I feel the yearnings of a parent 
— whither haſt thou wandered from my 
ſight — o whither haſt thou hid thyſelf 
from the ſearch of mine eyes? — He 
had no ſooner aſked, but the blooming 
ACHSAH recounted to him every event 
in the foreſt of A z AR ſhe forgat not 
the hiſtory of the unknown. — And 
when they had ſeated themſelves within 
the dedication * — ſhe related the ney 
of the inhabitant of A Z A R. _ 


* N [chanuccah]. The TY deſcribed, 

p. 1. Solebant eo tempore reges extruere domum 
in Hlva, ut ibi refrigerarentur in æſtate; unde ut 
SALOMON extruxit eam in ſylva nota, in terra 
Iſrael, cui nomen Libanon. Selden, p. 782. 1 Kings 
vii, 2. He built alſo the houſe of the foreſt of Leba- 
non. — Thus, we ſee the aſtoniſhing grandeur of 
this place ſufficiently accounted for; eſpecially as 
we are told, in ZE B OI M's narration, p. 82, that 
it had belonged to ſome of __ former kings of 
HEBRON. 

ATTE N- 
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ATTENTION fat fixed upon the 
ear of BAR Z AI and — as the virgin 
proceeded in her tale — the heavineſs of 
words was upon him. — But — © the 
e citron walk — © the ſepulchre of 
© my mother” — increaſed the throb- 
bings of his aged heart— and ſtole the 
mark of health from off his reverend 
| brow. 


Wu does pallid horror ſeize upon 
mine aged friend? — interrogated Ac n- 
s AH - or why does diſquietude invade 
thine heart? - 

Tu# ſeer — with enfolded arms * 

— nodded his impatience —and, with 


* Enfulded y is to expreſs a cloſe attention. 
ws Literally : The enfolded nodded his impatience. 


H 2 faltering 
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faltering accents, urged her to pro- 
ceed. 


TRE hope of Carts obeyed the 
wiſhes of her venerable hoſt, — By each 


| ſucceflive period ſhe increaſeth his con- 
Fuſion. — At length — with every labor 
of his ſoul — he throweth out the ex- 
panſion of his nerveleſs arms — and 
holdeth the fair one to his trembling 
lips. The rapturous accents quivered 
on his tongue. — His tongue — alas !— 
had loſt the power to force them into air. 


« O Gopl—doth ſhe then 
ee again claſp . . . in mine enfeebled 


Which, perhaps, may not only mean, the external 
poſition of his body, but, that his mind was alto- 


_ . gether wrapped up, or abſorbed in the ftriking re- 
lation, . rr | 


« arms 
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te arms but — E TERNAL!—... 
© I may ... . - - embrace pollution! — 
« © comfort... . . the balm of thy 
*« mercy]... »+»'*,. 


There are blank ſpaces in the MS. where we 
have placed the dotted lines. — There are a few, 
though not of the ſame kind with theſe, in the bi- 
ble ; ſuch as that, Gen. iv, 8. And Cain ſaid unto 
Abel, his brother — The Targum Jeruſalem adds, 
No ed do x N. Come, and let us go into 
the field, And then ſubjoins a long diſcourſe be- 
tween them, of the laſt judgment and a future 
ſtate ; of providence; that the world was created, 
and is preſerved by Gop; of the rewards of the 
juſt, and the puniſhment of the wicked; all which 
CAIN denied, becauſe his ſacrifice was not ac- 
cepted: ABEL affirmed, that, by a view of na- 
ture, theſe things muſt be ſo. Thus diſputing, one 
of them confirmed his principles by killing the 
other. | | 


H z As 
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As the ſand of KE DAR * is agitated 
by every wind — and the duſt of the 
deſart driven with the whirlwind even 
ſo thy breaſt, o BARZAIIU 


Tu vales of Keno wn were now 
covered over by increafing darkneſs — 
the beaſts + began to roam beneath the 
ſheltering night. Anxiety poſſeſſed the 
prophet's couch — though moiſtened 
with the drops of joy. — For his heart, 
with redoubled motion, proclaimed it- 
ſelf the ſeat of fear, — | 


* KEDAR TP, Arabia deſerta, A barren 
a and ſandy deſert, called K E DAR after the name 
of the ſecond ſon of Is HM AE IL, Gen. xxv, 13. 
— See alſo Pſalm cxx, 5. Ezekiel xxvii. Cantic. i, 
5.—Pliny lib. v. cap. 11. Cedrei, Arabiæ populi. 
I Literally, the howlers. 
Wu EV 
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Wur the ſoul is troubled with a 
painful tumult—and doubtful ſolicitudes 
prey upon the laboring boſom — the 
extenſion of the couch increaſeth woe 
— the languiſhings of the bed are ſor- 
row, — The horrors of the night ſuper- 
add their gloom. to diſtreſs — and urge 
affliction to the bitterneſs of complaint. 
—Silence is the foſterer of thought — 
and ſtill darkneſs employeth the mind. 
— Reflexion holdeth up her mirror in 
the ſhade — ſhe worketh in the lonely 
night. They have woe who are haunt- 
ed by her terrors — and are rich in 
abundance of anguiſh. — Whither muſt 
affliction turn to diſpel the . gloom — or 
who will be the ſuſtainer of his head * ? 


ln a poem (which now lays before the 
tranſlator, in the ſame collection from whence the 


H 4 —He 


* 
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—He knoweth not Go p— nor defireth 
to trace out his ways. He is a ſtranger 
to his promiſes— and hath not felt the 
comfortable hope.—But the calm breaſt 
of piety will ſnatch the moments for de- 
votion—and bleſs the ſolitude which fa- 
vors him in prayer. —In the deepneſs 
of the night, his ſoul will extend herſelf 


to Gop,—Meditations on the couch are 
pleaſing to the Hor v.—The fulneſs of 
expanſion * is but a path for the mind 


preſent is taken) called OXYDW [ ji/chmangnaet}] 
or Iſhmael, the wanderer is introduced in the depth 
of diſtreſs; as having thrown himſelf on the 
ground, near the paſſage to his tent, and thus ex- 
claiming : Whither muſt mine afflifted ſoul turn, 10 
diſpel it's gloom? — or who will be the ſuſtainer of 

. my head? . 
*The ſame word with that in Gen. i. tranſ- 
lated firmament, which being utterly without any 
meaning, cannot poſhbly convey any idea. VP") 
[rakang] ſignifies, he expanded, extended, or diſtend- 
— the 
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the boundaries of heaven are the cir- 
cuits of it's flight. — It floats among the 
ſtars — and revels in the paradiſe of ſpi- 
rits. — Angels purſue it on exulting 
wings — and join it through =thereal 


ed, and the operation is explained by lexicogra- 
phers, by drawing out a contracted body into width 
or latitude. Alſo, it ſignifies, to tread hard, be- 
cauſe when a man does ſo, upon duſt or clay, he 
expands or diſtends the matter under his feet, 
Thus Ezek. vi, 11. Smite with thine hand, and 
lamp yp [urkang], with thy foot. So allo 2 Sam. 
xxii, 34. Pſalm cxxxvi, 6. Exod. xxxix, 3. Iſai, 
xl, 19, &c. &c. From this verb, therefore, comes 
the ſubſtantive py!" [rakijang] and the Chaldee 
WP") [rekijeng] expanſion, extenſion or diſtention. 
Then the verſe might have been, And Gop 
Said, let there be an expanſion in the midſt of the 
waters 3 which would, at leaſt, be ſuſceptible of an 
idea ſuitable to the original, But I am led into 
what I leaſt intended. Hands are not ſcarce at 
preſent with the bible-mongers; would to G op, 
they were leſs plenty ! 
plains, 


16 THE LOVES OF 


plains. — Happy the man who hath an 
intercourſe with heaven |! — Happy the 
ſoul employed about it's God ! 


SooN as the morning warblers had 
begun their ſong — and opening flowers 
exhaled their odors to the throne—A c u- 
SAH rejoiced to behold the day. — She 
found the prophet already at his devo- 
tions — for uneaſineſs on the bed had 
deſtroyed his repoſe. — The lovely vir- 
gin joined him in the prayer — then 
bent her paſſage to the foreſt AZ AR. 


Tus the morning had expanded 
her beauties on the earth—and the lamp 
of heaven had begun it's glow — when 
AcusSAn haſtened to the pleaſant 
groves, — Her heart was full of OT A- 
NIEL,—Ah, thou for whom I ſigh in 

vain! 
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vain] — why art thou thus long from 
thy beloved ?—ah, doſt thou not cheriſh 
the rememberance of her love? — haſt 
thou forgotten the tender boſom — 
which heaves for thee the frequent ſigh ? 
— that boſom on which thou haſt re- 
clined thy ſuffuſed cheek — when thou 
haſt told her all thy loye ?— 


Acnsan fat beneath a palm, in 
AzaR.— She felt the wearineſs of haſte. 
— The ſtranger ſauntered through the 
grove to meet her — and waked the 
cherub with her morning melody. — 
ACHSAH heard the melting muſic of 
her voice —and, for a moment, liſtened 
to the dying ſtrain. — Soon ſhe aroſe — 
and ſaw the approaching friend, — Soon 

1 e — 
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they embrace — and join the ardency 
of ſoul, 


 TyRoUGH paths of ever-blooming 
verdure—through walks of undecaying 
ſweets—along the banks of murmuring 
rivulets—whoſe ſlopes were ſpread with 
fragrance — whoſe bubbling falls com- 
poſed a ſolemn harmony — and ſeemed 
reſponſive to the warblers of the grove 
—they walked—and ſang their loves.— 
The ſmiling echos * anſwered every 


By R912 [beneth kale] is here ſimply 
meant echos. 5) P*N> [bath rel] The daughter of a 
voice, or echo mentioned often in the Old and New 
Teſtaments is very different. For, there it gene- 
rally ſignifies, à voice from heaven, declaring the 
will of GOD; and took place in the ſecond tem- 
ple, when the three degrees of prophecy, viz. 
viſions and aparitions, the ruach hakodeſch, or in- 


ſtrain 
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ſtrain — and melting angels ſtruck them 
on their harps. — Delightful AZ AR! 
— happy ſeat of beauty! — in thy be- 
loved ſhades — the troubled heart finds 
reſt — and peace is ſpread among thy 
cypreſs-trees. 


By this time they approached the 
pleaſant grot — wherein as ſoon as they 
were ſeated, the lovely ſtranger conti 
nued thus her hiſtory : 


ſpiration of the holy ſpirit, and the urim and thum- 
mim, had ceaſed, — It was the bath=kol which gave 
teſtimony of theSAav1ovR, Matth. ii, 17. And, 
as Mr, Gopw yN fays, in a book which throws 
more light upon ſcripture, than half it's commenta- 

tors together, I mean, his Mos Es and AARON, 
It was the prologue, preface, or type, of that 
« true voice of the FaTHER, that eternal 
« WoRD which revealed his FAT HER“ s will 
& unto mankind,” —See Acts ix, 4. John xii, 28, 


NorT 
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No r all the virgins — nor the melt- 
ing ſweetneſs of their voices — could 
ſpread upon mine eyelids the mantle of 
repoſe. —For I had faid—Sorrow is with 
me upon the couch —and mourning 
hath lain down by my ſide. | 


Tux night was far ſpent when we 
arrived. — And now the beaming morn 
aroſe — with joy I hailed the luſtre of 
the ſpringing day,—Alas ! of joy a faint, 
a tranſient gleam ! — Iaroſe and poured 
forth ſupplication to the ALM I GAT v. 
— How gracious is the ALMIGHTY 
in trouble !— 


Ware x my fair attendants perceived 


that ſleep had not preſſed down mine 
eyelids 
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eyelids and that trouble ſat heavy up- 
on my ſoul—inſtantly the chamber was 
filled with rolling clouds of incenſe — 
and the perfumes of SAB = A aſcend- 
ed from their cenſers. — The odor of 
cinnamon mingled with the air — and 
the ſweet ſmell of aſpalathus ſwam upon 
the breeze — the fume of galbanum aſ- 
cended through the chamber — frankin- 
cenſe and the pleaſant ſtorax mingled 
their ſcents. — One among the virgins 
—ſhining with every grace— approach- 
ed me. — The ſmile upon her counte- 
nance was love. — She faid, Peace be 
upon thee, my ſiſter — thy lord hath 
loved thee. — The ſovereign of ARBA 
hath called thee to his arms. — Then 
trembling ſeized upon my fleſh — and a 
threefold horror chilled through my 


veins 
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veins — the marrow of my joints were 
looſed—and my bones were ſhaken with 
fear. And I faid, Comfort me, my fiſter. 
And ſhe wiped the cold tear from my 
cheek. — Comfortleſs and fad — mine 
heart was oppreſſed within me; — But, 

how did my ſorrow increaſe, when I 
was ſummoned to the preſence of 
AN Ak lo deep affliction of my ſoul! 
— dark reflexions of my mind! — can 
I now forget the heavineſs of my grief ? 
— is it not as a belt unto mine heart ?— 
The black viſage of pollution preſented 
itſelf to my ſight and the pangs of 
deſtruction grinned upon my view. — 
But I trembled out my complaint to the 
ALMIGHTY. — He openeth his ears 
to the ſufferer — and poureth mercy on 
the ſopplicating ſoul ! — 


SEATED 
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SEATED on his gorgeous throne I 
beheld the glittering tyrant.— The el. 
ders removed from his preſence — and 
the lovely BasqHAmMaA conducted me 
to his feet. — The words of his mouth 
were as the dropping honey — but they 
had the bitterneſs of gall unto my ſoul. 
For the hand of the yoLy was with 
me.— He preſerveth the righteous from 
falling. | 


YET the voice of AN Ak was heavy 
upon me—and J fainted beneath his 
words. — I ſank down into the arms of 
the tender SCHEKADFEN, who bore 
me to the couch of repoſe. — The loves 
of SCHEKADFEN are ſweet unto mine 
heart. — The kiſſes of his mouth are 

1 ſofter 
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ſofter than wool. — His ſiſter BA s HA- 
Ma ſupported my life — and the loves 
of SCHEKADFEN were ſmooth to my 
ſoul. — How ſhort were the days which 
I-paſſed in his love! — How fleeting 
the hours which were marked with de- 
_ 


Tux wrath of * Ak was kindled 
againſt, me — and his vengeance had 
ſtreamed on mine head - but for the pro- 
tection which was ſent me from on high 
— but for the clouds which were bowed 


with mercy. For the Ex TERNAL Þ pro- 


* The days of rejoicing are ſwift in their paſſage 
— but: mourning reacheth through a lingering night, 
Faith R. ELEEZAR. | 

1 The word here, as in the other places where 
ETERNAL occurs in this tranſlation, is p 
[Fedem] the moſt antient, Iſaiah xix. 11, Wherefore 

teeth 


_ 
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teeth the juſt—and fulfilleth the prayer 
of the humble. — He heard my com- 
plaint from the dungeon of deſpair — 
and, in the midſt of darkneſs, cloathed 
me- with light. — What return ſhall 1 
make to IEHOVARH for his love? — 
What praiſes can equal his mercy ?.. 


Wu the anger of the tyrant op- 
preſſed me—as I ſat ſorrowing in my 
heart — I heard the ſound as of the 
claſhing of ſwords — and the rattling din 
of arms terrified me. — Howling filled 
the palace, — The groans of the dying 
encompaſſed mine ear. —Then I faid— 


ſay ye to PHARAOH,. I am the ſon of the wiſe, of the 
moſt antient kings? — Antiquiſſimorum regum, Ju- 
NIUS and TREMELL,— Kings of the eaſt. 


I'2 Great 
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Great is JEHovan!l— And 1 bowed 
24 face to the duſt “. 


T LIFTED up my head from the 
earth, —and, lo! the air was filled with 
ſhouts of triumph. — © Give praiſe to 
© the HoLY ONE of ISRAELI— Ex- 
* alt ye the name of JEHovan!—PFor 
* great is his mercy to his people. — 
*© He hath remembered his covenant 
* with ABRAHAM!" — | 


STILL the affrighting clamor 'in- 
creaſed, — But the ſounds 'of exultation 
were modulated by the unceaſing groans 
of ſorrow. — A dreadful ſucceſſion of 
future woes now preſented themſelves 


| 3 See an account of the prayers and humiliations 
of the early Jews in Fac1us, &c. 


to 


4 
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to me—and even ſeemed to darken with 
a deeper ſhade the horrors of. deſpair. 
— But, is it poſſible, I ſaid, that my 
miſeries can increaſe? — Or can I feel 
affliction in a more grievous form? 


IMMEDIATELY - ere another re- 
flexion could ſucceed the gates of my 
priſon were opened. — And, accompa- 
nied with a numerous band, a youth, in 
complete. armor, entered the expanded 
portal. — The glow of health adorned 
his countenance — and kindneſs iſſued 
from his lips. — He aſked me of the ſor- 
row of my heart, — I acquainted him 
with all my grief. — At length he looſed 
me from my bonds, and commanded 
that I ſhould join the female captives. 


$3 AMoNG 


* 
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- AMoNG the youths in the train of 
the hero, I ſaw Sgutx aDF en, —Fhe 
fight of SqutxADFEN was as the joys | 
of the harveſt—for his love is more pure 
than the dew. — To his arms I had 
flown, like the dove to her-ſpouſe— but 
the bands of ny reſtrained my feet. 


TRE Fr on his hands were an- 
guiſh- to my heart. — Mine eyes were 
fixed on his lovely countenance — while 
they ſwam in ſorrow for his fate. _ He 
faw me. — He lifted up his oppreſſed 
neck — and ſeized one kind — one ten- 
der look. — A farewel look, | 
upon the world and me! | 


Derive of every human conſo- 


lation—1 betook myſelf in prayer to the 
INHABITANT 
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IxnABITANT or HEAVEN * — and re- 
ceived comfort, —I meditated an eſcape 
—and effected it with difficulty, — I. 
wandered through a thorny path, — Be- 
neath the covert of concealing night, 
I flept among the tents of the wilder- 
neſs. — At length I diſcovered the re- 
treat of AZAR — and found out a habita- 
tion wherein I might indulge my woe. 


Tuus haſt thou heard the oppreſ- 
ſions of AN AK — the atchievements 
of OTHNIEL — and the hiſtory of ths 
wretched ZE BOI M. 


* PDWA AVY [ioſeheb baſchamaiim] Pſalm ii. 
4. The INHABITANT or HEAVEN hal laugh, — 
ADONAI /ball have them in deriſion. 


Exp of the Szcond Bock. 


* 


OTHNIEL and AGHSAH, 


ANST thou ſay unto the clouds, 
4 Rain not upon the earth? — 
Canſt thou command the tor- 
rents of heaven? — Canſt thou tread in 
the path of the thunder — or trace out 
the tabernacles of light? — Who ſhall 
fay unto the ſun, Turn thou away? — 
Who hath an heart “ to diſcover the 
heights? — Canſt thou tell the appointed 
times ? — Canſt thou number the fixed 
days ? — Canſt thou mark with thy fin- 


bo bath underſtanding ? 


gers 
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gers their duration — or point out with 
thy right hand the ſucceſſions of hea- 
ven? — Look unto the clouds, o man! 
and acknowledge thy weakneſs — let 
thine eyes dwell upon the moon, and 
thou ſhalt diſcover thine imperfections. 


WHrEx the meaſure of thy courſe 
hath been numbered unto thee, thou 
ſhalt ſleep in darkneſs. — When thy 


days have been poured out, thy brethren 
ſhall ſay „ Where is he? — Behold, he 
ay 


* Here the word DN is plainly not confined 

to the act of ſpeaking ; being only expreſſive of a 
wonder in their minds, that he was cut off ſo ſoon, 
I mention this, that I may not flip an oppor- 
tunity of taking notice of thoſe parts of the Bi- 
ble, where Gop is introduced as declaring. his 
purpoſes by ſpeech, eſpecially in the firſt chapter 
of Geneſis; where we may obſerve; And God 
hath 


OTHNIEL AND ACHSAH. 125 


hath ſhortened thy times, that thou 
mighteſt be humbled, — He hath cir- 
cumſcribed thy years, and their termi- 
nation ſhall be thy reproach. 


faid, Let there be light. — And God ſaid, Let there 
be a firmament. — And God ſaid, Let the waters un- 
der the heaven, &c, — And Gad ſaid, Let the earth 
bring forth graſs, &c. imply no more, than that he 
willed or determined thoſe effects to be. Jonah ii. 
10. And JEHOVAH ſpake unto the fiſh, that, &c. is 
no more than JEHOVAH willed that the fib ſhould 
vomit JONAH upon the dry land. 2 Sam. xxi. 16. And 
I8HB1-BENOB -V [ emer] S1avod]? THOUGHT 
to have ſlain DAVID. — Exod. ii. 14, INTEND- 
EDST, cd 9iA&rs LXX. Vulg. Tu vis? JUN. cogitas. 
—1 Kings viii. 12. The LoRD ſaid that he would 
dwell in the thick darkneſs. Targum N voluit. 
— MARK v, 28. las ſe dicebat, that is, ſhe thought, 
or was perſuaded, if ſhe touched his garment, the 
ſhould be healed, 


* 


Tuixk 
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2 


TriNnk upon the days which have 
paſſed by thee —and thy ſoul is filled 


with remorſe. = When thou haſt medi- 


| Tt has often been obſerved, that this common 
way of tranſlating the firſt mentioned paſſages is 


very derogatory from the majeſty of Gop, who is, 
no doubt, a ſpirit without parts as well as paſſions. 


He muſt be a being free and altogether ſeparate 
from any thing of corporeity, and from thoſe things 


which are conſequent thereto'and depend thereon, 
at whatever diſtance, — Indeed a great pity it is, 


that expreſſions cannot be found to give the abſo- 


lute and ftri& ſenſe of the original without afford- 
ing ſuch mean ideas, as the above examples convey 


to unlettered minds of the Deity. — But, alas, it 


might be ſaid as well, it is pity we are men.—How- 


ever, to remove theſe difficultics ſhould be a buſi- 
neſs of the preacher. | 


» tated 
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tated on the years of thy youth, thou re- 
proveſt thyſelf of folly. 


It is ſomething pleaſant to obſerve a commen- 
tator ſeriouſly laboring to prove from, Gop ſaid, 
| Let us make man in our own image, as ſpeaking to 
Jesus CxRIST, who; it is affirmed from hence, 
muſt have helped in, or ſtood by at, the great 
work of creation, Such men do conſiderable harm 
to the cauſe they mean to defend. 


And, by the way, how very trifling is this note 
of Junius and TREMELL. on the uſe of the plu- 
ral pronoun, in what they ſuppoſe to have been 
the ſpeech of GoD : Faciamus]- non angeles hic a- 

-Joquitur, aut elementa, nam creations gloriam ſibi fols 
fervat : neque honoris cauſa fic de ſe loquitur, quia mes 
ille non ita eft antiquus, aut in prima perſona receptus : 
fed ſecum ftatuit Deus pater, filius, & ſpiritus ſanc- 
tus, unicus Dzus, tres diſlinte perſone. Eſique 
hic non obſcurum S. Triados tigſtimonium. 


THE 
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TME torrent haſteneth on its fall — 
and the days of a man * are ſwift unto 
their end. — But he conſidereth not the 
fleetneſs of their wings — nor remem- 


ber eth the yawning of the grave. 


Brno p, o young man, the comeli- 
lineſs of thy face — and admire with 
thine heart the ſymmetry of thy form. 
— Think upon the harmony of thy 
parts, and conſider the force of thy ſinews 
—and know, that thou ſhalt fink into 
duſt — and thy beauty ſhall be devoured 

by the reptiles of the earth, 


. Bur the HIGHEST liveth for ever. 
The power of his arm ſhall not be 


* Literally : the days of fleſh. 
diminiſhed, 


K. F ol 
. 


* 
4 | 
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diminiſhed. — He hath ſtretched out his 
hands upon the cternities * and. ns 
heavens. 00 in his 2 


* A war? TL whereby i is meant, the * ang 
future of eternity. 

+ The following deſcription of the DEP and 
power of GoD is in the ſecond chapter of the Koran, 
and very magnificent it is, as Mr, SALE obſerves, in 
the original. GoD ! — There is no Gon but he; 
— the Hving, the ſelf ſubſiſting. — Neither ſlumber 
nor ſleep feizeth him. — To him belongeth whatſuever 
Ts in heaven, and on earth. — Who is he that can inter- 
cede with him, but through his good pleaſure ? — He 
knoweth that which is paſt, and that which is to come 
to them — and they ſhall not comprehend any thing of 
Dis knowledge, but fo far as he pleaſeth. — His' throne 
is extended over heaven and earth — and the preſerva- 
tion of both is no burden unto him. — He is the high 
— the mighty. Bosovius and RBTLAun affirm, 
that this paſſage is much admired by the Adohamme- 
dans; that they not only recite it in their prayers, 
but it is alſo worn by ſome of them, engraven on 
das — K O TREMBLE | 
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O TREMBLE before ds ye inhabi- 
tants of earth | —Reverence him in hu- 
mility, ye children of men] — Where- 
fore are your hearts perverſe bear him 


an agate or 1 eie, lone. SALE" s Kor. 
vol. i. p. 47. 


I The reader will RS the length of this note, 
for the ſake of another (perhaps more elegant) 
tranſlation. of the above quoted paſſage in the Ko- 
ren, by the learned Mr. BLacxwELL: Gop | — 
There is no other GOD beſides him. — He it is who 
- tveth, ſelf-exiſtent,, for ever and ever. — He it is 
whom ſleep can never ſeize, nar ſlumbers approach. — 
To him belongs whatever the earth contains; whatever 
the heaven ſurrounds : and who, againſt his will, 
dares intercede for the crime of another ? — He, and 
be alone, knows all things, preſent and to come; while 
mortals know nothing but what his pleaſure reveals. — 
\ The extent of bis throne eutmeaſures heaven and earth: 
52 — and 
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—and your footſteps bent towards de- 
ſtruction? — Q walk in his -paths, and 
ye ſhall not ſtumble — for his mercy 
en from falling. 


Tu E daughter of CAL EE fell upon 
the neck of her lovely friend — and filled 
her boſom with tears. Haſt thou then 
ſeen my OTHNI1EL? ſhe faid, — Q@ 
doth he till live? — Doth he till love 
his Achs An? — Bleſſed is his hand in 
delivering thee from thy captivity and 
in looſing thy feet from bonds. — Yet 
pour upon thy, fiſter the comforts of thy 


the preſervation of al they contain is no trouble to him. 
— He is GoD — the LOFTY ONE and the GRE AT; 
After which the tranſlator obſerves, that, how 


e noble and exalted ſoever the deſcription may ap- 
e pear, it is but a dim ſhadow of the energy, ma- 


«6 jeſty, and comprehenſion of the original.“ | 
K 2 ſpeech — * 
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ſpeech — fill let the ſound of Or x- 


n hang upon thy lips — for ed 
foul lsbappy in his e | 


Bur her extaly at the: name 1 O 
NIEL was now mitigated by her reflex- 
ion on having diſcovered that it was the 
fair ZE BO IM to whom the had bent 
ber ear. 


: 0 M * lovely friend! ſhe ſaid —if 
thou art, indeed, the daughter of the 
holy Bak Z A1—come with me, and thou 
ſhalt reverence the feet of thy rejoicing 
father — thou ſhalt kiſs the baſam af | 
the ſeer of HE BRO N. 


* I, expanded. 


at 


* 
# f 4 
_—_— 
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As the ſun, returning from the cham» 
bers of the eaſt, is to the drooping earth 
— when with his benign ray he chaceth 
the baleful vapors, and with genial 
warmith, animateth each herb which 
lay condenſed within her dark and chil- 
led womb; ſo was the voice of Achs A 

to her aſtoniſhed friend. | 

a; 

Tx tender drops of joy hung upon 
the eyelids of Z RBO IM; and her coun- 
tenance was rubied with filial love. 
O my Gop! ſaid ſhe, whence have 1 
merited ſuch mercy? —or from what 
other ſource than. thee can flow ſuch 
ſtreams of undeſerved bleſſing ? — Three 
times ſhe laid her boſom on the earth, 
and blefſed the HELP oF AGES—as 


K 3 oft 


h | | & 
*. 
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oft ſhe lifted up her ſuffuſed face, and fill- 
ed the wide air with intermitted praiſe, 


4 
*. 


Arx length the lovely pair began their 
walk towards the grove of BAR Z A1.— 
The herbage ſmiled beneath their feet. 
— The groves gave back the gentle 
_ found of their rejoicings. — The playful 
ſtream, that ſhone among the hills, joined 
its undulating murmurs to give life and 
joy to the enraptured ſcene. 


Tus they paſſed through the groves 
of Az AR — and enjoyed the pleaſures 
of the vales in pleaſing converſe, till 
they approached the habitation of the 


aged prophet. 


THEY 


9 
ny 
97 1 * D 
- 


* 
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TRE x ſaw him reſting on his ſtaff 
beneath a palm, in holy meditation. — 
Soon he raiſed his reverend face, and be- 
held the welcome viſitants. 


THe fair ZE BOI M fell upon her fa- 
ther's neck — and wept a ſhower of love. 
— She ſaid — O my kind and tender pa- 
rent! — Do I indeed reviſit thee ? — or 
is what I now enjoy no other than ſome 
illuſion of my wandering imagination? 
Ah! it is he. —It is my father! O 
ſhed upon thy ZEB01M the bleſſings of 
thine age. — Give her of the comforts of 
thy hoary head. 


THEN BARZZ AIT wept upon his 
daughter's neck, and bleſſed her, — And 
f K 4 he 


. 


5 
42 1 wi. + 
* It, 
* W7» 
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he faid — Bleſſed are mine eyes alſo in 
ſeeing thee, — Praiſed be the Gop of 
my fathers! . 


THE 3 3 wept — as he be⸗ 


held the offspring of his love. 


My beloved children, ſaid he — (for 
my ſoul hath felt for thee, o Acnsan, 


the yearnings of a parent) — ye ſee 


me bending towards the earth — and 
her graves are opened to receive me. —I 
feel the ſtrength of life to fail me. For 
the moiſture of my bones is dried up. 


WHEREFORE, hearken to the pre- 
cepts of experience — and weigh well 
the documents of mine age, — Let the 


eyes es of your hearts be nr es your 


> 2 minds 
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| minds ſhall: be enlightened with wiſ⸗ 
dom *, — That which is ſhut up ſhall 
be diſcloſed unto you.—The ſeals of in- 
ſtruction ſhall be broken. — Holineſs 
will be the directreſs of your lives, when 
I ſhall have unfolded to you the myſte - 
ries of wiſdom. 


WIr nn much difficulty I have traced 
out her path=and with the labor of the 
mind have I inveſtigated her ways. — 
Yet happineſs is the fruit of knowledge 
— and pleaſure waiteth on her for ever, 


In a pretty moral poem written by R. Cz a1, 
and intitled, The communication of a in Ar 
neſs, is this paſuch, 
DD -N 43 t8"RI TMP 
c mn MOR D 1 
Let thine ear be fixed to the mouth of the wiſe, © 
And thine eye ſhall gather from them topazes. 


— She 


138 T HE LOVES O F 


— she leaveth peace in her path — and 
her footſteps are fragrant with comfort. 
ALL the works of the HIGHEST 
are filled with wiſdom. — He created 
the earth — knoweth he not, therefore 
its parts? — He is the parent of know- 
ledge and power *. — The earth was 
formed by his word — and the heavens 
by the breath of his mouth. — The ſun 
moveth not from the way which he 
hath appointed him — nor doth the 
moon wander 1 in her times. — 


H called forth man from the duſt, 
and indued him with wiſdom from 


* Shall not he know it, who created it? For 
he 1s , moſt eminent in inewledge, and 1 
Al Koran, =& | 

3 above. 
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above. He gave him power over the 
creatures which he had made — and his 
dominion was extended through the 
world *. He imparted to him reaſon 


* Various have been the ſentiments of learned 
men on the ſignification of the phraſes in the firſt 
chapter of the book of Geneſis, Let us make man in 
our own image. So Gop created man in his own 
image, &c. ſome having referred it only to the en- 
dowment of reaſon, by which he was created ſo 
much ſuperior to every other animal, and nearer in 
reſemblance to the Gop of wiſdom.— Others again 
have taken an interpretation thereof hardly to be 
_ defended; if the words of Dr. TAYLOR may be 
underſtood to mean a corporeal ſimilitude, when he 
faith: „The word , [:zelem] hath two ſig- 
* nifications, 1. An image, a ſketch or adumbra- 
<« tion, repreſenting a real ſulſtance, 2. Tenebræ, 
« umbra mortis.” — What then ſhall we ſay, that 
our real ſubſtance, or body, was created in the ſimi- 
litude of the real ſub/tance, or body, of GoDb ? [See 

and 
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and ſpeech — and gave him an upright 
ſtature to behold his "works, 


e paths of 
wiſdom and knowledge - and his tongue 


the preceding note, p. 126. ] Profeſſor ByTHNER 
ſeems to favor the former opinion, dox imago, 
ſimilitudo tam corporea quam incorporea : and he 
obſerves, that, with the affix, as in pſalm Ixxiii. 20. 
it ſignifies the /ou/. Imaginem [animam] eorum 
ſpernes. | WON | 


But it often happens, to the detriment of ſcrip- | 


ture, that, in the elucidation of patticular ex- 
preſſions, the context is not ſufficiently attended to. 
Let us take the whole paſſage. And Gop ſaid, Let 
us make man in our image, after our likeneſs ; and 
let them have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth; — $9 Gop created man in his oun 


18 


| 
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is the parent of deceit. — He is puffed up 
with the-inventions of his bands —and 


hath forſaken the 2 of 
Gop.- 


O my children I- if ye would enjoy 
peace — reverence the MosT HIGH, 


image, in the image of Gop created he him, &c. May 
not then this /:kene/s conſiſt in having dominion 
over the fiſh of the ſea, over the fowls of the air, 
the cattle, &c:"fince they follow in ſuch cloſe con- 
nexion: Let us make man in our own likeneſs — Job 
them have dominion over the fiſh, &c.— Then follows, 
in a moſt natural order, So Gop created man in his 
own likeneſs — for he ſaid unto them «repleniſh the 
earth and ſubdue it, and have dominion over the fiſh 
of the ſea, and over the fowl of the gir, and over " every 
thing that moveth upon tba earth ? 


* phy [gnelion] the moſt bigh 2 exalted. 
There 
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7 There is none like him in the 
places of heaven — among thoſe whoſe 
dwellings are beyond the clouds. — 
He is loving and merciful unto them 
that fear him, and will lead them 
into pleaſures which they have not 
known. 


H x diſpoſeth of the earth as he 
pleaſeth — he holdeth the revolu- 
tions thereof in the palm of his hand. 
But he chooſeth the righteous from 
among the ſons of men — and will 
give bleſſing to the ſeed that ſeeketh af- 
ter truth, 


| Wnos0 erreth from the law of truth 
wandereth from the MosT HIGH 
e | for 


* 
—— 
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for he hath eſtabliſhed all things there- 


in . 


Bur happy ſhall be the man who 
goeth with wiſdom — and whole heart 
is occupied in truth. Who giveth to 
the hungry from his diſh and the 
overflowings of whoſe top cheareth the 
thirſty ſoul, 

Wuos E hands are ſtretched out in 
mercy — whoſe eyes are bent upon the 
poor — that he may deliver him from 


* Rabbi CH Al, in his above cited poem called 


n Den "DMS, faith, 
"DI MR n DU 


! DN) PISA Pixx 
Let thy work be right in truth 
And thy balance in juſtice and faithfulneſs, 


the 
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the wickedneſs * of men — that he may 
have pity on the ſons of the oppreſſed. 


_ BLE$$1NG ſhall follow him when 

he goeth from his houſe — and when 
he ſitteth alone, he ſaith, I am ſatisfi- 
ed +. — It ſhall be unto him like a fall» 
ing river —and like the pleaſant ſtreams 
of Z1PH. — The mouth of the helpleſs 
ſhall be opened unto him — their lips 
ſhall rejoice in his praiſe. — For the 
HIGHEST is holy and merciful. ie 


THe inhabitants of the ks 1 
after vanity—but God n, ſorrow. 


* Literal! y. wickddueſes 


+ Here, and in other places of this kind fe the 
note P. R 


. 
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O go not in the ways of wickedneſs; 
for deſtruction lurketh at the end. — 
She cometh out like a ſerpent on him 
that is unaware. — He falleth among 


the clods of the earth. 


nay HE danderer thall periſh * 
among men — and he that hath a ſmooth 
tongue ſhall fall. — For he - giveth a 
wound unto his neighbor — and hath” 
placed a knife among friends. —His foul 
that is within him ſhall be bitter. — He 
ſhall d die in the vexation of his heart. 
Ar Ls0 the Pn of the hypocrite 
ſhall not be ſmall — nor ſhall the burn- 
ings of his heart be little, — He falleth 
down unto the ſun, and ſaith, thou. art 

L my 
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my Gop #.— He leadeth the weak in- 
to a ſnare. — When: his ſtrength is like 
the Rreagth of a cage," he ſhall be 


e * | 
I 1 


. = i, (os the truly pious Arab, ) I gazed upon 
* Onus, when he was ſhining, or upon IAarE- 
ena, when riſing in her glory,;, and my, heart 
« went ſecretly after them, and my hand kiſſed my 
<< mouth, then this were an iniquity to be judged ; 
4 — for I had denied the Go that is above.“ 
Jon xxxi. 26, 27; 28. — In mild climates and ſe- 
rene ſxies the worſhip of the ſun muſt be very in- 
fnaring.—lt is the moſt obvious and general ſpecies 
of idolatry, varied into a thouſand ſhapes, widely 
fpread, and of the longeſt continuance : nor is it 
any wonder, that men, ignorant of a higher cauſe, 
ſhould adore ſo bright an object, at whoſe receſs the 
world mourns, the heavens lour, the ſtars abſcond, 
and the earth is ſtripped of her fruits and verdure: 
whereas all nature ſmiles at his return; the ſeas are 
aum, the rivers clear, the ſky. ſerene, the air be- 

* _ Tun 


OTHNIEL AND ACHS AH. 147 


TR ear of the oppreſſor ſhall be fill- 
ed with a grievous ſound — and the 
curſes ob the poor ſhalk hover round his. 
head. — Miſery is the companion of his 
ſoul. 


Tou he proſper with men and 
fulneſs waiteth at his houſe. —Though' 
his children may flouriſh like the plants 
of the valley —and grow up like the 
trees by the river. Vet deſolation ſhall 
cover him as a cloud —and with a filthy 
garment ſhall ſhe hide him; — becauſe 
he hath» forſaken him who hath the 
hand of Gop upon him — and hath de- 


nign ; ; and birds, and beaſts, and plants, and men, 
revive at the touch of his enlivehing ray. See let- 
n nn mythology. - | 

1 12 ſpiſed 
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ſpiſed the ſorrows of the poor. He 
hath withheld the wages of the hire- 
ling.—But it ſhall be demanded of him. 
un a bitter portion ſhall he return it. 


BuT walk ye in the way of the 
MOST HIGH —fo ſhall ye gather the 
proſperity which deſcendeth from above. 
— - Aſk the bleſſing from his hand who 
alone can beſtow it. — The EVER 
LASTING diſtributeth mercy. 


Give of the bread which *& ſhall 
poſſeſs, unto him that needeth it — that 


your ſeed may inherit the prayer of the 
afflicted ſoul. ; 


LI your vine be preſſed out to the 
* — that he may give praiſes to 
P iet =  Jznovan 
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Ir nova with rejoicing fps. The 
ALM1GnTY rewardeth the liberal. — 
He will enfold them under the covering 
of his mercy — and ſhelter them with 


the arms of everlaſting ſtrength. 


I nave ſeen the AznciGuTy in 
the terrors of his power — and I have 
heard him in the ſweet voice of compaſ- 
fion. — Hath not trembling ſeized on 
me at thy jadgements, o Scnappar? 
— and have I not drank, with thankf- 
grving, at the ſtream of thy mercy? 


LIE a torrent of waters hath been 
the ſhortnefs of my life —and the flow- 
ing of my days hath been even as a 
guſhing ftream. — But he ruleth the 
L 3 winds 
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winds from his ſcat — and the tempeſt 
is not rouzed for the juſt *. 


Hee the prophet put an end to his 
inſtructions, and he felt upon his ſoul 
the viſitations of age. — His bones were 


weakened by length of days — and the 
joints of his limbs were ſtiffened with 
watchfulneſs. — He called on the name 
of the EvERLA$T1NG and the foul 
of BARZAI was removed. 


* A claſhing of metaphors, is not at all un- 
common in the eaſtern as well as in the rabbinical 
writings. This, however, is well ſupported. Hig 
life is compared to ſwift waters and a guſhing 
ſtream, which though the ſmaller winds of adverſity 
might have agitated, and diſturbed, yet the tem- 


peſtuous blaſts of deſpair had not driven it from its 
TAX 
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Tas virgin of HzBRrox cloſed his 
eyes and the fair Zz Boi mourn- 
ed for her father. — They laid him in 
the tomb + of Exim the tomb in 


the valley of palms. | | 


2 Among the ancient Jews, the fit ceremom 

. uſed towards the deceaſed, was the clofing of his 
eyes by the next of kin. FoszPH alf put bis 
bands npan thine eyes. Gen. xlvi. 4. This was like» 
wife in uſe among the Greets and Romans: 
Fan, & n gol ye vi x) wolne h ile 
"Ogcs xabanionrr Sarir]e ve · Hom. iI. A. L 452. 
Ah wretch ! no father ſhall thy corpſe compoſe, 
Thy dying eyes no tender mother cloſe. Pore. 


ie mos cus comprimat, ile tu. Ovid. 


I + The ancient Hebrews, if they received not a 
burial place from their anceſtors, would purchaſe 
one for the interment of themſelves and their family. 
It ws a vault hewn out in a rock, fix cubits long, 

L 4 BLESSED 
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BI ESsSs HD is the hoary head which 
goeth down to the grave with righteouſ- 
neſs — bleſſed are the dead who have 


walked with Go Do. For their memory 
is as ointment unto their children. — 


and four broad; in which eight, or, as ſome ſay, 
thirteen other cells, or ſmaller holes, were made, 
as ſo many diſtin& receptacles, or tombs, for the 
dead bodies to be laid in. As often as they buried 
any, they uſed to roll a great ſtone to the mouth of 
the cave. The cave or vault itſelf they called 
Jap [#eber] which ſignifies a place of burial ; or 
from its form, it was ſometimes called, yd 
{mangnara] a den or cave. Theſe ſeveral cells or 
receptacles, in which the bodies were laid, they call - 
ed FIND Lum] graves; and the ſtone they 
named 99 [galel] a rolling flone. Talmud: Seder, 
Nezikhin Bava Bathra, cap. vi. See alſo, Rites of 
the ancient Hebrews. | 


* They 
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They ſhall live in the rememberance of 
the juſt. 

THe 1k ſpirits may ſleep for a ſeaſon 
—yet they ſhall awake in the EDEN of 
peace. He hath prepared for them the 
bleflings of his habitation—and though 
they die— their righteouſneſs remaineth 
not in the grave. 


TRE odor of their ſacrifices is in the 
noſtrils of the MosT HIGH; — their 
holocauſt hath given a laſting ſavor. 


How pleaſant is the departure of the 
righteous ! — Their diſſolution cometh 
in peace, —They lie down in the grave, 
as in a place of reſt—and are quiet in 
the habitation of darkneſs, — Becauſe 


they 
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they have fixed their confidence on 'the 
Hol- and are fatisfied with the pro- 
viſion of hope. — They are taken from 
their toil and from cheir wearmeſs — 
and are removed from the diſquietude 
of men, His triumph cometh not un- 
til the end —for he rejoiceth in the re- 
ward of his work. 


He is the beloved of his Maker and 
of his Gop—and he will lead him into 
the pleaſures of heaven. — He whom 
he hath ferved will give him of his 
plenty ; — for Gop is the a of 


. r 
zighteous unto his children ! — How 
ſweet is the r of him in the 


mouths 
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mouths of his offspring | — It gloweth 
in the countenance of ſucceeding gene- 
rations. — He ſhall not be forgotten of 
the children of his friends — nor ſhall 
the rememberance of him be extin- 
guiſhed at the death of their ſons *. 


THe path of the godly is marked out 
by his ſteps — and the pious ſhall fol- 
low the track of his feet. — His life is 
crowned by the length thereof — and 
his diſſolution with the bleflings of 
peace. Who would not follow after 
| Gov, when the reward is ſo great? 
Who would not worſhip the power ſo 
liberal in mercy ? 


That is, the thildren of the children of bis 
Friends, 


AND 
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AN Zr BzOIM fat beſide the ſtream 
which runneth through the hills. — 
Her harp was ſtrung to the founds of 
mentation; mournfu} was her fong of. 
ſorrow, and Achs Aan was the compa- 
nion of her tears. 


* Movuxn, ye daughters of the val- 
* ley of SHoPRAT!— Weep, ye vir- 
* gins of the frunfuk plains! — The 
* ftrength of my head is departed. — 
* 'The light of mine eyes is deſcended 
to the cave, and is extinguiſhed in 
the regions of darknefs. — Lo} the 
% fupport of the weak is removed. 
* Lo! the portion of the wretched is 
© taken away !—The comforter of the 


*© weary 
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<< weary is no more, —And the hope of 
<< the affliaed is departed. | 


% Mouxx, ye daughters of the val- 
<« ley of Sno HAT Liſt up your 
< voice in lamentation, ye children of 
<< the peaceful dwellings. —For the oe- 
« dar. of the foreſt is fallen — the palm 
ct. of the plains is hewn down. Sweet 
<< was his fong to the harp — when he 
<« extolled the ruler of heaven. — Sweet 
<< were the notes of his ſong — and ſkil- 
« ful was his hand on the ftrings of 
< the lute. 


« Mou RN, ye daughters of the val- 

C ley of SHoPHAT!— Mourn for the 
death of Baxza1l — Shed ye tears 
2. upon his grave, as one ſheddeth tears 
ec for 
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« for his father — and as the widow 
« howleth for the comfort of her foul. 


«© Movxn, ye daughters of the val- 
« ley of SmoPnaT! — Who is he 
« that ſhall number his good deeds?'— 
« Or who ſhall count the bleflings 
*« of his hand? — But, ah! he is de- 
* ſcendet to the diſmal houſe. He is 
2 - "200 0 the land of forgetfulneſs, | 


we Movin, ene of the val- 
ce ley of SHoPpHAT! — Shout your 


& cries to the ſound of the timbrel. — 

« O ſing no pleaſant ſongs to the harp. 

Let there be ſilence through the 

„ nights. For his eyes are encompaſſ- 

te ed with darkneſs, = He is deſcended 

« to — ſhade, — O my 
« father! 
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te father! — I will remember thee 
throughout the years I will think 
« upon thy precepts in the times which 
are to come. — Peace be to thee, 
%o my father! — and peace to the 
10 * abode of thy ſoul!“ 


AND they dwelt in the grove of 
BARZ AI. But CAL ERA knew not of 
the abode of his daughter. — And he 
ſent meſſengers, that they might find 
her, — But they ſought not in the holy 
grove.—And the ſervants returned, ſay- 
ing, We cannot find thy daughter in all 
the land of Hz RON. — Then the fon 
of JEPHUNN-EH' was exceeding ſorrow- 
ful — and he ſmote his hand upon his 
breaſt, and he wept bitterly, 


AnD 
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AND he faid unto the meſſengers, 
go ye then down unto K1RJATH=-SE- 
PHER — for my ſoul is alſo ſorrowful 
becauſe of OTHNIETI. — And unto 
KEeNnaAz he ſaid, Haſt thou any tidings 
from thy ſon ? — But he anſwered, Am 
not I as a ſervant unto my lord, how 
ſhould I then conceal ſuch a thing. from 
thee ?—Wherefore ſayeſt thou unto me, 2 
Haſt thou heard aught from thy ſon ? 


1 KENAZ was ſorely vexed, — 
And he aroſe to go towards K1rjaTH= 
SEPHER, ſaying; It may be that I 
ſhall meet my ſon. — And, after he had 
travelled a great ſpace, he was weary, 


(now night was wrapping her ſhades 
—_ the earth) and he laid himſelf 
p down 
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down to ſleep in one of the ſhepherd's 
tents, which ye behold as ye go towards 
the brook which divideth. the lands. 
And he enquired of the men, ſaying, 
Have ye ſeen any one who returned 
from the ſiege ? + And they anſwered, 
No; but there is a young man among 
us whom. we know.not, he hath told 
us of the diſaſters of war, and of the 
flaugbter which cometh by the ſword, 
it may be he will tell thee concerning 
the matter. — And Kenaz ſought 
among the tents, and he found: the 
young man going with the flock unto 
the watering pool. — But as ſoon as be 
beheld him, he left his flock and fled to- 
wards the mountains. KEN AE pur- 
ſued him, but ſoon he was beyond the 
reach of his eyes. He climbed the 

M height 


: 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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height of NA DAR INM, and looked 
round from the ſummit of the loſty hill. 
— But his ſight could not recover the 
youth. For the mountains of NAD A- 
RIM are many in multitude, and are 
fruitful among the hills of the earth, — 
Their tops are crowned with pleaſant 


places, and the vallies are full of delight. 


— Comfort and peace are upon the face 
of the inhabitants; for plenty is their 
ſure inheritance. The herdſmen attend 


on their flocks, with gladneſs; and the 


virgins tell them of their ſongs of love. 
— They eat their repaſt on the brink of 
the brook—even the apples of the vales 
of NaDdariM—and lake their thirſt 
with the waters of the pleaſant ſtream. 


* 
4. 


* Mm; THE 
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Tux father of OTHNIEL was de- 
lighted at the manners of the dwellers 
among the mountains. — He walked 
through their tents , and converſed with 


* The Avim are in Deut. ii. 23. (aid to dwell, | 
in [bechatzarim] where, it ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, that our tranſlation, becauſe there might be 
ſome doubt about the ſignific ation of the word, 
hath kept the original term, which the ſeptuagint 
hath alſo done, only with a little alteration in its 
termination; this courſe being thought ſafeſt by 
them (as indeed thoſe are ſure not to tranſlate amiſs, 
who do not tranſlate at all). Nevertheleſs, we 
may, perhaps, with propriety and ſafety follow the 
Samaritan verſion in this caſe (that being probably 
elder than the LXX.) wherein it is plainly tranſ- 
lated, they dwelt in villages, or ſmall towns, con- 
ſiſting of ſcattered houſes or huts. And indeed 
ſo yn1 ſignifies; for proof of which ſee Dr. Cas- 
TLE's Lexicon; nay, the LXX itſelf often tranfſ- 
lates it ſo, as may be ſeen in K1RCHER's Concor- 


M 2 them 
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them of the things which they knew. 
— But they liſtened unto him, as unto 
the tongue of the deceiver — for they 
knew not the voice of a ſtranger. 


\ BETWEEN the hills which ſurround 
the little hill of HazAr mon, runneth 
the river which is called the river of the 
vallies. The ſmooth | ſtream thereof 
glideth in a placid courſe, and the trees 
on its banks reverberate its undulations, 
—— Its courſe is turned in the vale of 


dance. Beſides all which, there are ſeveral places 
named in ſcripture which have Hazar prefixed and 
not one great city among them, Hazar-Adaar, 
Hazar-Gaddah, Hazar-Shuah, Hazar-Shuſah, Ha- 
zar-Enna, Hazar-Haiticon. And the laſt is in 
Ezekiel xlvü. 16. in our tranſlation in the margin, 
Exprefſed by the middle village. Junius and TRE- 
MELLIVUS, pagi median, 


MA DAR 
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Ma »4 inſomuch that it almoſt ſur- 
roundeth the wilderneſs of HazoTH. 


In the wilderneſs of HAZ or is 
the dwelling of the ſeer of the moun- 
_ tains, — Here KenAz reſted to ſurvey 
the habitation of the inchanter *, —The 


* Muttrrer, The Hebrew word N {chober] 
ſignifies, a charmer. Oxkxxos calls ſuch a charmer 
PBT [ratin] a mutterer, though the word ſignifies 
literally, conjoining or conſociating; either from the 
league and fellowſhip which ſuch perſons have 
with the devil; or, as Bopinvs thinks [Bopin, 
Magdemon. I. i. c. 6.] becauſe fuch kind of witthes 
have frequent meetings, in which they dance and make 
merry together, But ON&xELos would intimate 
the manner of theſe incantations to be by the mut- 
tering or ſoft ſpeaking of ſome ſpell or charm. 
MaA1moNipss [tract. idolol, cap. xi. ſect. 10, 11.] 
deſcribes this charmer thus: He is a charmer who 
ſpeaketh words of a ſtrange language, and without 

M 3 path 


165 THE LOVES OF 


path thereto was ſurrounded by hil- 
locks of odoriferons flowers and inter- 
woven ſhrubs, over which the myr- 
tles expanded their umbrageous tops. 
Palm trees and cedars were beautifully 
mingled with theſe, and the leafy pine 
[nodded among them his aſpiring head. 


ſenſe ; and he in his fooliſhneſs, thinketh that theſe 
words are profitable, That if one ſay ſo and ſo unto 
a ſerpent or ſcorpion, it cannot hurt a man, and he 
that ſayeth ſo or ſo unto a man, he cannot be hurt. 
[See PLINY, Nat. Hiſt.) He that whiſpereth 
over a wound, or readeth a verſe out of the Bible; 

alſs he that readeth over an infant, that it may not be 
Forigbied, or that layeth the book of the Iaw, or the phy- 
lafleries upon a child that it may fleep, ſuch are not 
only among inchanters, or charmers, but of thoſe that 
generally deny the lau of GoD, becauſe they make the 
words of the Scripture a medicine for the body, obere. 
5 they are not, but medicine for the ſoul, 


THsB 


OTHNIEL AND ACHSAH. 167 


THz entrance was dark and pro- 
found, but its ſpaciouſneſs opened with 
its deſcent. — The tender verdure met 
the wearied feet of KEN AZ, which with 
profuſion covered all the ground. The 
natural arches of this aweful manſion, 
Joined to the ſhrill echoes which rever- 
berated each careful ſtep among its 
dreary vaults, inſpired the mind with 
reverential horror. — On this fide the 
glittering ſtones of the rock enlivened 
the gloomy proſpect — while on that, a 
ſtream flowed down, which continued 
its delightful courſe, embanked by ame- 
thyſt and jaſper, and murmured all the 
harmony of ſound along the hollow grot 
of HAzoTH.—The breath of the early 
{pring diffuſed a ſweet refreſhment 

M4 through 
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through the caves — gentle was the 
agen ee hag the healthful breeze. 


**Yo! Kxkr ks” ſtood Kill ! in as: for 


melancholy had ſurrounded his foul. 
"6 


| e e eee and re- 
elined againſt a projection of the roc 
lol an aged man '* ftood before him, 
cloathed in long robes of the pureſt 
white, girt about with a girdle of many 
colours. His locks were ſilvered over 
with age, and his beard was white 
through the length of his years. The 
ſtaff of — was in his right 


MIR 

_ 4 Dre. in Deut. p. 592. faith of the manner 

of this conſultation : The con ſulter meaſured his 4 

by ſpans, or- by the hugh of his finger ; ſaying, as be 
hand, 
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hand, and in his left he held a book 
written with the characters of wiſdom. 
-—To the dwellers among the mountains 
it was not given to read the letters of 
knowledge. But to the ſon of AZAzL 
it was given to underſtand the myſteries 
which are fealed on high, to E m1 4+ 
s A R, the ſeer of the mountains. 


Ax p be ſaid, Who art thou, my 
fon ?—Wherefore art thou come hither? 
Art thou fallen into the ſnare of the 


meaſured : I will go; J will not go; I will de ſuch a 
thing; I will not do it; and as the laſt ſpan fell 
cut, fo he determined it. This kind of divina- 
tion was termed by the Greeks, PaCHopar]tia, or 
Beaouar]iia, divination by rods and arrows, By 
the ancient Hebrews Wo ph 7X4 [School mall. 
A conſulter with his flaff. For the laſt ſee Gop- 


evil 


WIN, 
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evil one ®, or wouldſt thou know of the 
counſels of Jt nov an? — His ways 
are wonderful in righteouſneſs — his arm 
is ſtrict ä | | 


Bor Kanns abfwered Not fo, 
my father. — My feet have not walked 
in the ways of the evil one +— neither 
feek I to know of the judgements of the 
HicnzsT.— For lo! my days are 
few in the land — why then ſhould I 
ſeek, mine own afflition ? — Surely he 
that afketh of hidden things-multiplieth 
forrow—he that weepeth with the clouds 
ſtoreth up n ſeek for OTuNIEL 


» Literally: Hath 3D [Mach] u 
ther evil ? a a 
1 D. 2 above, 


that : 
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that went up to DzB1R — my foul 
yearneth for my ſon. — (Alas, the days 
of a father are toilſome days, and the 
weariſome nights that are appointed are 
not few !)—Is not CALz 8 alſo ſorrow- 
ful for his ſake? — Hath not the ſon of 
JEPHUNNEH loved him? — Tell me 
then, if thou knoweſt, what pertaineth 
unto him, that my ſoul may bleſs thee. 
— But let thy lips ſpeak of truth, and 
let not thy heart meditate deceit. — For 
my ſoul is troubled for his fake—for the 
ſake of OTHNIEL is the ſon of I E- 
PHUNNEH alſo diſmayed, 


AND he found favour in the fight of 
the ſeer. — Moreover he ſware unto 


him, ſaying, If 1 deceive ths 1 in aught 
concerning this matter, 


Now 
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Now they walked towards the cry- 
ſtal ſpring — there alſo EBIA HW ATA 
ſware unto him. — And he lift up his 
eyes and bleſſed Ken az —And he ſaid 
unto him, O be thou ſheltered from 
above by the wings of ZA DV KIEL, 
and may the arms of KA MAT be thy 
defence —1I ſee thy forrows —I know 

the lamentations of thy ſoul.— Can a fa- 
ther forget the offspring of his love 
bendeth he not over the fon of his vows? 
—EBIASAPH alſo hath known the 
troubles of a parent — he hath expe- 
rienced the arrows of affeQtion, — Let 
him; then, wipe away the doubtful tear 
that trembleth in thine eye — let him 
give of the compaſſion which he hath 
received from above. 


DosT 
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Dos v thou ſeek balm of the ſeen of 
the mountains? — Are there not: pro- 
phats in tha other land But the pee» 
ple come unto the prophet of HAZ OT , 
and earneſtly rely on the voice of 
EBLASAPH, | 


AnD KENA z was fitting on a bank 
in the cave, and ERIASA HH ſtood near 
unto him. And he was troubled: with 
doubt. — And he faid, O prophet! let 
thy ſervant ſuck at the breaſts of thy 
conſolations —let him drink plentifully 
of the ſtores of thy milk, and receive 
comfort. —For lo} mine eyes are weary 
with ſearching — and my heart is en- 
compaſſed with ſorrow. 


Bor 


N 
N > 
| 
| 
' 
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Boir/Rbrabs rh Haid unte bil — 
Thou talkeſt of miſery as of the girdle 
of thy ſoul — but affliction hath leaned 


on thee with her lighteſt arm. — The 


ſons of lamentation that have gone be- 
fore thee — have they not experienced 
woe? — Have they not been ſwollen 
with ſorrow, as a man is ſwollen with 
new wine? — Yet thou complaineſt of 
the griefs which thou beareſt, and art 
not ſatisfied with thy good proviſion. 


Nox among the ſons of men are 
exempt from trouble — why then doſt 
thou murmur at thy portion ?—Who is 
he that ſeeth not mourning, that thou 
mayeſt repine with juſtice? — But, from 
the time that HIS commandment was 

diſobeyed 
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diſobeyed — from the violation of the 
law of the MosT n16Hn — misfortune 
hath been the reward of diſobedience 
and weeping hath become the lot of 
humanity. — For our father did diſobey 
the commandment of the ETERNAL, 
and walked contrary to the ordinance of 
his Gop.— Then brought he ſorrow on 
the man that had known felicity ; and 
all his offspring- have partaken of his 
guilt. — The MiGuT1EsST is terrible 
in vengeance. 


WHERE FORE murmureſt thou then 
for thyſelf, and thinkeſt grievouſly of 
the afflictions of a man — ſeeing thou art 
numbered with the multitude of thy 
brethren, and that thou enjoyeſt but the 
heritage of men? 


AND 
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AnD the prophet ſtood with his eyes 
fixed up to heaven —and he prayed fer- 
vently, But, after a ſhort ſpace, he 
| faid: OKenaz! thou art beloved of 

the EveERLASTING — He will re- 
veal unto thee the ſecrets of his pro- 
vidence. 


'THENn faid EBiasAyn, Caſt now 
thine eyes ſtrait among thoſe numerous 
pillars which ſupport the intermingled 
arches. 


AND he locked — and lo! walking 


penſively and fad, he beheld the father 
of the human race. Deſpair and an- 
guiſh marked with their deadly fingers 
all the furrows of his brow, —With 


flow 
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flow and fearful ſteps he trod on the 
accurſed earth, and wept for all the ſor- 
rows of his wretched offspring: —nor 
caſt his eye at all on either ſide. 


BEHIN D him walked folemnly along, 
the bluſhing partner of his woe. — Her 
comely eyes, which erſt were brighten- 
ed with the glow of peaceful love, and 

melted the manly heart of Ap AM with 
their tender looks, were now offuſcated 
with tears. 


O THovu, the immediate child of 
God! exclaimed KEN AZ. 


B ur the ſeer of the mountains with 


haſte impoſed on his rr the Unger of 
lence, 1 


. 


N An! 
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An! who * that with ſullen eyes, 


fixed, and red with watchfulneſs — 


whoſe folded arms and fallen brow be- 
ſpeak a vengeful or deſpairing ſpirit ! — 
His teeth would force their paſſage 
through his pale lip And all the ſha- 
dows of his ſoul ſeem gathered in his 


countenance ? — Ah! why hideſt thou 


thy multitude of terrors ? — or why doſt 
thou thus ſlink away from my fight — 
from the face of a man, as from the 
gates of hell? —I know thee, CAI N, 
faid EBIASAPH—T know thee by the 
horrors on thy brow. —Thy pallid cheek 
and thy diſtended noſtrils * proclaim the 


þ 
* With the Ne to e a man ſpeak- 
ing through his noſe, is the ſame as ſaying he is 
angry 5 ; — it is obſervable, that, the more 


wrathful 
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wrathful inclinations of thy ſoul.— Hide 
thee then for ever in thy ſhade, and em- 
bitter not thine offspring by the remem- 
berance of thy calamities ! 


Bu r behold the form of the required 
ABEL !—Meekneſs and devotion beam- 
ing from his eyes. — See, KENAZ, 
the bloody ſtream which falleth on the 
conſcious earth from among his clotted 
locks.— Is this, alas! the reward of thy 
conſtant piety — is this the only meed 
of thine unblemiſhed virtue? exclaimed 
the indignant KEN AZ. 


violently a man is agitated with rage, the more are 
his noſtrils uſually diftended, together with the 
other contortions of his countenance. Pſalm ii. 5. 
Then ſhall he ſpeak unto them through his noſe, and 
dex them in his ſore diſpleaſure. © 


N 2 AFTER 
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" AFTER theſe a train of people 
ruddy and ſtrong — marked with a long 
length of you 1 __ _ _— 


Tu glided on 8 teverend 
form, o NoA HI The glorious hand 
that ſheltered thee from death, appeared 
a ſhining covering on thy hoary head.— 
Thy righteouſneſs preſerved thee from 
the murderous wave, when the de- 
ſtruction of mankind was the reward of 


their guilt 


Tou too, o ſon of Tex an! with 
thy whitened locks — leading along the 
comely-featured SA x AH. — Hail pious 
fire, ſaid K E NA Zz, of Is RAE T's multi- 
plied race!— Hail, ſacred parent of the 

holy 
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holy offspring Permit me, o father of 
the faithful ſeed ] thus Tow to reverence 
thy feet —He faid—and, Io! the Phan- 


tom was diffolved in air. 


Br n1NnD theſe moved on the king of 
righteouſneſs * — the king of SALE N 
with a long train of prophets, prieſts and 
kings. — A numerous hoſt.— And on the 
humble front of him who cloſed this 
glorious company, fat ſmiling peace. — 
A divine ſerenity was fixed on his brow, 


* Certe ego arbitror SHEMUM hunc eſſe * 
cui titulus datur, honoris pleniſſimus, MEL cars Fr - 
DE CI, hoc eſt regis juſtifſimi, & fumme pacthet ; 
ſic enim intelligo apoftolum ad Hebræos, cap. vii. 2. 
Nam ſic apud Hebrzos fignificant verba rex juſtit æ 
& rex pacis. Quippe nullus eo tempore extitit 
rex, tam juſtitiæ quam pacis adeo ftudiofus. 
CUMBERLAND, Orig. Gent. Antiquifſe p. 425. 


N 3 and 
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— and his head was ſurrgunded with a 

circlet of hallowed flame. — His vene- 
rable cheek glowed with an awful ma- 
jeſty.— His lovely eye looked meekneſs 
and compaſſion. — Blooming in youth. 


— But as he paſſed along, he wept. 


A cRoUDED multitude, in overflow- 
ing tranſport, were bowed at his ſacred 
feet. 


BURNING with impatience, the 
brother of CAL EB turned to the ſeer 
— Tell me, divine inſtructor, he ſaid, 
how ſhall I addreſs that ſacred form ?— 
Who, among the hierarchy of heaven, 
hath thus wrapped himſelf in the cover- 
ing of men ? — Tell me, EB1asarn, 
which it is among the miniſtering ſpirits : 
— Por, as I gazed on his humble beauty, 
| ] was 
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I was touched within, far other than 
I was wont. My ſpirit trembled at his 
preſence. — And my fleſh fill ſhivers 
at the rememberance of his form. — 
Awaken him again then by thy power. 
— Let mine eyes again rejoice. — 
Let my heart be tranſported again, and 
my ſoul ! | 


O Kenaz, Gop is not known to 
EB1A$A?PH,— He communicateth not 
all his myſteries unto men, —The labor 
of his hands is perfect — his paths are 
equal and ſtraight. — He turneth not 
from his purpoſe, neither aſketh he 
counſel of the ſeer. He ſtretcheth his 
arm through the heavens, and the pro- 
greſſions of ages are moved. Yet he 
forgetteth not the inhabitants of earth — 

| N 4 he 


4 
ö 

ö 

BY 
1 
| 

il 
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he hath never neglected the man whom 
he formed.— If he is right, then neither 
can he err. When his hand taketh hold 
on judgement, who ſhall charge him 
with iniquity? © | 


UnTo the ſon of IE TRRO ſt was 
given to know the myſteries of the 


HIGHEST — but Gop revealeth not 


his ſecrets unto many. — He hath eſtab- 
liſhed the revolution of times—but who | 


ſhall ſeek out his ways? 


Tuts was he, oKtnaz! of whom 
the ſon of BE OR ſaid (for he heard the 
words of Gop, and ſaw the viſion of 
the AL MIGH T) of whom the ſeer of 
PETRHOR ſaid — © Look unto the ſtar 
that ſhall come out of JAcoß — be- 
| ce hold 
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te hold the ſceptre, that ſhall riſe out of 
c TsRAEL!” 8 | 

THEN the ſeer conducted Kenaz 
through the windings of his pleaſant 
dwelling. — And they came to a little 
opening in the ſide of the cave — there 
they ſat down upon the riſing rock — 
and EBTIASA H ſaid unto him: 


THov ſhalt not depart from my 
habitation until thou haſt opened thine 
ears unto my wiſdom—until thine heart 
hath received of mine underſtanding — 
Wherefore, I pray thee, take of thismy 
proviſion, and thy thirſt ſhall be ſlaked 
with the waters of the brook. - 


Bur 
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Bur he ſaid, Nay, 1 will hearken 
unto thy wiſdom. — For inſtruction is 
better than meat. | 


Trzn faid the ſeer of the mountains 
unto him. —O Kenaz! with toil haſt 
thou ſought after happineſs, and with 
much wearineſs haft thou looked for 
her dwelling. —Yet haſt thou not found 
out her abode nor haſt thou from thy 
youth, approached nearer to her habi- 
tation. — She dwelleth not among the 
palaces of Jos H a—nor doth ſhe ſtray 
among the bowers of eaſe.—She reſteth 
not upon the couch of roſes—nor is the 
perfume of aſpalathus the comfort of 


her ſleep. 


EW ”- 


SEEK 
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SEEK not for her love among abun- 
dance of wealth— neither will ſhe meet 
thee on the pinions of ſloth, 


KEEP thy foot from the path of 
pleaſure—for peace is not cloathed in 
diamonds, nor is happineſs adorned 


with ſcarlet. 


Tuxx to thy right-hand in going 
from her haunts, or to the left, leſt 
thou fall into a ſnare. — For if a man 
lay hold on her in his youth — if he 
drink of the cup which ſhe holdeth to 
his lip — and if he fay, It is a pleaſant 
draught.—The poiſon will ſpread among 
the cells of his heart — He will remem- 
ber the potion in an unpleaſant age. 

. 


—̃ ͤ 1 — —— 
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Bur thou haſt eſcaped the times of 
youth, and art freed from the dangers 
of inexperience — yet, ſay not in thine 
heart, I am ſecure from the wilineſs of 
pleafure — fay not, I am ſatisfied in my 
ftrength. — Leſt thou lie down in for- 
getfulneſs—and the robber ſpoil thee, — 


Left the deſtroyer ſhould lull thee, like 


the morning ſong—and pleaſure beguile 
thee with the fmiles of fammer. — Say 
not, o KEnAZz! I have run my race. 
— Say not, I have efcaped the tempta- 
tions of eafe. — For conſtancy is not 
weary of her toil, and the meafure of 
life is not filled up. — Inclination is not 
weakened with age —nor is the hoary 
head exempt from folly. 


SNARES 


OTHNIEL AND ACHSAH. a8g 


SNARES are laid for princes, and 
fooliſhneſs is the companion of eaſe. — 
Uprightneſs is ſcarce in a palace, and a 
rich man eſcapeth with toil. — The 
hand of Jos HA is liberal in favors 
— and allurements lurk beneath a ſplen- 
did couch, | 


In the morning, when thou goeſt 
from thy chamber, and at noon, make 
thy prayer unto the Gop of Je 8guv- 
RoN *—and thou ſhalt have bleſſing to 
thyſelf and to thy children. 


* TIN! [7eſphuran] 1/rael or the Iſraelites, who. 
ſaw TIN the glory of the divine preſence, in the 
promulgation of the law. Fear not, my ſervant ] A- 
COB, and thou, JESCHURON, whom I have choſen! 
Isarar xliv., —Targum Rm?! and ISRAEL.— 
LXX. Kai 3 Tf, & diletus. 

Tre 
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Tux ftandard of IE HO vA is erect- 
ed — he hath ſounded fourth his trum- 
pet to the people. — But where is the 
diſperſion of them that hearken? It is 
heard in the deſolation, and in the wil- 
derneſs — yet the troops of his army are 
wanting in number. | 


WrARINESs and pain are among 
the hoſts. — For the habitations of men 
are relinquiſhed for the fight. — Theres + 
fore will they not engage in the battles 
of JEHoOVvAn.—Yet the foundations 
ſhall be dug up, and the thick wall ſhall 
be thrown down. For who is like our 
Gop in ftrength ? — Who is equal in 
r to him that ſitteth on the hea- 

veins? 
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vens? — He rewardeth with more than 
the ſpoil. He is gracious and liberal. 


GRE hairs will come upon thee = 
ſee then that thou accompanieſt them 
with wiſdom, — Thou art beſet with 
multitudes —thou art encompaſſed with 
multitudes, as in a valley —Therefore 
work like him that reapeth — labor as 
he that laboreth with a ſickle. 


Try plants ſhall extend themſelves 
through the land — thy branches ſha}l 
give a pleaſant ſhade.— Under the ſhel- 
ter of thy ſeed ſhall the weary find re- 
freſhment—they ſhall repoſe themſelves 
among the boughs of thine offspring. 


AFTER 
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AFTER EBIASAPH had thus 
ſpoken, he looked ſtedfaſtly on the 
countenance of KenAz, and faid unto 
him, Many. are the dangers which thy 
ſon hath ſeen — yet the ſupport of thy 
ſtrength is ſtill alive. 


And KEN AZ bowed to the earth be- 
fore the ſeer of the mountains — and he 
departed from his preſence.— But EB I- 
ASAPH cauſed him to return and eat 
with him of his bread — ſaying, Thou 
ſhalt have refreſhment before thou goeſt 
on thy way.— The ALMIGHTY loveth 
the benevolence of men. 


Aso the ſeer bleſſed him — ſaying, 
GoD go with thee on thy way. — And 


may 
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may the arm of protection guide thee in 
thy path! 


Taxzxn KEN AE left the habitation 
of the ſeer of the mountains, and he 
purſued his way among the pleaſant 
hills of NA DARIM.— And, as he paſſ- 
ed among the ſycamores, lo! a cry of 
the CHAL DE ANS. — And he looked, 
and behold, the inhabitants of the moun- 
tains were flying from the deſtroyer.— 
But the CHALDEANS were ſwifter 
than the inhabitants of the mountains. 
And thoſe that remained ſpoiled their 
tents, inſomuch that they left not any 
thing of price within them. 


AN p there came running unto the 


place where KEN AZ was, a woman; 
O and 
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and in her arms the held her only ſea. 

— And ſhe ſaid unto him, My lord, the 
CHALDEANS are come down upon 
us, and we periſh —They have deſtroyed 
our fathers and our children, and our 


Now Cares, when he found that 
KENAZE had aroſe to go towards K IR- 
JATH-SEPHER, ſaid unto himſelf, It 
is not meet, that he ſhould go thus al- 
one. Whereupon he gathered together 
a company of his ſervants, horſemen, and 
on camels — and he ſaid unto them go 
ye now down towards KIAIAT R 
SEPHER, and as ye go ye ſhall overtake 
KenAaz my brother-in-law. There- 
fore go ye—and whatſoever he ſhall 
command, that ye ſhall do. 
83 . AnD 
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AND when KEN AZ lifted up his 
eyes, he beheld the camels and the 
horſes, with the hoſt that were with 
them. He ſaid ſurely theſe are the ſer- 
vants of CAL EB. — And unto the wo- 
man he ſaid, Tarry thou here with thy 
ſon. 


Ap the men rejoiced when they be- 
held him (for they had made a grie vous 
ſearch; and they bowed before him, and 
ſaid, Behold thy ſervants. — So he 
ſtayed not to make inquiry of them but 
took one of their beaſts, and ſaid unto 
them, Behold the CyHarDtaANs.,— 
Happily are ye come unto me— for the 
ſound of them had reached mine ears. 


O 2 AND 
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And Kenaz, with the ſervants of 
CALES, purſued the CHAL DREAMS. 
And, when they looked back and faw 
the goodly hoſt which followed after 
them, they turned with their faces towards 
Kenaz, and prepared to ſmite them. 


Among the Car PDE Axs there 
was a man whoſe name was Hus MAN 
he was a great man among them, 
and a mighty, even the ſon of the 
CHALDEAN chief. — And he looked 
ſtedfaſtly on KE NAZ ; — ſaying, Who 
art thou and wherefore haſt thou pur- 


ſued the hoſt of the CHALDE ANS? 


But KEN AZ anſwered not Hus HAN, 

but ſmote him, with his ſword, that he 

died. | 
WHEN 
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Wu the reſt of the CHarDeans 
found that their chief was dead, they 
attacked the men of HzBRoN with 
great fury. — But the HEBRONITES 
were not diſmayed. — And they were 
more powerful than the CHnarDEaANSs, 
whom they put to flight with much 
laughter. | 


Bur they faid, this is he who flew 
Hus Ax, the fon of Lisn mi, there- 
fore they took Kenaz—Ranazan, 
the ſon of LISHMI took him away cap- 
tive. Even unto OR CHO“, which is 


TTpbis place is thought to be the fame with 
Ur of the Chaldees, where the anceſtors of ABR a- 

nau dwelt. M. du Fa Esxor. I 

O 3 between 
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between EUPHRATES and the moun- 
tains of ARABIA. Ts: ao inf + 


AND RAHAZ AN bound him, and 
laid him in priſon, and charged the men 
ſtrictly to watch over him, ſaying, I will 
not let him go, but he ſhall be a ſer- 
vant, even the ſervant of my ſervants, 
and of my people, which dwelleth in 
ORCHO. 


TERRIBLE art thou, o GO p! in 
thy vengeance, and heavy in thy wrath. 
— Who ſhall not fear thee, when thou 
awakeneſt in diſpleaſure — when thou 
diſtributeſt thy judgements ? — The 
palm tree, which is upright, ſhall be 
bowed by thine arm— thou vexeſt the 
mighty in the corrections of thy power. 

| — Thou 
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— Thou withereſt the field which is 


ſown in ' profperity, and haft broken 
the rocks WO were the mountains of” 


ages. 


Tux thick fence and the brazen wall 
are as nothing to thy might—and when 
thou ariſeſt in vengeance, the high hills 
are humbled into duſt. Thou ſpreadeſt 
deſolation with an extended arm thou 
deſtroyeſt the cities which 9 in 


people. 


War thall a man anſwer thee, 
when thou doſt reprove ?—Shall he aſſæ 
of thee a reaſon of thy ways ?—Shall he 
diſpute with thee of thy wrath, or re- 
2 thee for the haſte of thy Gilplea- 
ſure? 


CuHASTISEMENT 
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— 
* 


| CHASTISEMENT is the token of 
love, and correction is the planter of con- 
tentment.— The cryings of the lips ſhall 
be removed for joy, and the tears ſhall 
be dryed from the eye of ſorrow.— He 
that bemoaneth himſelf under thy cor- 
rections, ſhall be comforted with the 
wing that  cheareth. — His wounds 
ſhall be moiſtened with the balm of 


A MAN's back thou wilt load with 
heavy burdens — but at the removal of 
them, how great is the comfort! — He 
cryeth out becauſe. of toil. — He know- 
eth not that it is thine hand, — He is 
ſorely grieved.— He acknowledgeth not 
ay « corrections, — He weepeth with 
lamentation, 
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lamentation, but perceiveth not thy 
judgements. 


Tay yoke, and thy bonds — who 
ſhall bear them? — Thy viſitations are 
heavy with ſorrow. — Thou deſtroyeſt 
the vineyard which flouriſheth, and 
teareſt up the valleys of plenty. Thou 
ſendeſt the ſtormy wind and the over- 
flowing ſhower— but great are the hail- 
ſtones in thy wrath, 


Wur thou ſtretcheſt out thine arm 
upon us — what are we to thine anger? 
— When thou turneſt thyſelf to contro- 
vert—alas! we are nothing before thee: 
— Thou ſmiteſt us, and we are ſorely 

| bruiſed — thou ſheddeſt thy ſtorm upon 
us; 
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us, and we are prievouſly wounded. — 
Gov is the difpenſer of judgements. 


Bur thou ' comforteſt the juſt by 
viſions, — Thou relieveſt him on his 
couch. —He maketh his prayer to thee, 
and thou heareſt. — When the morn- 
ing breaketh in upon his eyelids, he re- 
membereth thee. Thou art compaſ- 
fionate to the children of thy love. — 
Thou wilt anſwer him that prayeth unto 
thee — thou wilt not reject the ſuppli- 
cations of the humble. — When he 
weepeth, wilt thou not behold his tears? 
— when he groaneth unto thee, thine 
ear ſhall not be deafened. — If he is 
feparated from thee, thou wilt ſoon 
return — for he calleth thee with the 
tears of affeftion. — Surely there is a 

| mediator 
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mediator for him in ZE BUI. — Are 
there not pleaſures in ſtore for him in 
HARAVOTH * 


* MA1MONIDES, cap. iii. $ 1. M H νοονοιν 
: ν an p BI2RY DIXIPAIN 7. 4 
* They are worlds which are called, heaven, the 
f© expanſe, zebul, or the habitation, and gnaravoth, 
© or pleaſant places,” YR id ' 288 
* 1/77 e NN n De 2b? 
„ ppt vp BR” Tu DIX 
« Y Nu Chagiga, cap. ii. There are 
© two expanſes, the heaven, and the heaven of 
* heavens. R. ELEEZER faith there are ſeven ex- 
cc panſes, viz. the heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
cc the æthereal clouds, the firſt and ſecond zebu- 
cc loth, and the places of darkneſs.” R. Jz- 
HUDA 'maketh only two heavens, which he call- 
eth conſpicuous. But R. Simeon F. LAkIScR 
hath ſeven, but he reduceth to two of them, 
Dix. ZEBUL and HARAVOTEH, the whole num- 
ber of angels, ſpirits, and all the ſtars. We will 
give his account of theſe: “ In the place called 
ff ZEBUL there is an altar, en which MICHAEL 

SHALL 
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SHALL a man be at variance with 
Gov, and ſhall he not intreat him? 
Can one think of his anger — and 
ceaſe from trembling ? Can he medi- 
tate on his dealings with an unrelenting 
heart ?— For the ſorrows of the foul are 
great, and the chaſtiſements of Sqn ap- 
DA1 are terrible, 


* offereth' ſacrifice for {in ; there alſo are full choirs 
c of angels, praifing Gop in ſongs, &c. Likewiſe 
& there are the treaſures of ſnow and of hail. — In 
& HARAVOTH peace and juſtice flouriſh ; there are 
ce the treaſures of tranquillity and of bleſſing, and 
c there' are the ſouls of the juſt, and ſpirits which 
cc Gov is creating, with the dew which he ſhall pour 
cr out in the raiſing of the dead.” — Who would 
not think that theſe gentlemen, who talk ſo confi- 
dently on ſuch matters, had been admitted into the 
hidden places of heaven? 


VET. 
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Lor the ſun ariſcth after darkneſs, 
and the chearing beams of peace ſuc- 
ceed the violent ſtorm, — Whoſo hath 
placed his' confidence on Gop hath 
never been diſappointed : — for he loveth 


the returning ſoul. 
HE is full of compaſſion and of ten- 


derneſs—when he turneth, he is boun- 
teous in comfort. He healeth the 
wounds of ſorrow. — The ALMIGH- 
rv is abundant in mercy. 


How comfortable are thy mercies to 

a man ! — How pleaſant is the removal 
of thine arm !— For thou leaneſt heavy 
on his neck, — He feeleth the weight 
upon his ſoul, — He goeth along ſorrow- 
| ing 


-- 
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ing for very woe. He ſeeketh help, but 
not of thee.— He aſketh compaſſion, 
where there is no comforter, — He de- 
mandeth peace, where there is none to 
be given. He calleth out, as one that is 
in waters — as one that is encompaſſed 
with beating waves — and ſeeth not the 
end of his labors. | 


Bu W wilt open to him the foun- 
tains of thy conſolations — and give him 
drink from the ſtreams of thy bleſſing. 
Thou wilt comfort him, as with new 
milk. He ſhall ſuck and ſhall recover 
ſtrength. For thou art the HIGRHESH 
among thoſe that are exalted! Thou 
art the ONLY-oNE, and the EVER 
1 1— is no GoD but 
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the GOD of ABRAnaAm!— Nor is 
there any help, but in the arm of JI. 
HOVAH. | 


wy y 


Theſe laſt words are generally placed by the 
RABBIM either at the beginning or end of their 
books. They occur at the end of each book of this 
poem; but it was thought neceſſary only to place 
them here and at the concluſion of the whole. 
They are a contraction of / y vw 
:DD ονοι οπ % 14 help is from IR HñHVYAR, 
evhs bath made heaven and earth. Pſalm cxæxi. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


